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BY PAUL GREGOIRE
Pyrmont residents and office workers are
applauding the City of Sydney’s decision to refuse a
proposed brothel at 200 Harris St.
The building’s rear entrance, on Paternoster Row
near the Quarrymans Hotel, is only three doors from
an existing brothel and 80 metres from a childcare
centre.
Liberal councillor Edward Mandla said the addition
of a brothel into the Pyrmont area was inappropriate
and did not meet the definition of “adaptive creative
reuse” of land.
“Pyrmont is a great place to live and has undergone
incredible change in the last 10 to 15 years,” Mr
Mandla said.
“These people have enough to deal with in this
modern world without the additional headache of a
brothel on their doorstep.”
Mr Mandla said sex-on-premises venues should be
relegated to non-residential areas.
“In our modern city, which is now filled with
families and close communities, we need to drive

Rejected: The proposed brothel site on Harris Street

brothels to industrial warehouse areas and to the
upper floors of high-rise commercial buildings.”
Mr Mandla also said local planning controls are
enabling the development of brothels.
“With our current planning instruments, they will
come here again and again and again.”
Greens councillor Irene Doutney supported the
motion against the brothel, but expressed concern
“about commentary accompanying it”. She told
council she had grown up next door to a sex-onpremises venue and never had a problem with its staff
or clients.
“I thought they were movie stars,” she said.
Jill McKay, who works at the film production
company next door to 200 Harris St, told City News
local businesses were already suffering because of the
proposed brothel.
“We’re actually moving which is really sad. It’s
because of that we sold our building,” Ms McKay said.
“[It] was having a flow on effect, all these empty
spaces. The café owners have reported a real downsize
in trade. You know, people were getting really nervous
about it.”
Jean Stuart, President of the Pyrmont Community
Group, welcomed the recommendation and blamed
the brothel proposal for rising vacancies nearby.
“We’re delighted that councillors are listening to the
community in this instance,” she said.
“[The proposal for the brothel] affects the letting
potential for the other vacant properties nearby. The
real estate agent said he’s having trouble letting them.”
But Rob Wills, director of Property Asset
Consultancy, said there could be other factors at play
in the decline of the strip.
“Harris Street has been up and down for years. I
can’t recall anything on Harris St that’s been overly
warranted to go to for a long time,” Mr Wills said.
“So it’s hard to see whether that’s sort of the new
excuse or what are the other underlying reasons
why Harris St is not working. Maybe it doesn’t work
because it’s inappropriate use,” he said.

Skaters hanker for more spaces
BY MICHAEL KOZIOL
More than 200 Sydney skateboarders
descended on Town Hall for a City of Sydney
council meeting to voice their support for a
skateboarding facility in the CBD.
The petition, signed by 3000 riders within
three weeks, was tabled on Monday by Labor
councillor Linda Scott, who was greeted with
thunderous applause from the gallery.
“Tonight I’m standing up for making Sydney
fun again,” Ms Scott said.
Describing council’s record on the issue
as “mixed”, she said “skate parks are
fundamentally a place of equality” where “if
someone falls, someone else always picks
them up”.
The petition called on council to build a
skate facility in the city centre and investigate
other suitable sites in the inner city. It also
requested the City to prioritise the “immediate
inspection and repair” of all council-owned
skateboarding facilities to “return them to their
full and proper use and to reduce the risk of
injury”.
Speaking to the petition, Ms Scott suggested
council could investigate modelling skate
parks built in Europe using recycled materials.
Greens councillor Irene Doutney said the
changing demographic of skateboarders now
commonly includes young children and their
parents.
Lord Mayor Clover Moore noted the City had
already honoured its commitment to expand
skate facilities at locations across the LGA
including Redfern Park, Ward Park in Surry
Hills and at Waterloo, and would continue to
do so.
Ms Moore reassured the gallery that council
had resisted significant lobbying by those
opposed to more skating facilities.

“It’s a priority for us,” she said.
Nigel Cameron co-founded the Sydney
Skateboard Association to lobby for a skate
park in the CBD.
“There’s been talk of it for 30 years,” he said.
He identified the area around Sussex Street
underneath the Western Distributor overpass
as an ideal location. “It’s a really interesting
space and it’s unusable for anything else.”
Mr Cameron said Ms Scott had been “a
godsend” for the campaign.
“She’s pushed this so hard because she
agrees with it 150 per cent.”
The NSW Government recently announced
a skate park would be added near the Bondi
Junction side of Centennial Park as part of a
$36 million revitalisation project.
Photo: Michael Koziol

Pyrmont brothel banished

Skaters pack the gallery at Town Hall on Monday
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background was Nelson Mandela,
who we all knew as Madiba, sitting
quietly in his prison cell, waiting
for release.
By 1989, I was married, was
contemplating starting a family
and pondered the idea of returning
to Australia. In the end I made a
conscious decision to stay in South
Africa because I could see the
writing on the wall: that Mandela’s
release was close and I wanted
to be in South Africa when that
happened. I had fallen in love with
an adopted country which was
afflicted by injustice and inequality
and I wanted to see that change.
I think many of us expected
this man Madiba to emerge from
his 27 years of imprisonment
embittered and angry. In reality he
was everything but that. For white
people living in South Africa he
was an awe-inspiring, mesmerising
statesman who preached
and personified forgiveness,
reconciliation and peaceful
progress.
I remember a conversation I
had with a black African friend
when Mandela was released. He
said to me: “All my prayers will be
answered now.” “Why will your
prayers be answered?” I asked. He
told me: “Everything I want and
need, Madiba will provide.”
Mandela inspired all of us in
that way. He brought all of us,
black and white, optimism and
hope. When he was released, we
all thought everything was finally

going to be OK, and that at last
we’d work out how to run this
exciting, brutal, wonderful country.
None of the changes we
hoped for happened overnight,
and Mandela himself denied his
messiah status. But in the end
he didn’t disappoint anyone.
Apartheid was dismantled and
South Africa became a democracy.
South Africa is still a violent,

dangerous society and I eventually
chose to leave because of that, but
it is much the better for Madiba.
He brought calm, sense, respect
and fairness to a place that was
fundamentally divided. No white
African had the power to deliver
that message for change and
without him the change could not
have happened.
Photo: Getty Images
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BY VIRGINIA EDWARDS
I went to South Africa in 1984
on a three-month holiday but
ended up staying 10 years and
making my life there.
As a Sydneysider, when I first
landed I found South Africa
incredibly confronting, with its
entrenched discrimination and
segregation. Apartheid was then
still very much in place, with
the Group Areas Act forcibly
separating black from white
Africans. I had never imagined a
place where black people and white
people would be expected to use
different toilets. That was just so
different to the egalitarian society I
was used to as an Australian.
South Africa felt to me like a
frontier town. In the mid-1980s it
was a very dangerous place.
My female friends carried
guns in their handbags. Three
people I knew well were brutally
murdered. And hardly a day would
go by without someone from my
circle being touched by an act of
violence. Mostly that violence was
the product of the yawning gap
between those that had wealth and
power and those that did not.
But the wild side of South
Africa also gave it a special energy
and vibrancy, and as a white
person there I was able to live an
exciting and exotic life. I found
the people deeply interesting and
unlike the Australia that I knew,
the politics were more heated and
more engaging. And always in the

Nelson Mandela, 1918 - 2013
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State government neglecting properties
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vacancy while efforts got
underway to find GYS alternative
accommodation,” said a FACS
spokesperson.
“Under the terms of the
peppercorn lease provided to
GYS (a rent of $1 per annum),
all general maintenance was the
responsibility of the tenant.”
However, Ms O’Neill disputed
that claim.
“That is not what we’ve been
informed and we’ve asked that
question quite a few times to
Housing NSW, because that is
what our concern was that we
had been negligent, but they have
admitted that it was actually their
responsibility because they are the
owners of the building,” she said.
The former manager of
GYS, Leichhardt Mayor Darcy
Byrne, accused Housing NSW
of an ongoing failure to properly
maintain its properties, dating back
to his own involvement with the
youth service.
“The suggestion from the
department that they are not
responsible for the maintenance
of their own building is absurd
and irresponsible,” he said. “The
O’Farrell Government and Minister
Goward are inescapably responsible
for the maintenance of properties
that the government owns.
Mr Byrne said the GYS episode
was symptomtatic of a broader
problem of Housing NSW not
investing enough in the upkeep and

repair of its buildings.
Greens MP Jamie Parker told
City News the fire safety risk
was not a maintenance issue but
a structural issue involving the
trusses in the ceiling that hold
the walls together. It means the
building is liable to collapse if on
fire for two hours.
“That is a structural issue and
that is squarely the responsibility
of the Department of Housing,”
Mr Parker said. He called on the
government to provide funding to
repair the building.
“What I have heard very clearly
in the meetings I’ve had with them
is that it is very expensive and they

will be doing a cost benefit analysis
to determine whether or not they
will be maintaining the building
and then returning it to the GYS, or
whether they will sell it.”
Ms O’Neill told City News it
was a particularly difficult time
to organise a solution because so
many families are going away for
the school holiday period.
“It feels a little suspicious that it
has been done at this time of year,”
she said.
GYS will temporarily relocate
to a nearby terrace. A rally will
be held outside Glebe Markets on
Saturday at 11am.
Photo: Amy O’Neill, Glebe Youth Service

BY ADAM HUNT
Political campaigners delivered
a sharp rebuke to the NSW
Government and the Minister for
Family and Community Services
over suggestions Glebe Youth
Service (GYS) was responsible for
the maintenance of its property
following its sudden eviction due to
a fire safety assessment.
GYS, which provides financial
support, meals and housing
assistance to disadvantaged people
in Glebe, was notified of its eviction
a matter of hours before it had to
vacate.
“[We were evicted] because
of the failure of a fire inspection.
My manager was notified on
Wednesday and by Wednesday
afternoon at 4pm we were asked to
leave and the locks were changed
that night,” said Amy O’Neill, a
social worker at GYS.
“We had been there for
many years and they had never
conducted fire inspections – any
inspections actually. It was only just
recently, which is why it’s a surprise
because we didn’t see it coming.”
The Department of Family and
Community Services (FACS) said
a fire safety assessment lead to the
immediate eviction of GYS and
highlighted the youth service’s
responsibility in ensuring the
building met fire safety standards.
“Following a fire safety
assessment the FACS felt it
necessary to request immediate

Jasmine Tilberoo, Amy O’Neill, Mary Bolt and Candace Dower-Trindall

news in brief
Engineering a better
future
This year’s Sydney
New Year’s Eve charity is
Engineers Without Borders.
EWB is a not-for-profit
organisation providing
engineering and technology
to meet basic human needs.
It works to systematically
build the capacity of local
engineers and institutions. Its
partnership with the City of
Sydney for NYE means we’ll
see them up in lights on the
Sydney Harbour Bridge.
“Each new year we turn
to the Sydney Harbour
Bridge and Opera House
as the focal points of our
celebrations,” EWB CEO
Lizzie Brown said.
“At the same [we] are
delivering humanitarian
engineering projects to
provide people with access
to shelter, renewable
energy, information and
communication technology,
water management and
disability access.”
Lord Mayor Clover Moore
was equally positive about
the EWB partnership.
“Their work is improving
the quality of life and having
a lasting, positive impact
on many communities,” she
said.

Bill posters beware
The City of Sydney
wants to prosecute
companies that engage in
illegal advertising rather
than individual bill posters,
and will request the state
government to change
the relevant legislation,
pending a feasibility
review.
Bill postering, common
on light and telegraph
poles around the
inner city, is typically
commissioned by
commercial businesses or
contract agencies.
But under current
legislation it is the person
who physically erects the
advertisement that runs
the risk of being charged.
Penalties are between
$330 and $400.
Councillor Jenny Green
passed a motion on
Monday to review whether
shifting the liability to
businesses is possible.
“It’s time to finally
address the currently
flawed legislation to
determine liability and
management processes,”
she said.
The City of Sydney
reported a 97 per cent
increase in illegal bill
postering in 2012/13.

Remembering Martin Sharp
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Dream Museum to preserve what was left
of Sydney’s original Luna Park, and then
it evolved into becoming a toy museum for
children.
In 1979 there was a tragic fire at Luna
Park, after which the owners sold off
most of the rides. Martin, Peter Kingston
and others bought as much as they could
afford at an auction with the hope that
one day Luna Park would be restored to
its original glory. Thanks to their foresight
most of these pieces have made it back
home and can be seen today at Coney
Island.

