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BY Michael Koziol
Kristie Rue is going OK, all things 

considered. She has work that is flexible 
and nearby, but it is contract-based and not 
permanent. She lives in community housing 
in Leichhardt, but it is comfortable and 
affordable. Her 10-year old son, William, 
happily attends Leichhardt Public and takes 
part in the school band.

But for a while it looked like things 
wouldn’t work out. In January Kristie was 
moved, along with 65,000 others, from the 
Parenting Payment on to the lesser Newstart 
Allowance. Overnight she lost $120 a 
fortnight. For a single person with dependent 
children, Newstart pays just $271.05 a week.

“I stuck my head in the sand and hoped 
to God that everything was gonna be OK,” 
she recalls. For two years Kristie had been 
studying a Diploma of Community Service at 
Ultimo TAFE, which concluded in December.

“Everybody said to me – community 
service work, there’s heaps of work around, 
you’ll be fine,” she said.

But finding an employer who could 
accommodate her needs as a mother proved 
difficult. Kristie says she was passed over for 
two jobs because she can’t work a rotating 
roster.

“Lots of positions are shift work and that 
was something I wasn’t able to do.”

Kristie now works for a number of social 
organisations in the inner west, but it is 
temporary and insecure. She hopes to find 
something that is permanent but flexible.

She is also participating in a group called 
“Friends of Sole Parents”, which supports 
and empowers disadvantaged single mums 
and dads. It operates twice a week from 
Sydenham’s St Peters Town Hall.

Julie Forster, the group’s co-founder, said the 

focus is on reducing isolation for vulnerable 
single parents.

“They can’t really afford to get out and 
about,” she said. Many struggle with making 
ends meet financially, or dealing with 
difficult and protracted custody battles in the 
Family Court. Compounding that can be an 
overwhelming sense of loneliness.

“The incidence of poor mental health 
is double in single parents to what it is in 
coupled parents,” Ms Forster said.

At present the group’s main activities 
involve arts, craft and cooking, to help 
facilitate interaction and form bonds. Ms 
Forster is acutely aware of the financial stress 
faced by single parents in the inner west, and 
hopes to soon be able to assist members with 
finding work and other problems.

She says finding affordable but serviceable 
housing, and family friendly workplaces, are 
big challenges for inner west parents.

“What I’m finding is that there are a lot of 
families in sub-standard housing that are full 
of mould, and it makes the children sick,” she 
said. Parents will find themselves struggling to 
maintain work if they have to constantly take 
time off to care for sick kids.

Ms Forster said the decision to move 
single parents on to Newstart has been “quite 
devastating for large numbers of families”.

Kristie experienced that first hand. William 
went without a new school uniform at the 
beginning of the year, while mounting bills 
forced his mum to max out the credit card 
and apply for early access to superannuation 
because of hardship.

“My rent didn’t decrease, my electricity 
didn’t decrease, my costs for raising my son 
didn’t decrease, but my payment did,” she 
said.

“You can’t call your telephone provider and 

say: sorry, my payment just decreased so I 
won’t be paying you anymore.”

William, she says, was acutely aware of 
the family’s hardship because extracurricular 
activities – which typically require enrolment, 
travel and uniforms - became too expensive to 
continue.

“There was no way of disguising to him 
what was going on,” she said.

““There are a lot of opportunities in 
the inner west for kids, but when you’re 
financially struggling, they’re the things that 
you just can’t let your kids do.”

The decision to move single parents with 
children over eight years old on to Newstart 
was made under the former Gillard Labor 
government, but was the extension of a 
Howard Government policy from 2006.

Tony Abbott’s Coalition has flagged an 
intention to improve welfare payments for 
single parents. The Australian has reported 
that social services minister Kevin Andrews 
favours “a more generous income test for 
parents on Newstart”.

Friends of Sole Parents meets on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at St Peters Town 
Hall, 39 Unwins Bridge Road, Sydenham. 
For more information visit: 
friendsofsoleparents.org.au 

Single mums support each other

By Michael Koziol
Reports of Balmain Market’s demise 

are greatly exaggerated, its manager Kevin 
McDonald says.