Every time we visited Martin my big
sister and I would play in the Dream
Museum. We spent most of our time
drawing pictures (to give to Martin)
and playing with Smurfs and Star Wars
figurines. Our favourite toy was the
Inspector Gadget figurine which had
moving parts and gadgets.
Martin and his artist friends created
a place which made my childhood even
better than it already was. It was every
child’s dream environment and it was ‘Just
for Fun’
R.I.P Martin Sharp 1942 - 2013
Cartoon: Joel Tarling

BY Joel Tarling
After a long battle with emphysema,
legendary artist Martin Sharp died last
week (Dec 1). Martin was a family friend,
and someone who had a great influence on
me and my work.
Martin had an amazing drive and was
always painting or drawing a picture. I
loved that social visits would rarely deter
him from these pursuits. He was a devoted
artist who showed me, rather than told me,
that less talk and more action was the way
to create art.
Martin’s home is a place called Wirian,
a grand old Bellevue Hill mansion from
a time when things were built to last. To
me, Wirian was a creative extension of
the Yellow House, however the work had
grown into a love of Tiny Tim’s old time
music.
This was something that defied fashion
(and wasn’t to everyone’s tastes); but
despite having once been at the centre of
London’s trendy counter-culture, being
unfashionable was never something that
concerned Martin. He was simply a man,
an artist, following his own passions.
I think Tiny Tim’s songs represented
to Martin the music of his parents, a time
when they were all a happy loving family.
Tiny Tim and Wirian both are echoes of
the past singing in the present. I think it all
makes sense if one follows their dreams which Martin did. His courage to follow
his passions also helped create some of my
favourite works of art.
In keeping with his passions, Martin
established the Dream Museum, a toy
museum at Wirian. Martin started the

Martin Sharp Biography
Martin Sharp was born in Sydney
Australia in 1942. In 1963 he met
Richard Neville and Richard Walsh,
and the three became the driving
forces behind the now infamous OZ
magazine.
In 1966 Richard Neville and
Martin caught a flight to London.
There, Richard, Jim Anderson
and Felix Dennis launched OZ in
London. At this time Martin also
worked on a Beatles calendar,
he did posters for Bob Dylan’s Mr
Tambourine Man, Donovan, Jimi
Hendrix, Jeff Beck, Ten Years After
and many more. Sharp was very
much at the centre of London’s
counter-culture. Aside from the
musical collaborations he was
artistic adviser on Mick Jagger’s
film Performance and his pictures
were featured in the film set, he had
numerous solo shows, published
books, and established The Yellow
House (a live-in art gallery).
At The Speakeasy one night
he wrote out a poem he had been
working on on a serviette for a
young guitarist. Tales of Brave
Ulysses became a classic for
Cream and Eric Clapton. Along with
a whole coterie of creative’s living
at the Pheasantry in Chelsea, Eric
and Martin became flat-mates. On
returning from a tour of America with
Cream, Eric recommended Martin
should attend Tiny Tim’s Albert Hall
Concert. That night changed him
forever.
Martin’s love of Tiny Tim

manifested itself in a number of
ways of the decades. He designed
costumes, painted sets, and most
memorably, spent a decade working
on the film Street of Dreams. They
started in 1979 and shortly before
his passing Martin continued to
insist there was much more work to
be done.
In 1973 Sharp returned to
Australia and is best known for his
work designing posters for The
Nimrod Theatre and his extensive
work in the restoration of Luna
Park, including being commissioned
to renovate the iconic entrance
Laughing Face.
Tiny Tim came to Australia nine
times. Each time Martin created at
least one new poster and he booked
a stylish venue where Tiny could
perform. In 1982, this was Sydney
Opera House, paid for by a royalty
cheque for writing the lyrics to Tales
of Brave Ulysses for Eric Clapton.
Martin continued to work on Tiny Tim
projects after Tiny’s death in 1996.
He has compiled an unreleased
CD called King for a Day and never
stopped working on the film.
One of the last things Martin did
for Tiny was contribute artwork to
Tiny’s biography, Tiptoe Through
a Lifetime, by Lowell Tarling (my
father).
Joel Tarling is a long time
City Hub illustrator, cartoonist
and contributor. Martin Sharp’s
influence on Joel can be seen at
joeltarling.com. The full version
of this article can be found on
altmedia.net.au

BY TOM NEALE
Waverley Council is investigating
the feasibility of a light rail corridor
from Bondi Junction to Bondi
Beach in the next 10 to 15 years,
amid community concern about its
potential impact on local businesses
and amenity.
A feasibility study commissioned
by the council and undertaken
by transport consultancy group
AECOM proposed three possible
route options within a strategic light
rail network.
Waverley Mayor Sally Betts
said it was disappointing to see
bipartisan support for light rail no
longer existed.
“We believe that we need to
provide better and more efficient
public transport to encourage the
community to leave their cars at
home,” she said.
“Light rail is one way we can

make sure we can move people
from the beach to the junction
efficiently.”
But Labor Councillor Ingrid
Strewe said trams could not be
“squeezed into Waverley’s narrow
streets”.
“They may run on some narrow
streets in say Melbourne, but the
main routes are wide. Surely if the
routes - Old South Head Road and
Bondi Road - are at capacity, you
need to pick up an alternative route
to take pressure off these routes?”
she asked.
“Trams also must have a capacity
- what happens when that is
reached? I would look at doubledecker buses (they used to run on
this route) or a metro (underground
and manoeuverable unlike heavy
rail) serving the whole community
not just the beach.”
Gavin Gatenby, co-convenor of

An early concept drawing of light rail up Bondi Rd and Denham St
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the public transport lobby group
EcoTransit, disagreed and said
there would be many benefits of
a light rail network from Bondi
Junction to Bondi Beach.
“The main benefit of having
light rail is that you can double the
capacity of buses, ensuring greater
return on investment. In addition,
light rail is much cleaner,” he said.
“EcoTransit supports a light
rail going down to Bondi and the
Eastern Suburbs. We see a future
for light rail running up Oxford St
and connecting with the CBD to
Eastern Suburbs light rail” .
But Bondi Chamber of
Commerce board member Max
Siano said any light rail along
Bondi Road would be a disaster for
small business.
“There are 148 businesses along
Bondi Road and 252 car spaces.
Light rail will mean a double
clearway on Bondi Road which will
mean no one will be able to park
anymore,” he said.
“This is a sensitive shopping
strip. Business owners believe
this will decimate the Bondi Road
shopping strip.”
Mr Siano suggested a ferry
service and shuttle bus from Rose
Bay wharf could be established
to provide alternative transport
from Rose Bay to Bondi Beach via
O’Sullivan Road.
“This would reduce congestion
on Bondi Road,” he said. “The
traffic problems are mainly in
summer time, on weekends and on
public holidays.”

Demolition of Bondi
boot factory on hold
BY DANIEL PAPERNY
The development
application (DA) for the
demolition of Bondi’s
121-year-old Boot Factory
has been delayed amid
discussion over the current
state of the heritage building
and whether it can be
retained.
Waverley Council will hold
two briefings over the coming
months to confer on the
details of the DA and whether
it can be expanded to
consider alternative means of
funding the restoration of the
site and keeping the heritage
building sustainable.
Waverley Mayor Sally
Betts said the building was
“unsafe”, with a further $1.2
million needed to keep the
building standing, but argued
these interim measures were
not a final solution.
“We are starting to go
down a process to brace
the building, to protect the
residents who live next door
and the people who visit our
senior centre,” Ms Betts said.
Ms Betts said attempted
restorations in 1995 as well
as 2007 and 2008 had all
failed.
“We have tried continually
spending quite a lot of money

to keep it up and that’s why
[a few years ago], we worked
out that we could not possibly
take the risk of keeping
people working there,” she
told the City News.
“So we mothballed the
building and it has been
mothballed ever since, but we
have been maintaining it as
much as we can.”
An independent report
conducted by structural
engineer Dr Eric Smith was
considered at Council’s
November meeting together
with recommendations from
independent engineers at the
Building Diagnosis Centre.
“Independent engineers
have assessed The Boot
Factory over many years

before it was braced and Dr
Smith made an assessment
of [the site] after it had been
braced, which has masked
the critical failures of the
building,” a Waverley Council
spokesperson said.
Labor councillor Ingrid
Strewe, who opposes
demolition, said the decision
to demolish the site is due
to potential development
opportunities that could be
realised if the Boot Factory
was taken down.
“It is an inconvenience to
have the building,” she said.
“The Boot Factory [is set]
to be demolished for some
‘place making’ dream we
know nothing about.”
The two briefings will
examine the history of the
building, its current condition
and any options for the site
going forward.
Photo: Chris Peken

Mixed minds on eastern light rail

Residents protest the demolition in May

Photo: Chris Peken

BY DANIEL PAPERNY
A 12 month trial for an off-leash
dog area in Bronte Park is set to
commence next week.
Under the new arrangements,
dog owners can walk their pets
without a leash in a designated
area of the park, located 70 metres
from the children’s playground.
The off-leash zone will operate
from 3pm to 10am, with dogs still

Molly takes a walk in Bronte Park
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required to be on-leash on all park
paths. Within this zone, dogs will
be allowed on-leash outside these
hours during the trial.
Liberal councillor Andrew
Cusack said there was a lack of offleash recreational areas in Waverley
and it was important to ensure a
healthy balance in the use of open
space by residents and visitors to
Bronte.

“We were working on making
the timing a bit fairer for
everyone...to increase the hours
and give residents a bit more
choice,” he said.
But Labor councillor Ingrid
Strewe questioned whether
having the zone at Bronte Park is
appropriate.
“We’ve got eight other off-leash
areas in Waverley...but if you make
a major beach reserve a dog park
everybody is going to want to
bring their dogs there,” she said.
Currently, dogs are only allowed
on-leash between Murray and
Bayview streets, and on the coastal
promenade within Bronte Park.
Ms Strewe argued introducing
new fencing around the playground
in Bronte Park would privilege
dogs over children.
“They will fence the playground,
whereas in fact it’s the children
who need the roaming space, it’s
the children we need to look after,”
she said.
Bronte resident Fiona Matthews
said the trial was “inviting a
catastrophe”, raising concerns over
the safety of children at Bronte
Park who were placed at a greater
risk of being attacked by a dog
off-leash.
“I don’t think it’s a good idea to
hand it over to the dogs,” she said.
“If children are attacked, Council is
going to be culpable, so they need
to think about that clearly.”
But Deputy Mayor Tony Kay

said council will take additional
measures to increase safety for the
trial, and during the summer amid
rising visitor numbers.
“[We will] make sure risks are
mitigated by introducing extra
[educational] signage throughout
the park and gully, community
education materials, new
landscaping in the gully and low
hedging around the playground,
[together with] an increase in
ranger patrols,” he said.
In October, off-leash
arrangements were proposed for
both Bronte Park and Raleigh
Reserve in Dover Heights.
The Bronte trial was initially
approved for February 2014, but a
spokesperson for Waverley Council
said commencing in December
meant having additional summer
ranger resources available.
“We proposed staggering them
as both of those trials would have
needed a lot of ranger attention
and staff preparation,” the
spokesperson said. “However the
recommendation on the Raleigh
Reserve trial was not approved by
Council and isn’t going ahead in
the same way. So, that gave us a
window to have the Bronte trial
start before Christmas.”
The trial will begin on
December 16 with extra park
rangers on duty. Existing
arrangements will remain in place
at Bronte Park until the new signs
are erected.

Cartoon: Peter Berner

Every dog will have its day in Bronte

Waverley’s plan to revive civic pride Oscar’s
shaggy
tale
lives on
By Daniel Paperny
Waverley councillor Leon Goltsman
has called for an expansion of Waverley
Council’s Civic Pride program in a bid
to help beautify local community spaces
and make Waverley more “liveable” for its
residents.
The Civic Pride initiative is a series of
local volunteer projects that encourage
residents to build a sense of community by
planting trees, removing graffiti and helping
to transform public neighbourhoods into
vibrant spaces.
“We should be thinking about making
places better in Waverley. Going from one
area to another within the municipality,
we’re not just fixing streets; we’re putting
more infrastructure in place [and] you’ve got
more and more villages coming to life,” Mr
Goltsman said.
“The idea is to give people a sense of pride

[by] honouring their community ... and
commending them for their efforts”.
Peter Brown, owner of TrePani cafe on
Military Rd, said the Civic Pride program in
Dover Heights has seen to an increase in the
turnover for local businesses in the area with
the construction of a learner’s bicycle track
at Dudley Page Reserve earlier this year.
“It’s transformed what looked like a
desolate wasteland into a more beautiful
looking area [with] a greater respect for the
local environment that is really uplifting,”
Mr Brown said.
“It’s marvellous, it gets the community
together and there’s been great enthusiasm
from the locals”.
According to Mr Goltsman, Council was
limited by budgetary constraints in the past
and it is important residents were aware of
how they could help to re-invigorate their

Volunteers helping out at the Village Verge project in Dover Heights
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local neighbourhood.
“[Civic Pride] has been a program
spearheaded by myself in Dover Heights.
We didn’t have it in our budget before so we
had to do it in a creative way,” he said.
“The Dudley Page Reserve is one area that
has had a ripple effect. We’re really starting
to get a boost with residents having a hand
in building it and people are now spending
more time in these villages.”
Last month, Council commenced its
Village Verge project in Dover Heights, with
volunteers helping to plant trees and put
together a native garden at the corner of
Blake St and Military Rd. Waverley Mayor
Sally Betts said this was only the first stage
of street landscaping improvements aimed
at creating a local village centre through
greening and community input.
“This was the start of that particular
corner so as soon as this has settled down,
we will have a look at what we can do on
the other corners,” she said.
“Our bicycle track at Dudley Page is so
popular but we do need to [consider] more
landscaping and maybe some extra seating
[so] we will do that slowly”.
Mr Goltsman said he wants to see
more Civic Pride volunteering programs
throughout Waverley to help foster greater
community interaction.
“It’s an enhancing experience. Residents
and business owners can [take] ownership
of their suburb... and as a result they’ve got
themselves a beautiful street. It’s something
that makes the community a better place.”
As part of the Village Verge project,
Waverley Council will aim to install a new
bicycle rack in Dudley Page Reserve by the
end of this month.

BY LAWRENCE GIBBONS
This week Lord Mayor Clover
Moore voted to put down my
dead dog Oscar. An item listed
on the 2 December council
meeting was a year old request
that a dubious “dangerous dog”
declaration against my family pet
be revoked. Last week I attended
a City committee meeting, where
I informed councillors that Oscar
had died of cancer due to a
sudden rupture to his swollen
spleen. A majority of councillors
across the political divide offered
their condolences.
When the matter was again
listed this week, councillor Angela
Vitoulkis moved that council
“extend its condolences to Mr
Gibbons; that posthumously
council revoke the Dangerous
Dog Order placed on Oscar”.
Green, Liberal, Labor
and independent councillors
alike voted in support of the
motion to restore Oscar’s
reputation. Council’s own staff
had recommended that the
Dangerous Dog declaration be
repealed. The Lord Mayor and
her block of councillors voted in
unison to reject the motion.

Oscar first met Ms Moore
nine years ago, when he was an
eight-week old rescue pup and
she had just been elected Lord
Mayor. Over the ensuing years
she observed Oscar first hand
at her own Town Hall Christmas
Party and countless other
festivals, protests, cafes and
parks. Clover was always cordial
towards Oscar, who was always
well behaved in her company.
Council’s pursuit of Oscar
always seemed like it had more
to do with wanting to muzzle me
than my poor family pet.
On 6 September 2013 I
received a legal letter from Clover
Moore’s lawyers threatening to
sue me for an article reporting
that the Lord Mayor’s office
had rejected a development
application for home
improvements in order to punish
a perceived political opponent.
We never retracted our report.
Having threatened to sue me
personally, I assumed Ms Moore
would step aside in any further
votes relating to me personally.
Under state law, councillors
must declare a conflict of interest
and remove themselves from
any vote whether the conflict is
financial or personal in nature,
as long it might be perceived that
their conflict could in any way
affect how they voted. Ms Moore
refused to step aside, instead
voting to besmirch poor Oscar’s
reputation.
Not that it’s anything personal.
Lawrence Gibbons is the
publisher of this newspaper

That man in the red suit
is about to drop down the
chimney, so if you don’t
want him to show you up
then you better hit the
pavement and get your
Christmas shopping done.
Last minute Christmas
shopping can be a drag but as fate would have it,
you’re lucky enough to
be doing it in the heat of
summer in Sydney.
Choose to stroll through
Pitt Street Mall, take in the
ocean breeze at Campbell
Parade or there’s King
Street’s café culture.
So get out there and make
that last minute Christmas
shopping dash.

Advanced Dental Services, Suite 5, 201 New
South Head Rd, Edgecliff (02) 9328 1423
advanceddentalservices.com.au
You’ll be smiling with pride all the way through the
holiday festivities after you take a visit to Advanced
Dental Services. Experts in dental implants and
invisalign braces, Advanced Dental Services provide
general dentistry, teeth whitening and so much
more. Offering the best in oral and dental care,
their highly qualified team will guide you through
your experience with ease. With prices that don’t
break the budget, they’re conveniently located in
Edgecliff with easy parking and access to transport.
Visit Advanced Dental Services this Christmas and
you’ll be grinning like an elf.

Annette Kellerman Aquatic Centre, Enmore
Park, Black Street, Enmore 02 9565 1906
akac.com.au
During the silly season many of us forget about
our fitness and are left making guilty New Year’s
resolutions. The tip from Annette Kellerman Aquatic
Centre is to keep working out to ward off that
holiday bulge. So invest in your health this season
at Annette Kellerman Aquatic Centre - where for
the month of December there are no joining fees
on 6-month memberships or no-commitment
flexible membership options (conditions apply).
Memberships include fitness assessments, a range
of programs and ongoing reviews. Stay trim this
Christmas, visit the Annette Kellerman Aquatic
Centre in the beautiful surrounds of Enmore Park.

www.buy-it.com.au - The Glass House
Bld Lv 13, 135 King Street SYDNEY
1300307767 buy-it.com.au
If you’re looking for computers and
computer related products to place under
the tree this Christmas, visit Buy-it.com.au.
With a wide range of products from leading
brands, Buy-it stocks Microsoft, Intel
and Sony, to name a few. Part of World
Systems Corporation, Buy-it is the site to
visit for a huge selection of computers,
software, printers and much more. So
sign up and they’ll send their hot deals
straight to your inbox. For sales queries
contact sales@buy-it.com.au or information
requests info@buy-it.com.au. So check out
what Buy-it.com.au has to offer this holiday
season.
Black Belt Pro Shop, 1/115 Avoca St,
Randwick NSW 2031 (02) 9314 7495
blackbeltproshop.com.au
Black Belt Pro Shop is the only place to
shop this Christmas if you’re into boxing.
They’re the PUNCH factory outlet. With
expert advice from people with real boxing
industry experience, Black Belt Pro Shop
stock a range of boxing gloves, kick
shields, accessories and much more. If
you’re a personal trainer, gym owner or
run a martial arts club, they’ve got genuine
wholesale prices that’ll really knock you
out. Why not drop into the Randwick
store - or you can shop online. Black Belt
Pro Shop, they’ll get you into the ring this
festive season.

Domain Car Park, St Marys Road,
Sydney (02) 9232 6165
domaincarpark.com.au
While you’re doing your last minute
Christmas shopping, forget about the
worry of where to park and head directly
to Domain Car Park. The most conveniently
located car park in the city, Domain Car
Park is just minutes from the centre of
Sydney. You’ll find yourself in the Pitt Street
Mall in no time, as you hop out of your car
and ride the express walkway straight to
the CBD shopping precinct. Their prices
will make you smile, with all day weekend
parking from only $10. Domain Car Park is
the only choice for parking in the city this
Christmas.

Chemist Warehouse 1300 734 876
chemistwarehouse.com.au
You can’t go any further than Chemist
Warehouse this festive season for all your
gift and pharmaceutical needs. With the
widest range of fragrance, skincare and
cosmetics products at the lowest prices,
you’ll be able to fill those Christmas
stockings easily. Whether it’s vitamins,
sports supplements or health foods
you’re after, you’ll find it all at Chemist
Warehouse. And the friendly pharmacist
is only too happy to help you with a range
of pharmacy services that will complement
your healthcare goals. They’ve got
outlets all over Sydney, so check out their
Scorching Xmas sale catalogue now.

Holistic Hampers 0417 265 570
holistichampers.com.au
Christmas is a joyous time of giving but
it can be difficult to find a gift that’s right
for a loved one who’s suffering. Holistic
Hampers have a range of hampers
specifically designed for those undergoing
cancer treatment. Founded by cancer
survivors, Holistic Hampers include items
that people actually need and are helpful
in their time of illness. The products have
been carefully selected for their health
aspects and ability to aid healing. With 15
per cent of all online sales going to cancer
support charities, give a gift that helps this
Christmas with Holistic Hampers.
Harvey Norman Broadway, Shop 119
Level 1 Broadway Shopping Centre 1
Bay Street Broadway (02) 9219 5200
harveynorman.com.au
Time for Christmas shopping is running
out, so for any last minute electrical gifts
head to Harvey Norman Broadway. With
the searing heat of summer upon us,
they’ve got the largest range of cooling
products you’ll find. There’s a range of
Dyson bagless vacuums that are perfect
for cleaning up after that Christmas bash.
And check out the latest in TV technology
at Harvey Norman, the home of the 4K
television. With demonstrations available
on coffee machines, just drop in for a
cup and head out with a Nespresso, this
season’s hottest gift. They’ll even beat any
genuine competitor’s price.

Tantrix Tanning and Beauty Bar, Shop
15(B) Level 3 428 George St, Sydney
(02) 8065 1072
tantrixtanning.com.au
Pay a visit to Tantrix Tanning and Beauty
Bar this Christmas season and you’ll look
fantastic. With industry recognition for their
spray tanning, Tantrix Tanning also offers
a range of beauty services from manicures
to eyelash extension and the ancient art
of threading. Mention this ad to receive
30% off any full priced salon treatment or
10% off any current special you find on the
specials page of their website. Offer is valid
until Christmas Eve, subject to availability
and cannot be used in conjunction with any
other offer. So drop in or have them come
to you.
Polymorph Body Piercing, 7/82
Enmore Rd, Newtown (02) 95198923
polymorphbodypiercing.com.au
Head on down to Polymorph Body
Piercing this Christmas to treat yourself
to a piercing, it’s the gift that lasts. The
original and most reputable body piercing
studio in the country, Polymorph has three
professional body piercers with a wealth
of experience between them. If you’re
after branding, scarification or other body
modifications the team can help you out
there too. Polymorph stock a full range of
jewellery to suit your every need and do
custom jewellery orders as well. And while
you’re there check out the Polymorph Art
Gallery, a platform for contemporary art by
emerging artists.

Hooroo 2013: The best gigs to ring in the New Year
By chelsea deeley
After the jolly red fat man has been and gone,
after Christmas jingles are purged from brains and
everyone has developed a satisfied gut full of Turkey,
puddings and everything in-between; it’s time to call
on that reserve bout of energy for the biggest party of
the year.
The thought just makes you want to sleep until
January, but don’t reserve a side of the bed just yet.
The final night of the year-that-was will surely work
off that gluttony and get everyone in the idyllic (and
possibly intoxicated) mindset to welcome the next 365
days in style.
While everyone else has their eyes to the sky, these
are the best gigs to ring in the new year:
La Fiesta Sound System: A night of pulsating
drums and Afro percussion with a host of beautiful
Brazilian dancers, La Fiesta Sound System will
provide party people with fun-loving danceable
rhythms as well as DJs Cadell, Matt Roberts and Sista
P. A great night in a prime location.
Cruise Bar, Overseas Passenger Terminal, Circular
Quay, $299+bf, cruisebar.com.au
The Anthill Mob: The Upperdeck will play host
to a different vibe. With The Anthill Mob on decibel
duty, this five-piece will be covering the greats from
KC & The Sunshine Band to Robbie Williams to
Green Day. This will be the perfect pointer to spot the
stunning colours through the night sky.
Cruise Bar, Overseas Passenger Terminal,
Circular Quay, $129+bf, cruisebar.com.au
La bohème Gala: The Opera House is offering
patrons a night to partake in a NYE celebration that
is a tad left of field. If musical productions are your
bag, this is the perfect opportunity to get immersed
in the arts. Once the performance is over, audiences
then have the opportunity to retire to the balcony and
behold the atmosphere of our most famous harbour.
Sydney Opera House, Circular Quay, from
$264+bf, sydneyoperahouse.com