Responding to complaints from some 
stallholders that the patronage and quality of 
the market had plummeted, Mr McDonald 
said he expected to persevere through a difficult 
period in the economic cycle.

“We are going through a typical season low 
in terms of the yearly cycle of the market,” 
he told the Inner West Independent at the 
weekend. “All markets across Sydney have seen 
a downturn in trade, and that’s reflective of the 
overall economy.”

Mr McDonald pointed to massive discounts 
being run by fashion stores on Darling Street as 
further evidence of the retail issues being faced 
by Balmain.

On Saturday, about a dozen stalls plus 
a food hall were operating, although many 
last-minute cancellations had been taken due 
to road closures, the fleet review and football 
finals, Mr McDonald said.

He acknowledged the market had 
experienced a “tough time” but said spend-per-
head remained high because it was positioned 
as “upmarket” compared to others nearby.

“Orange Grove is food, Rozelle specialises 
in second hand, and we’re more a boutique 
market,” he said. “We encourage artists and 
people who do craft to come.”

Many stallholders present at the weekend 
expressed confidence in the market’s managers. 
Maryanne Harris, who has sold hand-crafted 
soap, candles and body care products at 
Balmain Market for nine months, travels from 
Penrith every Saturday.

“We love this market,” she said. “I do very 
well here, every single week – I’ve never made 
a loss, which is why I keep coming back.

“Kevin’s been fantastic. All the staff here 
have been really, really good.”

Ms Harris said she owed her success to 
having the right product in the right location, 
and stallholders who don’t would find 
themselves struggling. Mr McDonald agreed 
that was a challenge.

“The people in this market who are 
doing well are the people who have the right 
products,” he said.

“Marketing your product in a place like 
Balmain Market – or any other market – is a 
continual process of adapting as your client 
base changes their spending behaviour.”

Shaun Farlow, a garden landscaper, 
sells plants at the market because it was 
recommended by a friend. He has been trading 
here for three months, has made “consistent” 
sales and says he loves the atmosphere.

But not all stallholders were optimistic. One, 
who refused to be named, said Mr McDonald 
was “full of excuses” about the market’s 
declining patronage and size.

“The whole thing needs to be shut down 

and revamped with a new manager,” she said.
Others, who had been selling at the market 

for more than a decade, complained about 
management’s preference for selling new rather 
than second-hand goods. They said the future 
of the market was grim.

Mr McDonald, who is also pastor of St 
Andrews Church which hosts the market, said 
he has discussed linking with other Balmain 
events such as the dog parade held across the 
road in Gladstone Park.

He said the implication in an August 29 
story that dogs had been refused entry to the 
market was inaccurate.

“Despite some suggestions to the contrary, 
this is actually a dog-friendly market,” he said.

Trade is expected to lift in the lead-up to 
Christmas. Mr McDonald said any decision 
about the market’s future would not be his to 
make, but that of the church and its executive.

“I’ve made my views known [to the church],” 
he said. “Any business that doesn’t review 
what’s happening is foolish. But that doesn’t 
mean that the market’s about to close.”

Determined manager says markets are here to stay
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BY sean o’gradY
A report suggesting 

demolition of the old Glebe 
Island Bridge would be most 
cost-effective has been 
derided by Leichhardt Mayor 
Darcy Byrne as “biased and 
incomplete”.

The “Options for Glebe 
Island Bridge” report, by 
ACIL Allen Consulting, said 
savings would come from 
reduced maintenance costs 
and reductions in travel time 
for maritime vessels passing 
through the widened channel.

But Mr Byrne said the 
report was based on outdated 
and inconsistent data, and 
cherrypicked information to 
support the NSW Government’s 
objective of demolition.

“Reopening the Glebe 
Island Bridge is crucial to the 
economic success of the Glebe 
Island Expo and the adaptive 
reuse of White Bay Power 
station,” Mr Byrne said.