NYE On The Harbour: Swing around to the
other side of the harbour where a killer show with
Aussie DJ duo and EDM legends Bag Raiders will
be banging. The boys have chosen to round off
their stellar year, after releasing their debut album,
accompanied by Art Vs Science, Van She, Alison
Wonderland plus some more stellar electro gods. Get
in now.
Cargo Bar, Darling Harbour, from $89+bf,
cargobar.com.au
CelebrationNYE: DJ Dan Murphy will be
pitching the audible with the visual, as the New Year
is bought in with some perfect pieces from today’s
greatest artists. With an abundance of cocktails,
canapés and pyrotechnical debauchery, this night is a
mixture of Murphy’s remixes spinning throughout the
night and the official medley playing at the climax of
the evening.
Sydney Museum of Contemporary Art, Circular
Quay, from $460+bf, mca.com.au
Wonderlust: With a host of musical maestros
yielding their decks, this will create the perfect
soundtrack to the setting sun over the far side of the
harbour. With a fiery DJ set from Tokyo Denmark
Sweden, plus appearances from Dolso, Hatch and
Chicks on Deck, the night will provide all the
atmosphere in a position slightly further afield.
Watson’s Bay Boutique Hotel, Watson’s Bay, from
$99+bf, watsonsbayhotel.com.au
Lost & Found: George Street’s plush pad Ivy Bar
will be graced by the headlining presence of Danny
Tenaglia. With a host of top notch musical royalty
remixes like Depeche Mode, Madonna and Faithless,
Tenaglia will be on deck duties for a solid five-hour
set. He will be joined by none other than Irish
charmers Bicep, Vancouver’s R&B meddler Cyril
Hahn and Simple Records ruler Will Saul.
Ivy Bar, George St, from $114.95+bf,
merivale.com.au/ivy
NYE Toga Party: In our unique cultural

heartbeat of Newtown, the toga will be out to impress
potential Cleopatras. A dream party band to rock
the foundations with classic tunes to get revellers in
the Caesar mindset. Musicians Mojo Juju, Jeremy
Davidson of The Snowdroppers plus many more will
yield their instruments in true Roman style to avoid
any potential blood baths in their colosseum.
The Vanguard, Newtown, $63.80+bf,
thevanguard.com.au
Wasted New Years: Oxford Street provides the
opportunity to get a bit of punk rock and golden
party anthems into the earholes with this line-up of
audacious Aussie acts. DZ Deathrays and Step-

Panther are just two of them but the choices don’t
stop there. Kick it in The Chill Chamber, go bat-shit
party crazy in 34B or take a trip down to the Vegas
room for some hardcore head-banging action.
QBAR, Oxford St, Darlinghurst, from $15+bf,
qbar.exchangesydney.com.au
New Years Eve in this beautiful city is not only
about showing off skilled pyrotechnics to the world,
but a chance to celebrate in some of Sydney’s most
thriving venues. With so many options to choose
from, revellers are destined to have a great night.
(CD)

Bag Raiders

EAT & DRINK

Robin Hood
Hotel
The Robin Hood Hotel’s distinctive wedge-shaped
Art Deco silhouette has long fascinated me on drives
through Charing Cross. (If you’re scratching your
head, we’re talking about the intersection of Bronte
Road and Carrington Road in Waverley.) Inside the
architecture is shown off to good advantage with a
$ - mains less than $15

$$ - mains between $15-$22

EASTERN SUBURBS
Queens Park Shed
New is out, converted is in - a
disused sports shed in Centennial
Park is the latest ‘found café’ to
emerge. The modern, airy space
maintains the integrity of its past
through rustic finishes, quirky
light fittings, and a gorgeous water
station employing the original pipes.
The breakfast/lunch menu focuses
on healthy, affordable choices
that reflect the sporting past and
present soccer mums. There’s a
Pulled Pork Baguette ($12) not
in plastic basket with fries, rather
with a tangy piccalilli and paprika
aioli. Chicken, Roast Pumpkin and
Avocado Salad ($12) is incredibly
fresh, and generous for its size; but

By Jackie McMillan
light, open plan front bar that lends itself to daytime
thirty-somethings keen for a drink, without ruling
out pleasing twenty-somethings who pile in for DJs
after 10pm every Saturday night. And despite the odd
hipster font used here and there, it’s still the kind of
suburban local where you can go without a beard
or full-sleeve tattoo. The menu is short and to the
point, but there’s nothing wrong with pub classics
when they’re handled well. Chicken Parmigiana ($17)
gives a good slab of schnitzel, with basil leaves and
leg ham tucked between the toppings of tomato and
gooey cheese. With decent chips, salad and a Stone
and Wood Pacific Ale ($7.70/bottle) lunch is pretty
much sorted - unless you wanna split some spicy
Buffalo Wings ($12)… Rested a moment longer, the
250g Grain Fed Rump Steak ($12) with creamy mash
and well-executed vegies would win my vote for the
best-value pub steak in the East; and their pinotheavy bottle shop is beaut too!
203 Bronte Road, Waverley (02) 9389 3477
robinhoodhotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $-$$
$$$ - mains between $22-$30

if you want a dish with weight The
Wagyu Burger ($14) is tasty and
towering.
Darley Road, Queens Park
(02) 9380 9350
trippaswhitegroup.com.au
Café $-$$
Royal Hotel Randwick
This stately two-storey heritage
listed hotel (now with boutique
accommodation upstairs), is wrapped
by wide verandahs. The downstairs
one is the perfect place to sink a
ten-buck Frozen Margarita ($10)
on a sunny day. While the beer list
doesn’t have much to write home
about, there are wines like Leo
Buring Dry Riesling ($43/bottle) for
around forty bucks. Eats here are
another Danny Russo pub menu
renovation (last seen at The Oaks),

$$$$ - mains over $30

with value as the key. The Rib Eye
on the Bone ($27/400g) is the
most expensive menu item; but my
pick’s his juicy Royal Wagyu Burger
($16). It’s a cut above your average
meat’n’bun affair.
2 Perouse Road, Randwick
(02) 9399 3006
royalhotel-sydney.com
Pub Bistro $$-$$$
Spring Street Social
Never trust a charlatan or chunky
fries described as ‘skinny’, right?
Forget everything you’ve learnt and
head to Bondi Junction’s newest
underground bar. The Charlatan
($17) is a signature cocktail;
and with vodka, rhubarb bitters,
cinnamon-infused agave and lime
juice, it’s a tonic you’ll want to selfmedicate with. Their Skinny Fries

A Tavola
By Alex Harmon
Bondi’s newest precinct, ‘The Hub’ is like the
graduation program for successful inner-city
businesses. Messina, Melbourne’s Sensory Lab, and
now A Tavola, the Darlinghurst institution, have all set
up shop on Hall Street.You’ll still find the ten metre
($8) with bacon, jalapenos and
melted cheese are like a Mexican
version of poutine. Buns ($15/3) are
tight – but not in flavour, with fillings
like crab, spicy chicken and chicken
liver parfait; and the Spring Wings
($12) are devilishly drool-worthy.
Word of warning: the Lobster
Macaroni Bake ($28) is heavy! Wash
it down with a refreshingly tart
Belladonna ($17).
110 Spring Street, Bondi Junction
(02) 9389 2485
facebook.com/SpringStreetSocial
Cocktails, Bar Food $$
DARLO, KINGS X
& SURRY HILLS
Devon Café
Continuing the exodus from fine
dining to approachable eateries,
two of Guillaume Brahimi’s chefs

marble table, and it’s there that we’re treated to a
sampling of ‘consigli’ (specials) and a purely Italian
wine list. The Stracciatella Con Fave ($18) whets the
palate, like an amuse-bouche, this ‘egg drop soup’
contains broad beans, zucchini flower and pickled
shallot, and is paired with a 2012 Poderi del Paradiso
($14/$59). The Raviolo with Cuttlefish Ink ($32),
is visually stunning and dressed with salmon roe, I
could not fault it! However the knockout dish – and
thankfully a regular player (just look at the ribbons of
fresh pasta drying in the kitchen) – is the Pappardelle
with Wagyu Beef Shin ($34). It dances with a red
wine and horseradish sauce, and it’s the apex of the
night until Creminio ($14) – dessert – is served. Cute
as a button in a coffee cup with layers of chocolate,
hazelnut, Italian meringue and salted caramel ice
cream, it’s the icing on the communal dining cake. In a
post-surf taco town, it’s nice to know chic and sleek
can still work.
69-71 Hall Street, Bondi (02) 9130 1246
atavola.com.au
Italian $$-$$$

have landed in this little café on
Devonshire Street. While there are
the usual hipster affectations - a
hanging herb garden, and everything
from Refresher Juice ($7) to Iced
Coffee ($6.50) served in jam
jars – the coffee’s great and the
food’s even better! The confidently
short seasonal menu offers up
beautifully presented breakfasts
like Citrus Cured Salmon ($18.50)
with apple, celery, fennel and split
dill cream; and creative lunches like
Green With Envy ($23) - nettle
semolina gnocchi presented as a
spring garden with pumpkin puree,
zucchini, yellow squash and peas.
Even the muffins are amazing…
76 Devonshire Street, Surry Hills
(02) 9211 8777 devoncafe.com.au
Café $$
Franco Franco
Get stuck into a chewy Neapolitan

style pizza from the dome shaped
oven, while watching the pizzaiolo
work. Con Patate ($21) bearing
perfectly cooked potato, red
onion and Italian sausage, won
me. Speaking of Italian meat, the
shiny red Berkel meat slicer (and
the lad operating it) provide much
to salivate over too, like boards
bearing Prosciutto San Daniele
($16/50g). He’s also a dab hand at
pasta making, so order a gleaming
copper Scanpan bearing joyously
simple Bucatini Cacio E Pepe ($20)
against easy-drinking 2010 Antica
Enotria Falanghina ($48/bottle)
from the regionally arranged Italian
list. Ricotta Polpette ($8/4 pieces)
prove a perfect start to my Italian
family-style feast!
628 Crown Street, Surry Hills
Italian, Pizza $$
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Redoak Boutique
Beer Cafe
As we slide into the season of revelry, padding out
our calendars with meetings involving food and cheer,
I thought I’d throw in a CBD spot that slides under
the radar… This every-woman (and man) restaurant
and bar is great for groups. It specialises in beer,
and shows great vertical integration, with them also
producing every beer on their (not-insubstantial)
ROCKS & CBD
The Morrison Bar & Oyster Room .
There’s a certain camaraderie that
comes from getting to a bar and
knowing that you’re all there for
exactly the same thing. Here it’s the
Wednesday night six o’clock oyster
swill, where between 6pm and 7pm
you can sink a bounty of bivalves
for a buck apiece. Throw in Crab
and Lettuce Tacos ($18/6) and a
pretty Scallop Ceviche ($22) against
the happy hour Punch-Draught
Cocktail ($10) pumped up from
The Morrison’s cellar, and it’s a great
night out. House-smoked maple
syrup dresses up a Banana Old
Fashioned ($17), which goes down
a treat with a stack of Fish Fingers
($16). They’re not just ordinary
fish fingers either, they’re quinoa-

When vivacious owner Sonia Jabbour met me at a
party, she declared that she sold the best cinnamon
scrolls in Sydney! Cue me: in Hurstville, the very
next Saturday, there to test her claim. Her husband,
Tony Jabbour is the baker. He reinvigorated his
$ - mains less than $15

$$ - mains between $15-$22

GREATER SYDNEY
Woolwich Pier Hotel
Perched on a comfortable verandah
at the end of a peninsula, I survey
the view. The theming feels postColonial, with wide bamboo ceiling
fans, wall-mounted stag horns and
uber-comfortable safari chairs.
They’ve eschewed most of the
obvious renovated pub fare in
favour of a more chic than shabby
collection of British comfort food:
from pot pies to Ploughman’s
lunches; Cornish pasties to scones
with clotted cream; excellent housemade Pickled Vegetables ($10) to
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list! Choosing your brew is made easier by
knowledgeable staff, accurate tasting notes and smart
tasting boards that present a quartet of beers with
four snack-sized dishes. While vegetarians are blessed
with their own board, for the purposes of this
meal I road-tested Seafood ($25) and Meat ($25).
The former was won by salt and pepper soft shell
crab protruding from a compelling Oatmeal Stout,
caramelised onion and chilli relish and matched to
the quaffable Organic Pale ($11/pint); while the latter
impressed most with a seared duck liver and braised
red cabbage combination against their bananaflavoured German Wheat Beer ($11/pint). Pick out a
pint of your favourite – perhaps the approachable All
Day Breakfast ($13.50/pint) that delights with hops
and mango – to accompany a hearty main, like the
Duck Triple Treat ($33); or take on one of Sydney’s
better burgers: the Beef, Beer and Brioche Burger
($25), which even includes a beer.
201 Clarence Street, Sydney (02) 9262 3303
redoak.com.au
Modern Australian, Burgers $$$

encrusted WA sardines.
225 George Street, Sydney
(02) 9247 6744 themorrison.com.au
Bar, Bar Food, Cocktails $$-$$$
Lotus Dumpling Bar
Chipping through the brickwork
to reveal the Asian heart of Walsh
Bay, this new dumpling hot spot
is already attracting a crowd! The
aesthetic is post-industrial Shanghai
steampunk with gleaming copper
utility pipes echoed throughout.
You’re here for dumplings by Dan
Hong graduate Neo Ni. Scallop and
Vegetable Shumai ($13.80/4) were
an easy favourite; and while some
- like Prawn Dumplings ($13.80/4)
- lack the gossamer skins you find
elsewhere, they win hands down on
flavour. Enjoy Pan Fried Pork and Bok
Choy Potstickers ($10.80/4) with
TsingTao Beer ($10), or take a kick-

Oregano Bakery

jackie@alternativemediagroup.com
By Jackie McMillan

ass Burning Mandarin ($18) cocktail
against gleaming Wok Fried Green
Beans ($18) with minced pork and a
leftfield mustard/olive twist.
3/16 Hickson Road, Walsh Bay
9251 8328 lotusdumplingbar.com.au
Chinese $$-$$$
Café Opera
In the shadow of their popular
buffet, lies one of Sydney’s most
underrated restaurants. The dishes
here warrant attention, from the
opening Apple Wood Smoked Duck
($17) pate and candied quinoa
lollipops, and leafy green hillock of
Grima’s Farm Red Radishes ($15),
it’s clear that your meal will be
something special. Grilled Cotton
Bay Sardine ($16) employ coal
smoke, fennel and crisp sardine
skin to expertly balance what’s
normally an oily fish. Slow Cooked
Egg ($27) is texturally enriched by

Lebanese pizza shop by developing these amazingly
moist Cinnamon Scrolls ($15/6) blanketed in icing
sugar. The recipe took him six months to perfect, but
now he tells me: “I’ve got four people working every
night upstairs, just making scrolls.” They come in a
battalion of flavours from Salted Caramel ($5.90);
to a jam-filled Aussie fav. Lamington ($5.90); to my
preferred option: Tahini, Sesame and Pistachio ($5.90).
Filled with halva mousse, the latter unites the two
seemingly disparate themes of this bakery together.
So, do park yourself at the comfortable communal
table in this gleaming white store, for a preliminary
(four) Cheese Pizza ($6.50) or an even-better Sonia
Special Wrap ($9). Not a man to rest on his laurels,
Tony’s already working on his next big thing – a
Scroll/Croissant/Doughnut ($4.50) hybrid. It’s light
and slightly savoury; the perfect foil to my De Gabriel
Latte ($3.80), made by their son – and bakery heir –
Jayden, sporting a cute topknot in his hair. And for the
record: yes, they’re the best scrolls I’ve eaten.
1/56 Connells Point Road, Hurstville South
(02) 9546 3666 oreganobakery.com.au
Breakfast, Pizza, Lebanese, Bakery $
$$$ - mains between $22-$30

Potted Crab ($14). Tea-soaked
raisins and a hint of Keen’s Curry
Powder raise the Poached Chicken
and Mango Salad ($18) beyond usual
pub salads; or there’s Crisp Skinned
Confit Duck Leg ($26) on Savoy
cabbage with chestnuts and figs.
2 Gale Street, Woolwich 9817 2204
woolwichpierhotel.com.au
Pub Bistro, Cocktails $$-$$$
The Oaks Hotel
If there’s a better pub steak in
Sydney than this Rib-Eye on
the Bone ($42) I haven’t found
it. Arriving in a mountain of
marrowbone, golden spuds and
spinach, with anchovy and parsley
butter, it’s worth the spend. Danny

$$$$ - mains over $30

Russo’s also done wonders for the
humble Sausage Roll ($13); and
perked up pub mussels Au Congo
($29) with lemongrass, chilli and
coconut cream. Explore beyond
the richly red, mid-1930s American
steakhouse setting and you’ll find
Art Deco private poolrooms
sporting classic beer posters; and
a leafy courtyard where you can
get “triple parked at one o’clock
in the afternoon” with craft brews
and the Shaw & Smith M3 Vineyard
Chardonnay ($15/glass).
118 Military Road, Neutral Bay
(02) 9953 5515 oakshotel.com.au
Pub Bistro, Steak $$$$

The Cottage Bar
& Kitchen
As the sun sets over the Balmain village, there are
worse places to be sitting than the front yard of
this picturesque cottage. Throw in a punch bowl of
Strawberry Sangria ($32) and you have the makings
of a girls’ night out. Watching them through one of
the cottage windows, I tell manager Chris Hughes: “I’ll
morels, mullet bottarga, salmon roe
and a surprising Cups Estate 2006
Merlot ($10/glass) match from the
dish-by-dish wine matches (which
really make drinking against this
imaginative, produce-driven menu a
breeze).
Intercontinental Sydney, 117
Macquarie Street, Circular Quay
interconsydney.com.au/cafeopera/
(02) 9253 9396
Modern Australian $$$$

INNER WEST
The Royal Leichhardt
Hipster pub pastiche has come to
Leichhardt, with the W. Short Hotel
Group doing one of those pub
transformations that takes your
local from an old men’s boozer and
gambling den, to somewhere you can

have what she’s having!”Soon after I had my own glass,
resplendent with fragrant red berries – yes, summer’s
officially here. Inside, the kitsch, homely-vibe looks
accidental, but is actually expertly crafted by Luchetti
Krelle (responsible for Darlo. favourite Hinky Dinks).
It’s broken up by an oddity – a large domed wood fire
pizza oven – that Chris tells me, somewhat ruefully,
is a throwback to the Italian restaurant predecessor.
As I tuck into a De Jamon Pizza ($26) bearing Monte
Nevado Jamón Serrano, pear, walnuts, Parmesan and
vincotto I’m thankful they didn’t rip it out. Chef Ellen
Young supplements the pizzas with share plates, won
by juicy roast Chook ($24) with excellent wild rice
pilaf, apricot yoghurt and pistachio crumb. Throw in a
Snow Pea Salad ($13) or her quirky Pumpkin Mousse
($12) and you’ll still fit in the Fairground Plate ($16).
With candied apples, cones, pillowy marshmallows
and more, believe me: you want to go to the fair!
342 Darling Street, Balmain (02) 8084 8185
thecottagebalmain.com.au
Bar, Bar Food, Pizza $$-$$$

get a decent cocktail, craft beer and
something culinarily more exciting
than a ‘schnitty’ or ‘parmi’. While
these items remain on the menu,
you’ll also find American comfort
food, from Hot Wings ($17.50) to
Grilled Watermelon Salad ($15.90),
plus an upstairs cocktail bar that
doesn’t ignore the area’s Italianate
influence. The Ginger Cat ($14)
boasting Aperol and Appleton
Rum, and the Garden Party ($13)
combining Tanqueray Gin,Vermouth
and Campari were my cocktail
favourites.
156 Norton Street, Leichhardt
(02) 9569 2638
theroyalleichhardt.com.au
Bar Food, Cocktails, Pub Bistro $$
The Counter
What’s this - “tables” constructed
from repurposed materials; potted

succulents; drop-shadowed retro
font work; a blackboard promising
cold-drip coffee; and sensible aprons?
Yes, a small piece of hipster Surry
Hills has sprung up in downtown
Petersham! The Cold Drip ($4)
made on Coffee Alchemy is fruity,
and perfect with their signature
Beetroot Brownie ($4.50). The menu
peppers the usual all-day breakfast
options with some excitement:
Smashed Avocado ($15) and
Tasmanian Smoked Salmon ($17)
are both dressed up with 63 degree
poached eggs. On the sweeter side
there are fluffy Hotcakes ($12),
served in triplicate with rhubarb
compote, mascarpone and crunchy
pistachio praline; plus a counter of
interesting baked goods.
96 Audley Street, Petersham
(02) 9569 2949
Café $

FOOD NEWS
I’m going to remember 2013 as the year I fell in love with whisky. It started
with The Macallan and their recently unveiled 1824 Series:Amber, Sienna and
Ruby.They are all single malt whiskies, with names representing their natural
colours, which develop from their length of time in oak sherry casks.While
Amber [RRP $105] and Ruby [RRP $220] were both mighty smooth, my
favourite Scotch whisky was Sienna [RRP $160] - it captures your imagination
with oranges, vanilla, figs, raisins and ginger.
www.themacallan.com
Straight off the back of this, I met Sam Simmons, the global brand ambassador
of another Speyside producer:The Balvenie. He furthered my education by
teaching me how to drink whisky:“Flirt with it - make her want you!” He
also told me that whisky drinkers are “the most promiscuous drinkers” of
all, changing partners more often than other drinkers. Some whisky drinkers
keep a harem of different whiskies. My favourite of this range was The Balvenie
15 Year Old Single Barrel [RRP $120], which combined vanilla, butterscotch,
delicate spicing, and honey with a peaty smokiness that gently reminded me I
was drinking whisky.
www.thebalvenie.com

BAR FLY

RABBIT HOLE

Bon Iver. Arcade Fire. Bombay Bicycle Club. “This could
be my playlist,” my bar bloke illuminated as we juiced up
on the real underground business: good booze. It’s not
just his taste in music that he shares with head bartender
(and bar owner) Doug Laming. There’s also a thirst for
creativity. Our photo of Laming’s Jellied G&T ($11) went
viral while we were still in the bar. Others saw the image,
but we got the real treat: to savour the shot. Longer
gin - like Martini Magic ($21) - is also on offer on this
inventive cocktail list. Laming sure gets his spirits, but has
also put together a fine collection of wines and beers.
And how good is the food? We reckon Rabbit Hole
dishes up some über good grub, including one of the best
burgers in Sydney.
82 Elizabeth Street, Sydney (02) 8084 2505
rabbitholebar.com.au

By Rebecca Varidel

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
NGALPUN MUDTH
(OUR HOME)
Obviously with home, some people
come from broken backgrounds so
they’re exploring that, and how they
came out of it with positivity,” he says.
Touching on the full gamut of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture and
experiences, Blanco insists the show
breaks from traditional Indigenous
dance companies, bound by an
infectious current of “raw electric
energy”.
“You will be embraced by it. It’s almost
like going into an Aboriginal community
and they adopt you into their family, so
you have a place in society. You can’t
help but be part of the show.” (EJ)
Until Dec 14, Carriageworks, 245
Wilson St, Eveleigh, $10-35,
8571 9099, carriageworks.com.au

Photo: Branco Gaica

NAISDA Dance College will inject
Sydney audiences with a spirited shot
of Australia’s newest Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander talent in their
upcoming showcase, Ngalpun Mudth
(Our Home).
Hitting Carriageworks for a limited
season this December, the works of
nine professional and two student
choreographers will be performed by
over 40 developing artists in a pulsing
celebration of their vibrant culture.
Production director Raymond D.
Blanco, himself a NAISDA graduate, says
the idea for the showcase was born
from a desire to capture the rawness
and complexity of the idea of home, as
both a place of refuge and potential site
of trauma.
“There are dark and light moments.