“Without pedestrian access 
the Glebe Island risks becoming 
an expo without exhibitions and 
a convention centre without 
conventions.”

Greens transport 
spokesperson Dr Mehreen 
Faruqi said the government 
should take advantage of the 
opportunity for adaptive reuse.

“We have an ideal 
opportunity to improve light rail 
and cycleway connections by 
reusing an existing piece of 
infrastructure,” she said.

Chairperson of Friends of 
White Bay, Kath Hacking, wants 
to preserve the bridge as a 
pedestrian corridor. 

“The bridge is an important 
lifeline between the inner 
west and the CBD,” she said. 
Ms Hacking is concerned 
by the influence of wealthy 
boat owners on the planning 
process, and says the figures 
quoted in the report are 
“ridiculous”. She also believes 
it ignores the issues of pollution 
and ecological sustainability 
linked to boating in the area.

The State Governemnt was 
contacted for comment but did 
not respond before deadline.
Community feedback on the 
report can be addressed to 
mmc@transport.nsw.gov.au

Demolish Glebe 
Island Bridge: report

Better days: the Balmain Market has seen stalls and patrons dwindle

Kristie Rue and son William, 10 A bridge over troubled water
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BY TrIana o’KeeFe
A recent report undertaken by the Auditor-

General’s office has uncovered a backlog in 
maintenance throughout the public housing 
sector. Many tenants are left to face health 
issues and are forced to live in damp and 
mouldy conditions.

The Auditor-General found a $330 million 
shortfall affecting maintenance contracts, 
and declared funding for public housing 
maintenance inadequate.

“Public housing is ageing and increasingly 
not fit for purpose,” the report stated.

“To operate within its means, it is balancing 
its budget by reducing maintenance and 
upgrading of existing properties and capital 
programs.”

Penny Tralau from Mould Rescue sent 
professional mycologists to examine the mould 
in Kellie Elliott’s apartment. 

The report found an elevated level of Fungal 
Hyphae, which is a moisture dependent mould 
species.

“The block was under maintained or at best 
minimally maintained,” Ms Tralau told the Inner 
West Independent. “I had a scientific backing 
to take to Housing NSW.

“The place was uninhabitable as at this level 
the moulds are mycotoxin-producing.”

Ms Tralau said she has heard rumours that 
the building was to be destructed in five years, 
possibly as a reason for avoiding maintenance.

Ms Elliott, a single mother and public 
housing tenant, has been forced to remove 
herself and her four-year-old daughter from 
their Waterloo apartment due to the recurrent 

mould infestation.
“The smell of mould and rising dampness 

is throughout the whole house,” Ms Elliott told 
ABC-TV’s 7.30 program.

“All my pillows and all my linen get mouldy.”
Ms Elliott has recently suffered pneumonia, 

while her daughter has had respiratory 
problems due to the condition of their home.

Confronted by the Auditor-General’s 
report and large numbers of complaints, the 
Department of Family and Community Services 
acknowledged that there is a problem.

They are currently trialling call centres 
based in Blacktown and the Hunter region to 
improve performance for maintenance contract 
systems.

The Auditor-General found the act of 
reducing maintenance contracts to balance 
budgets stands as an indictment of Housing 
NSW as the landlord.

City of Sydney Councillor Irene Doutney, 
who lives in public housing, said mould is the 
biggest complaint from tenants at the moment.

“As a public servant, I feel obliged to help, 
but I’m getting nowhere with the department,” 
she said. “They are just not interested in a fix.”

Public housing 
tenants face 
mould outbreak

BY peTer hacKneY
Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore’s media team is 

set for a shake-up, with the Office of the Lord Mayor 
(OLM) advertising for a new Senior Communications 
Officer.

In a job description posted on employment website 
Seek, the role was advertised as a fixed term contract 
to January 2017.

“We are looking for a Senior Communications 
Officer to support the Lord Mayor, with a focus on 
digital communication. A creative communicator who 
can execute campaigns with impact,” said the advert.