VOICES OF ANGELS

The angelic voices of the Sydney Children’s
Choir and Gondwana Voices – 250 of them – are
appearing in a concert for the festive season
featuring some favourites and something out of
the ordinary.
Both are widely acknowledged, Sydney Children’s
Choir (founded 1989) tour extensively and
aim for a distinctive Australian choral sound
while Gondwana (founded 1997) were the first
Australian children’s choir to perform at the BBC
Proms (2007).
Lyn Williams is founder of both choirs and an
acclaimed choral and orchestral conductor of
many years’ experience. This year she led the
choirs on separate UK/European tours which
included performances at Westminster Abbey and
St Paul’s Cathedral.
Lyn promises variety in a concert which features
traditional Christmas carols and music of John
Rutter. For Caccini’s Ave Maria the Goldner
String Quartet will form part of the orchestra
and the Goldners will also perform the last two
movements from Dvoràk’s American Quartet.
People often tell Williams that “once they’ve
heard the Angels sing, Christmas has really
started”. (MM)
Dec 16-17, City Recital Hall, Angel Place,
Sydney, $57, 8256 2222, cityrecitalhall.com

ON/OFF
What do a cattle-drover from McLeod’s
Daughters and a broke rebel with anger issues
in production ON/OFF have in common? The
wonderfully versatile Lisa Chappell.
If performing in this naughty new cabaret isn’t
enticing enough, she has also penned the script.
“Writing’s fairly solitary work,” Chappell says,
“but going out afterwards and performing isn’t.
They’re different beasts and I love them both.”
In ON/OFF just before the curtain rises, the
pianist throws in the towel, some startling news
arrives onstage, and two small-time cabaret
singers struggle to keep a whole lot more than
the show together.
“Marissa [Dikkenberg] and I get to sing, dance,
scuffle and give new meaning to some great old
jazz songs. It’s going to be a lot of fun,” Chappell
says.
With live accompaniment from Daryl Wallis, ON/
OFF is bound to be peppered with laughter and
mayhem. The Bordello Theatre aims to provide
an inimitable look into the wonderful world of
(strictly adult only) cabaret. (RG)
Until Dec 15, Bordello Theatre, Level 4, Kings
Cross Hotel, William St, Potts Point, $20-25,
trybooking.com, Strictly 18+
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is a difficult one to answer
and why it has become such a
strong part of the Australian
culture is also up for vicious
debate at the moment,”
explains co-director Samantha
Cunningham.
There is a real emphasis on

For lovers of dance and hybrid
culture, this new double bill
of Spanish dance promises to
excite.
Presented by Chatswood’s
Flamencology Dance Studio
who are dedicated to teaching
the art of Flamenco dance, as
practiced in Spain.
The night is presented in
two halves. The first is a
performance, of ‘Fiesta’
flamenco, a more traditional
dance featuring the sounds of
the castanets, and the rhythms
of the feet.
Following is the presentation
of Torero, a theatrical drama.
Torero is the story of “the
Matador and his family, the
uncertainty the family goes
through, the ritual of the
bullfight, and the bull and his
fight for life,” artistic director
Katia Ruiz explains.
An intense dance, it begins on
the morning of the bullfight
as the Matador prepares by
going to the alter and seeking
remorse for the life of the bull.
Originating in the south of

Spain flamenco was originally a
Gypsy dance.
“It was an expression of what
they wanted to achieve in life,”
Ruiz explains.
While Flamenco may conjure
images of a romantic interlude,
despite the preconceptions,
“It’s really a dance based on
pride and emotion… It’s a

performance level dance,” Ruiz
says.
For those considering
learning, it takes commitment,
dedication, and discipline not
unlike any other art form. (VP)
Dec 14-15, Zenith Theatre,
McIntosh St, Chatswood,
$36-79, 9777 7547,
zeniththeatre.com.au

BLACKROCK

THEATRE &

PERFORMANCE
WAITING FOR GODOT A
sparse, desolate theatre within
a theatre set design ensures the
focus is firmly on the two strong
leading men in this Samuel
Beckett absurdist comedy.
Hugo Weaving is Vladimir, whose
optimistic, jovial façade masks
weariness as he waits with
his friend Estragon ( Richard
Roxburgh) to be seen by the
never-arriving Godot.
Waiting for Godot has a
reputation as an elusive
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TORERO

masterpiece. It is full of complex
philosophies intended for
interpretation by the audience
at will, and STC’s production is
simply superb. (LL)
Until Dec 21, Sydney Theatre, Pier
4, Hickson Road,Walsh Bay, $55105, 9250 1777, sydneytheatre.
com.au
THE DREAMER EXAMINES
HIS PILLOW Unpathed
Theatre Company will stage this
production by Pulitzer-winning
playwright John Patrick Shanley.
A dark comedy set in the 1980’s
New York neighbourhood of the
Bronx, it explores love with a

THE HORSE’S MOUTh

Playing at the Bondi Pavilion is this
autobiographical performance festival. It
features a diverse collection of short, one-act
plays, all of which are based on personal stories.
One of the featured acts is Melbourne-based
writer and performer Bron Batten’s Sweet Child
of Mine.
“It’s a show I do with my parents about
what I do for a living… performance and
contemporary art,” Batten says.
While other artists often bring their parents
along to their shows to watch, Batten has taken
this one step further. After seeing her parents
read a piece of text to camera, so impressed
was Batten in the way they engaged with the
text that she decided to cast them in a much
larger role alongside her in the show.
Prior to the show, Batten says that she had
excluded her parents from parts of her life.
“They were confused and rather nonplussed
about what I did for a living,” she says, but now,
after touring together, they are much more
understanding of her artistic lifestyle.
Audiences will relate to the universal themes of
seeking parental approval and acceptance. (VP)
Until Dec 14, Bondi Pavilion Theatre, 1
Queen Elizabeth Dr, Bondi Beach, $15-30,
9356 0147, rocksurfers.org/horsesmouth

NOEL! NOEL!
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Based on the real life rape and
murder of Stockton schoolgirl
Leigh Leigh on November 3rd,
1989, Blackrock has played a
powerful role in Australian
culture ever since. The play
adaptation is no different.
“The question of rape culture

the illusion that nostalgia and
hindsight can bring with age
and it is something that the
play really hopes to highlight.
“I think that if you tap into
the rose-coloured ways that
people look at the past and
shatter that illusion, I really
think it drives it home for
people and makes them think
about the way they grew up.
How we in turn are raising
our children now, that’s what
I’d like them to walk away
with,” says Cunningham.
Presented by Epicentre
Theatre Company, this play
is much more than just
a recreation of a horrific
event. It is a discussion that
the director says needs to
continue to happen. (AH)
Until Dec 14, O’Kelly
Theatre, Saint Ignatius’
College Riverview, Lane
Cove, $27-32+bf, trybooking.
com/DTYU
($2 from each ticket will
be donated to Rape and
Domestic Violence Services
Australia)

warts-and-all ethos.
The play tells the story of the
all-consuming relationship
between Donna and Tommy, and
mulls over who decides when
and how it is appropriate to love
one another.
The Dreamer Examines His
Pillow’s portrayal of love is
often described as unusual and
dysfunctional for the way it
brutally dissects the rose-tinted
love story archetype. (HC)
Until Dec 21,TAP Gallery
Upstairs Theatre, 278 Palmer St,
Darlinghurst, $25-30,
unpathed.com.au

Entering its 15th year in what has become a
Brandenburg festive tradition NOEL! NOEL!
returns but this time it’s a Celtic-inspired
Christmas.
“It’s a really different program [this year],
traditional in that there are still traditional
carols and things that people are going to really
recognise, but there’s also music that’s really
different,” explains Spencer Darby who is a part
of the Brandenburg choir.
Rehearsal is a big part of being in a choir
especially when you have to learn songs in
different languages.
“It’s a fairly short rehearsal period, but it’s
really intensive, in terms of man hours it’s
actually not a huge amount but it’s about a
week of really intensive rehearsal. It requires a
lot of independence and hard work from the
individuals involved,” adds Darby.
Indeed it will be required in abundance when
Gaelic or Welsh verses need to be sung.
“We do different interpretations of well known
traditional music like Gaelic and Welsh verses
of a well known carol like Silent Night,” explains
Darby.
So how does one describe a Celtic Christmas?
“It’s vibrant; it feels real; it’s more down to
earth and real to me. It feels like you’re part of

MEASURE FOR MEASURE
Set in a place redolent of Kings
Cross, director Richard Hillier
and the Sydney Shakespeare
Festival present Measure for
Measure. It is labelled by some
scholars as one of Shakespeare’s
‘problem plays’ with shifts
between comedy and darker,
more complex ideas.
With all-round excellent
performances including
Danielle Baynes (Isabella), John
Grinston (Duke Vincento) and
Richard Mason (Escalus), James
Townsend’s portrayal of the
bawdy Lucio is the stand-out

a community that belongs to the music, it’s very
human” Darby says. (AH)
Dec 14 & 18, City Recital Hall, Angel Place,
Sydney, $30-106, brandenburg.com.au

performance here.
Measure for Measure remains
a play for our time offering
endless questions with no easy
answers. (SC)
Until Dec 21,The Old Fitzroy
Theatre, 129 Dowling St,
Woolloomoolo, $21-39, 1300 307
264, sitco.net.au
THE WHARF REVUE If the
absurdity of the political climate
has left Australia in a state of
despair, then the latest Wharf
Revue provides an excellent
remedy to one’s despondency.
Written and created by Jonathan
Biggins, Drew Forsythe and

Phillip Scott, this singing and
dancing extravaganza features
Amanda Bishop, Simon Burke
and Andrew Worboys joined by
Biggins and Forsythe to present
a hilariously side-splitting
satirical view of the Federal
Election – and no one is spared.
From Abbott, Rudd and Gillard
to the Dalai Lama and Assange,
these talented performers
deliver an impressively shrewd
satire. (SC)
Until Dec 21,Wharf 1 Theatre, Pier
4, Hickson Rd,Walsh Bay$45-63,
sydneytheatre.com.au

THE NAKED CITY

ADAPTATION - GROUP SHOW

THE ‘DO NOT
RESUSCITATE
PACKAGE’
‘Pyramids’, by Remnim Alexander Tayco, 2013

Adaptation at the Janet Clayton
Gallery is a group show that
combines photography, painting,
and installations which enchant
with visual diversity.
Alicia Rose’s Domicile series
showcases pictures of decaying
rooms. Each empty space is a
narration of fragility, wistfulness
and untold lives. These delicate
images contrast with the strong
colours and surrealistic style of
Remnim Alexander Tayco whose
Pyramids is an exposition of nature
precariously perched on a bed of
sharp triangular threat.
In the rear of the gallery, wit
awaits in Bess Kenway’s works.

Orange Peels, a large installation
composed of the eponymous
rinds, manipulates texture and
form to make compelling viewing.
Kenway’s contributions are a
unique blend, part sculpture and
part painting, with titles that hint
of cheeky independence.
The exhibition is a feast of form,
light and thoughtful creativity.
The mixture is effective and
entertaining and the show is one
which proves the vitality and
versatility of the Sydney art scene.
(LR)
Until Dec 21, Janet Clayton
Gallery, 2 Danks St, Waterloo,
free, janetclaytongallery.com.au

THE BEACH BALL

By Coffin Ed, Miss Death & Jay
Katz
When The Beatles played a
series of shows at the old Sydney
Stadium at Rushcutters Bay back
in 1964, you would have expected
all of their dates to have been
complete sell-outs – such was
the publicity and fervour that
surrounded their first and only
Australian concert tour.The
dilapidated venue, little more
than a big ten shed, could hold
10,000 fans, but hundreds of
tickets still went begging.
Maybe this had something to do with
the quality of seating available because
way back in 1964, what we now know
as ‘priority seating’ was well in practice.
Originally erected as a temporary
boxing venue, the stadium had three
distinct levels of seating. The top priced
seats were known as ‘ringside’ and for
this you actually got a conventional
theatre chair. Next in the pecking order
came the ‘terrace’ which featured
bench-like seating and finally, for the
very budget minded, there were the
bleachers. Framed in chicken wire to
prevent beer bottles being thrown
during boxing stoushes the bleachers
were not for the faint-hearted. Elevated
at the very rear of the venue you found
yourself precariously perched on a
narrow piece of planking with a sizeable
drop to the floor below.
These days so-called priority seating
has been refined to extract every
possible dollar out of the music-loving
punter. Witness the forthcoming
Rolling Stones tour where the top
seats are being offered at well over
$500 and the starting price is just shy
of $200. Similarly most of the big-name
imported acts offer special backstage
packages, priced at up to $1,000, where
you get to meet the artist, have your
photo taken and munch down on a
plate of Jatz crackers. Long gone are the
old days of camping outside the venue
or the local Ticketek outlet to grab the
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best seats. Not only are the majority
of sales online, many of the best seats
are reserved for selected credit card
patrons or corporate sponsors.
In fairness to the Stones they are
offering a selected number of ‘Lucky
Dip’ tickets via their website where
fans can take their chances of securing
a seat for only $90. Given the fact that
it could well be their last ever tour
of this country and that many of the
band’s fans are well into their seventies
themselves, we would love to see the
introduction of a ‘Do Not Resuscitate
Package’. Fans over seventy-five would
be offered a host of extras including
priority seating in a Smokey Dawson
recliner, a pair of Keith Richard’s
monogrammed fluffy slippers and a
Dawn Fraser foot massager, canapés on
wheels courtesy of Meals on Wheels
and free valet parking for their zimmer
frame. Top it off with a free will kit, in
case they die before the actual concert,
and the tix can be bequeathed to a
favourite grandchild.
Okay it all sounds a bit horribly ageist
but don’t forget that these are the
same over seventy fans who once
defied death, dangling their teenage
limbs from the dizzying heights of the
old stadium bleachers. If the Stones
themselves can have a full medical
team of heart, lung and liver specialists
standing by in their backstage dressing
rooms, then surely their equally vintage
fans deserve likewise.
THE HIT LIST: The Jazzgroove
Association is gearing up for next
January’s Jazzgroove Festival with a huge
Christmas Party fundraiser at the
Basement on Tuesday December 17,
featuring The Coggins/Henderson band,
The Venusians and the Jazzgroove AllStar Band along with a mega raffle and
a unique trivia game. The association
has been supporting local musicians for
over fifteen years and all proceeds from
the night will go towards continuing
this great work. Details at
jazzgroove.com

It’s a fun concept, something that has been missing from the streets of Bondi
for years and Rdio.com aim to kick off summer by presenting The Beach Ball.
“Bondi is really lacking a summer party, it’s been years since there’s been
one, so we thought we’d team up with the Beach Road Hotel and do it,”
explains co-founder and DJ Beni Single - aka Beni.
With the predicted heatwave summer ahead and Bondi being one of the
most iconic beaches in the world, The Beach Ball is destined to easily draw
the crowds.
Prospective attendees just need to rsvp on the website to gain free entry to
this weekly Sunday party that promises surprise special guests every week.
“No better environment on a Sunday afternoon than a beach environment,”
adds Single.
Obviously there is great pride in getting the ball rolling in his home town.
“Bondi is a good launch pad for us, there’s no Saturday or Sunday afternoon
parties going on, so it’s a great place to do it,” says Single. (AH)
Every Sunday, Beach Road Hotel, 71 Beach Rd, Bondi, free (RSVP
required), followthebeachball.com

SOUL SURVIVORS: THE ROLLING
STONES ‘EXILE’ AND BEYOND

‘Stones Onstage 1972’, by Ethan Russell

Soul Survivors:The Rolling Stones ‘Exile’
& Beyond is an ambitious collection of
photographs documenting The Rolling
Stones from their infamous tour in
1969, which was marred by violence
at Altamont and 1972’s tour after the
release of album Exile On Main Street.
Captured by Dominique Tarle, a French
photographer known for his association
with the group and established rock
photographer Ethan Russell, who took
thousands of images. Some of these
images are now exhibited in Australia
for the very first time at the hip and
trendy Blender Gallery in Paddington.

Ethan Russell says, “The viewer is able
to be with them from the intimacy
of the creative to the launch on the
road. This experience, this template, is
something the Rolling Stones have done
their entire careers. Amid the chaos,
it is the architecture within which
they live their lives. Soul Survivors is a
remarkable look at one slice of that.”
The photographs intimately capture the
chaos and euphoria of the British rock
band in their golden age. (LK)
Until Feb 1, Blender Gallery, 16
Elizabeth St, Paddington, free,
9380 7080, blender.com.au

MOON DAYS - TANYA CHAITOW
Moon Days, Tanya Chaitow’s new
exhibition, is a tale of isolation,
whimsy and surrealist provocation.
Her works, now showing at Stella
Downer Fine Art, are strange,
haunting illustrations of emotional
resonance.
Chaitow uses animals, such as owls
and elks as avatars and presents
them against pastel backgrounds.
The anthropomorphic creatures
melt into stones and transform
into trees, becoming part of nature
but distinctly apart.
In The Lives of Rocks 2, a humanelk hybrid sits proudly enthroned
on a rock which threatens to
overwhelm it, whilst in Traces of

Time, two owls perch delicately
in a corner seeking protection
from a barren landscape. These
images tell stories of separation
and loneliness, desire for unity and
yearning for completeness.
Stylistically the paintings are
almost poster-like. They engage
the viewer with a contemporary
aesthetic and intriguing content.
Modern in outlook, yet traditional
in technique, Chaitow joins old
and new to create a unique
perspective. (LR)
Until Dec 14, Stella Downer
Fine Art, 2 Danks St, Waterloo,
free,
stelladownerfineart.com.au

‘The Lives of Rocks 2’, by Tanya Chaitow

ROSE COUSINS
- WE HAVE
MADE A SPARK
Rose Cousins’
most recent
album is a
pleasure to listen
to. Cousins’
voice is like musical honey, made by
tonally perfect bees. Her beautiful voice
rises and falls in an unpredictable melody,
flowing river-like through the brain of
the listener.Tambourines and guitars flow
in layers through the rhythmic water.
Time is recommended for listening
to this exquisite songbird. She has the
vocal breadth of Claire Bowditch and
the melodic creativity of Regina Spektor.
Listeners won’t need to shuffle other
music around this album. We Have Made
a Spark is an intoxicating listen, drink it
in. (SP)

CORRINA
STEEL BORROWED
TUNES
Play Borrowed
Tunes backwards
and your woman
will come to you,
you’ll move back into your house and
your dog will come back. It’s as sad as any
country album should be. Corrina Steel
gives us some melancholy solo country
music with a lot of soul.There’s not a lot
of variation in the songs, most of them
begin like an introduction to a story.
However, there’s a cool Rolling Stones
cover and some of the tunes have some
interesting chord changes.The production
is beautiful and warm. It’s nice and simple
with just the occasional vocal harmony to
make your heart bleed. (LC)

Sydney-based musician Rowan Dix aka Joyride ponders
what makes a good show, “It’s tough to describe,” he says.
“I definitely try to put a lot of my personality into my
show, which basically means I talk a lot of shit. But it is
also very dependent on what has been ingested prior to
going on stage.”
What kind of “shit”?
“For instance, if you and your mate are wearing a Chelsea
FC jersey in the crowd, you may get teased a little bit.
I have to say sorry too, so if you want to publish an
apology from me to two guys in Canberra, it would be a
nice thing to do.”
Dix is nothing short of eager. Something of a jack-of-allgenre’s, he’s toured on DJ duties for Aussie rap moguls
Spit Syndicate, yet also lent his attuned bass guitar skills
as a member of gothic folk mob Winter People. After
touring the likes of America as well as doing many circuits
Down Under, Dix candidly admits he’s been “suitably
prepped”.
“The idea of doing a little three-day run for my own stuff
kind of pales in comparison to what I’ve already done,”
he counters.
“But it’s cool and it’s just about going out and showing

JOYRIDE

LIVE WIRE

Joey Bada$$: Supported
by Remi and The
Underachievers, this
Brooklyn rapper’s following
has been actively bubbling
away since June last year.
Thanks to his debut mixtape
1999 sending the Internet
into a frenzy, his advanced
flow and witty lyricism have
become highly appreciated.
He has also been hailed as
being “beyond his years”.
He manages to bridge the
gap between new and oldschool rap, something which
many artists of present have
struggled with.
Thu, Dec 12th,The Metro
Theatre
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Catherine Traicos & The
Starry Night: Sydneybased with a penchant for
folk themes and bluesy
sounds, Catherine Traicos
and her outfit will be
enveloping the room with
her enchanting sounds. They
recently released their latest
album The Earth,The Sea,
The Moon,The Sky and this
lady has been complimented
as possessing one of the
most beautiful voices in
contemporary music. Their
guest on the night will be Lo
Carmen.
Fri, Dec 13th, Petersham Bowls
Club

DJ Jazzy Jeff: It’s hard
to believe that after two
completely exhausted ticket
releases, there are still some
tickets left for this legendary
DJ’s Sydney set. Since those
feel-good Fresh Prince of BelAir days with the legendary
Will Smith, DJ Jazzy Jeff
has had a stellar career
on his own. After founding
his production company, A
Touch of Jazz, plus multiple
solo albums and a host of
star-studded collaborations,
this Philadelphia native will
be sure to rock the Ivy to
its pool pump room. TICK
TICK TICK TICK, BOOM!
Sat, Dec 14th, Ivy Pool Club

James Muller Trio:
He is of the first names
mentioned when discussing
world class jazz musicians
and James Muller has an
abundance of notches in
his ever growing musical
belt. Two Mo awards, an
APRA award and the 2004
Freedman Fellowship have
all had his name stamped on
them, making him one of the
most sought-after guitarists
and composers that this
country has produced in
years.
Sun,Dec 15th,Venue505
Mac DeMarco:
Overwhelming demand has
seen this gig moving from

my wears to the smaller rooms.”
It’s been a work in progress for a man who describes his
many commitments as “these arms” that he has to “kind
of negotiate when things look like they might get a bit
hairy.”
Dix is also a radio host on FBi and works with underprivileged NSW children through the Heaps Decent
program. However, it’s come to the point where Joyride
is ready to stand on his own, with the help of his threepart EP series titled The Gentlemen Trilogy.
“A lot of my favourite songs and songwriters are really
great storytellers,” he says.
“People like Paul Kelly and the way that he picks apart
the little things of the situation and paints a picture is
amazing. I want to do that with my writing.
“There are some songs where I am stepping into
the shoes of a 19 year-old kid who’s three pills deep
at Candy’s Apartment on a Saturday night. It’s not
necessarily my own perspective but people kind of say
‘that’s a reflection of you’ and I’m like, ‘Well no, that’s just
the kind of stories I see.’” (CD)
Dec 12, Goodgod Small Club, 53-55 Liverpool St,
Sydney, $10+bf, goodgodgoodgod.com
Goodgod Small Club to an
Oxford Street venue, which
says a lot for this rocker.
Record label Captured
Tracks has been at the
forefront of this musician’s
cause, releasing his records
Rock and Roll Night Club
and 2 to rave reviews.
Described as “Elvis-gonebad” audiences can catch
the infectious sounds of
DeMarco at Oxford Art
Factory.
Tues, Dec 17th, Oxford Art
Factory
Intrionsic: Emerging from
the shadow of jazzy gents
Sean Coffin Trio, this is

a relatively new project
that will showcase original
compositions from Coffin
himself. For over twenty
years Coffin has been an
esteemed member of the
Sydney jazz community, not
only as a performer, but
also as a valuable educator
for new talent. With Karl
Dunnicliff on double bass
and Nic Cecire on drums,
this night will provide tunes
with a sincere swing and
effective groove that can
only come from a talented
saxophonist such as Sean
Coffin. (CD)
Wed, Dec 18th, Foundry616

ENDER’S GAME

commander.
Young teenagers will be
mesmerised, whilst many
adults will lower their heads
and laugh as this ludicrous
storyline develops.
Harrison Ford looking tired
and bored as a Colonel and
Ben Kingsley in his silliest role
to date, are cast to attract a
more mature audience in what
is quintessentially a ‘kid’s flick’.
(MM)
WW½

Photo: Clay Enos

Ender’s Game is a sciencefiction action film set in the
future, where gifted children
with brilliant video gaming
skills go to military school
in outer space.They learn
war games and are ultimately
assigned to protect the Earth
from intergalactic invasions.
Effects are dazzling and
performances strong from a
predominantly younger cast.
Asa Butterfield plays Andrew
“Ender” Wiggin, the young
hero who strives to be a

KILL YOUR DARLINGS

Too frequently, films portraying
artists fail to capture the
creative process. Yet John
Krokidas’ Kill Your Darlings
accurately succeeds.
This biopic depicts the
inception of the ‘Beat
Generation’ tracing Allen
Ginsberg’s (Daniel Radcliffe)
early years at Columbia
University, and the vitally
inspirational and debauched
friendships he forms with
Lucien Carr (Dane DeHaan),
the gloriously decadent
William Burroughs (Ben
Foster) and Jack Kerouac (Jack
Huston).

MALTESERS MOONLIGHT
CINEMA 2013/14
Maltesers Moonlight Cinema is a popular
alternative to traditional cinemas and reopens
this summer with an exciting new 2013/14
program. Moviegoers of all ages can watch
contemporary, cult and classic features in the
park, whilst soaking up the ambience of the
gardens.
For those who enjoy old favourites there’s no
shortage of classics including Dirty Dancing, Top
Gun, Life Of Brian and The Rocky Horror Picture
Show.
Current hits such as space drama Gravity,
comedy sensation We’re The Millers, Tom Hank’s
action-packed Captain Phillips and box office
champ Now You See Me, are all screening for
those who may have missed them in cinemas.
Families are catered for with animated features
Despicable Me 2, Turbo and Cloudy With A Chance
Of Meatballs 2 all guaranteed to mesmerise the
young children. A Grease sing-a-long for those
who wish to showcase their talent should also
be a fun night.
Advanced previews are always popular and the
2013/14 program contains some of the most
anticipated Christmas releases, notably Philomena

CLOUDY WITH A
CHANCE OF MEATBALLS
2 The sequel to 2009’s
Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs picks up exactly
eight minutes after the end
of the first animated film.
It soon becomes apparent
that Lockwood’s (Bill Hader)
machine is churning out
menacing food-animal hybrids
and he must reunite with his
friends to save the day… again.
This is another solid
entertaining film from Sony
Pictures. Between the Saturday
Night Live alumni voice actors
and the pun-filled script,
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starring Judy Dench , Disney’s animated fantasy
Frozen and Saving Mr Banks starring Tom Hanks.
Maltesers Moonlight Cinema promises a
memorable evening and enjoyable movies under
the stars. (MM)
Dec 12-Mar 23, Belvedere Amphitheatre,
Centennial Park, Loch & Broome Ave,
Paddington, $18-32 (Gold Grass), moonlight.
com.au

When Carr’s fatally obsessed
older mentor, David
Kammerer (Michael C.Hall),
dies as a result of Carr’s
‘honour-slaying’, Ginsberg falls
deeper into Carr’s frightening
yet alluring world of sexual
and creative discovery.
Eventually developing the
literary distinctiveness that
led to his fame as America’s
foremost beat poet.
The recurring expression “It’s
complicated” describes the
tone of a film both enchanting
and laden with ambiguity. (SC)
WWWW

THE GILDED CAGE
French film buffs will not be
disappointed with this latest
offering. The Gilded Cage is
a comedy about a workingclass, immigrant couple, Maria
(Rita Blanco), a maid and
José (Joaquim de Almeida),
a building foreman. When
they unexpectedly receive
an inheritance, they decide
to return to their native
Portugal to live on a vineyard.
However things start to go
a little haywire when they

have to inform their friends,
neighbours and employers of
their sudden wealth.
Meanwhile, their adult
daughter Paula (Barbara
Caprita), is dating the son of
her father’s wealthy boss - will
love triumphant over money
and family ties?
With a huge line-up, and an
array of colourful characters
this is a highly enjoyable film.
(VP)
WWW

FLICKERFEST 2014
The Flickerfest 23rd International Short Film
Festival returns to iconic Bondi Beach this
summer, recognising excellence in short films
and showcasing 100 of the best selected from
over 2000 submissions. This is one of only 54
short film festivals in the world accredited
by the Academy and is also recognised by the
British Academy of Film and Television Arts.
The trailer, screening virally to spread awareness
of the 2014 festival, is an ingenious comic
parody themed around The Blues Brothers and
aptly filmed on Bondi Beach.
International and Australian short films as well
as documentary and environmental shorts will
be showcased in categories.
Oscar Favourites consists of the greatest

Academy Award nominated shorts. Short Laughs
and Flickerkids should entice younger viewers
and music lovers will be delighted by what’s
on offer in FlickerClip. Weird and Wacky is a
category which is ridiculously entertaining.
Vote Yes is preselected for the festival and is
the moving story of the bonding of two “very
different women” during the 1967 Australian
referendum on Aboriginal rights.
Flickerfest International Short Film Festival is a
cinematic event not to be missed, screening at
the first outdoor beachside cinema in Australia.
(MM)
Jan 10-19, Bondi Pavilion, Queen Elizabeth
Dr, Bondi Beach, $18-150 (season pass), 8362
3400, flickerfest.com.au

this sequel ticks all the right
boxes for both adults and
children. (LL) WWW½

panoramic views of Portugal
don’t compensate for a
mundane script. (MM) WW½

prone Paul Potts, and
entirely believable. (VP)
WWW½

readers and moviegoers
alike. (MM) WWW½

NIGHT TRAIN TO LISBON
Raimund Gregorius (Jeremy
Irons) is a high school teacher
leading an uninspiring life as
a divorcee until he rescues a
lady from jumping off a bridge.
His obsession with a book he
finds in her jacket is the catalyst
to an adventure in Lisbon.
Night Train To Lisbon is successful
on a dramatic literary platform,
but fails to ignite on film.
Flawless performances by a
brilliant cast and exquisite
cinematography showcasing the

ONE CHANCE is based
on the true story of Paul
Potts, winner of the first
season of Britain’s Got Talent.
The film chronicles Potts’ life
prior to BGT and his journey
towards stardom. Growing up
in the working-class town of
Bristol, England, Potts develops
a love and passion for opera.
A mobile phone salesperson
by day, opera singer by night,
this is a rags-to-riches tale.
James Corden is delightful
to watch as the accident-

THE HUNGER GAMES:
CATCHING FIRE The story
continues as victors of the 74th
Annual Hunger Games, Katniss
Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence)
and Peeta Mellark (Josh
Hutcherson), are coerced into a
“victory tour” of the districts.
This respectable sequel will
entrance moviegoers. The
fast-paced action sequences
surpass those of the original.
Credit must be given to The
Hunger Games franchise for
captivating a generation of

HOW I LIVE NOW Daisy
(Saoirse Ronan), a wilful
American teenager, is sent to
spend summer with her English
cousins on a rural property. Just
as she begins to revel in their
pastoral existence, they are
suddenly caught up in a violent
military state as war breaks
out in contemporary Britain.
Kevin Macdonald directs a
beautifully told story of a violent
future, whilst the young cast,
led by Irish actress Ronan, is
superb. (CC) WWWW

ON MY WAY is a delightful
‘dramedy’ starring Catherine
Deneuve and is highly
recommended for audiences
who enjoy French cinema.
Bettie (Deneuve) is in her
60s and elegant, yet childish.
She is far removed from
stereotypical characters
of her age and audiences
will warm to her owing to
Deneuve’s cheeky portrayal
and the humorous script that
is wickedly funny at times.
On My Way’s story builds
slowly but once the craziness
of the road trip transpires,
audiences should be
captivated. (MM) WWW

FREEWILLASTROLOGY
by Rob Brezsny

a

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Franklin D. Roosevelt
was elected President of the
United States four times,
more often than any other
president. We can conclude
that he was one of the most
popular American leaders
ever. And yet he never
won a majority of the votes
cast by the citizens of his
home county in New York.
I foresee the possibility of a
comparable development in
your life. You may be more
successful working on the big
picture than you are in your
immediate situation. It could
be easier for you to maneuver
when you’re not dealing with
familiar, up-close matters.
What’s outside your circle
might be more attracted to
your influence than what’s
nearer to home.

b

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): In 2009, actress
Sandra Bullock starred in
three films, two of which
earned her major recognition.
For her performance in All
About Steve, she was given a
Golden Raspberry Award for
Worst Actress. Her work in
The Blind Side, on the other
hand, won her an Oscar for
Best Actress. I’m thinking that
you may experience a similar
paradox in the coming days,
Taurus. Some of your efforts
might be denigrated, while
others are praised. It may
even be the case that you’re
criticized and applauded
for the same damn thing.
How to respond? Learn

from Bullock’s example. She
gave gracious acceptance
speeches at the award
ceremonies for both the
Golden Raspberry and the
Oscar.

you recover your verve? I’m
thinking that all you will have
to do is respond smartly to
the succulent temptations that
life will bring your way in the
coming weeks.

C

e

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): Almost 2,000
years ago, a Roman doctor
named Scribonius Largus
developed recipes for three
different kinds of toothpaste.
One contained the ashes
of burned-up deer antler,
aromatic resin from an
evergreen shrub known as
mastic, and a rare mineral
called sal ammoniac. His
second toothpaste was a
mix of barley flour, vinegar,
honey, and rock salt. Then
there was the third: sun-dried
radish blended with finely
ground glass. Let’s get a bit
rowdy here and propose that
these three toothpastes have
metaphorical resemblances
to the life choices in front
of you right now. I’m going
to suggest you go with the
second option. At the very
least, avoid the third.

d

CANCER (June 21-July
22): Are you feeling a
bit pinched, parched, and
prickly? Given the limitations
you’ve had to wrestle with
lately, I wouldn’t be surprised
if you were. Even though
you have passed some of
the sneaky tests and solved
some of the itchy riddles
you’ve been compelled to
deal with, they have no doubt
contributed to the pinched,
parched prickliness. Now
what can be done to help

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Have
you ever situated yourself
between two big bonfires on
a beach and basked in the
primal power? Was there a
special moment in your past
when you found yourself sitting
between two charismatic
people you loved and admired,
soaking up the life-giving
radiance they exuded? Did you
ever read a book that filled you
with exaltation as you listened
to music that thrilled your
soul? These are the kinds of
experiences I hope you seek
out in the coming week. I’d
love to see you get nourished
stereophonically by rich
sources of excitement.

f

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Mythically speaking, this
would be a propitious time
for you to make an offering to
the sea goddess. In dreams
or meditations or fantasies, I
suggest you dive down into
the depths, find the supreme
feminine power in her natural
habitat, and give her a special
gift. Show her how smart you
are in the way you express
love, or tell her exactly how
you will honor her wisdom in
the future. If she is receptive,
you may even ask her for a
favor. Maybe she’ll be willing
to assist you in accessing the
deep feelings that haven’t
been fully available to you. Or
perhaps she will teach you

how to make conscious the
secrets you have been keeping
from yourself.

g

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Don’t linger in a
doorway, Libra. Don’t camp
out in a threshold or get stuck
in the middle of anything.
I understand your caution,
considering the fact that life
is presenting you with such
paradoxical clues. But if you
remain ambivalent too much
longer, you may obstruct
the influx of more definitive
information. The best way to
generate the clarity and attract
the help you need will be to
make a decisive move -- either
in or out, either forward or
backward, either up or down.

h

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
“It’s a rare person who
wants to hear what he doesn’t
want to hear,” said TV talk
show host Dick Cavett. I will
love it if you make yourself
one of those rare types in
the coming week, Scorpio.
Can you bring yourself to be
receptive to truths that might
be disruptive? Are you willing
to send out an invitation to
the world, asking to be shown
revelations that contradict your
fixed theories and foregone
conclusions? If you do this
hard work, I promise that you
will be granted a brainstorm
and a breakthrough. You might
also be given a new reason to
brag.

i

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): There are pregnant
truths I could reveal to you
right now that I’ve decided

not to disclose. I don’t think
you’re prepared to hear
them yet. If I told you what
they are, you wouldn’t be
receptive or able to register
their full meaning; you might
even misinterpret them. It is
possible, however, that you
could evolve rather quickly
in the next two weeks. So
let’s see if I can nudge you
in the direction of getting
the experiences necessary
to become ready. Meditate
on what parts of you are
immature or underdeveloped
-- aspects that may one day
be skilled and gracious, but
are not yet. I bet that once
you identify what needs
ripening, you will expedite the
ripening. And then you will
become ready to welcome
the pregnant truths.

j

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): ”Finifugal” is a rarely
used English adjective that
I need to invoke in order
to provide you with the
proper horoscope. It refers
to someone who avoids or
dislikes endings -- like a child
who doesn’t want a bedtime
story to conclude, or an adult
who’s in denial about how
it’s finally time to wrap up
long-unfinished business. You
can’t afford to be finifugal in
the coming days, Capricorn.
This is the tail end of your
cycle. It won’t be healthy for
you to shun climaxes and
denouements. Neither will
it be wise to merely tolerate
them. Somehow, you’ve got
to find a way to love and
embrace them. (P.S. That’s
the best strategy for ensuring

the slow-motion eruption of
vibrant beginnings after your
birthday.)

k

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): According to 20thcentury British author John
Cowper Powys, “A bookshop
is a dynamite-shed, a
drugstore of poisons, a bar of
intoxicants, a den of opiates,
an island of sirens.” He didn’t
mean that literally, of course.
He was referring to the fact
that the words contained
in books can inflame and
enthrall the imagination. I
think you will be wise to seek
out that level of arousal in the
coming weeks, Aquarius. Your
thoughts need to be aired out
and rearranged. Your feelings
are crying out for strenuous
exercise, including some pure,
primal catharses. Do whatever
it takes to make sure that
happens.

l

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): “I am not fearless,”
says Mexican journalist and
women’s right advocate
Lydia Cacho, “but I’m not
overtaken by fear. Fear is quite
an interesting animal. It’s like
a pet. If you mistreat it, it will
bite, but if you understand it
and accept it in your house,
it might protect you.” This
is an excellent time to work
on transforming your fright
reflexes, Pisces. You have just
the right kind of power over
them: strong and crafty and
dynamic, but not grandiose
or cocky or delusional. You’re
ready to make your fears
serve you, not drain you.