“This is a rare opportunity to be part of Australia’s 
most progressive government.

“We’re looking for someone with attention to detail, 
who can work fast, meet deadlines and who shares our 
values.”

The advertisement said the successful applicant 
should be “social media and tech-literate” and have 
“experience working with the media”.

It follows a period of adverse publicity for the Lord 
Mayor, with stories about cycleway disagreements, 
controversial DA assessments, a disenfranchised 
business vote, exorbitant staffing levels, and Lord 
Mayoral threats to stifle press freedom appearing in 
various mainstream publications.

This week, The Daily Telegraph ran a story 
concerning Ms Moore’s threats to sue the Alternative 
Media Group of Australia, which publishes this 
newspaper.

The Lord Mayor threatened to sue over a City 
News report concerning Surry Hills resident Luke 
Harper, whose DA for home renovations and 
improvements was rejected in 2011. Mr Harper 
discovered that a Lord Mayoral briefing note about 
the DA identified him as “a key objector to the Bourke 
St cycleway”.

The Telegraph reported: “Ms Moore’s lawyers, in 
a letter to Alternative Media Group about the article 
… said the comments made by the resident were 
‘defamatory of our client as they suggest that our 
client is: a) unprofessional, b) corrupt and c) worthy of 
investigation by ICAC.’

“The letter, by Makinson & d’Apice lawyers, 
said the Alternative Media Group was liable for the 
resident’s defamatory comment, as well as comments 
on the story online.”

A spokeswoman for Ms Moore said the line about 
the cycleway objection had been “irrelevant” in the 
decision making process, and that the staff member 
responsible for the briefing note no longer worked in 
the OLM.

She said changes to the media team had nothing to 
do with recent media coverage.

“The current incumbent is moving on for career 
development. The City advertises roles that become 
vacant,” she said.

“As the Lord Mayor tweeted on 3 Oct, ‘it’s been 
terrific having [the Senior Communications Officer] in 
the OLM’, but he’s leaving and so we are looking for 
someone to replace him.”

The spokesperson would not disclose the 
remuneration attached to the role.

In August, it was revealed that Ms Moore is served 
by 21 full-time equivalent positions (19 full-time and 
five part-time staff) with total annual employment 
costs of $3.1 million – approximately $148,000 per 
position.

Shake-up for Clover’s spin doctors

Public housing in Redfern
sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore
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newS In BrIef
Watch out, cane about
NSW motorists are 
urged to be aware of 
blind and vision impaired 
pedestrians ahead of 
International White Cane 
Day on Tuesday October 
15. Guide Dogs NSW/
ACT revealed worrying 
new figures which showed 
one in two clients who are 
blind or vision impaired 
have had a near miss with 
a vehicle over the past 
five years. The figures also 
revealed one in 15 have 
actually been struck by a 
vehicle. “Crossing the road 
can be treacherous for 
anyone, but imagine what 
it’s like if you can’t see,” 
said Dr Graeme White, 
CEO of Guide Dogs NSW/
ACT. “All drivers need to be 
aware of the high level of 
near misses and accidents 
pedestrians with vision 
loss are experiencing.”
Greens fight Balmain 
wharf closure
Greens MP Jamie Parker 
has slammed the State 
Government’s plan to 
close Balmain West Wharf 
this month as part of a 
radical shake-up of public 
transport timetables. Mr 
Parker said the closure of a 
transport link between the 

CBD and Balmain made no 
sense, particularly in light 
of the new developments 
which would bring 
additional residents to the 
area. “This short-sighted 
decision follows the recent 
lodgement of [a DA] for the 
Nutrimetics site in Elliott 
St, which will see hundreds 
of new residents in need 
of transport connections,” 
said Mr Parker.

Gay life stories project
A new three-year project 
will aim to record the life 
stories of gay and lesbian 
Australians, in the first 
comprehensive national 
documentation of the 
experiences of gay and 
lesbian people. An initiative 
of the National Library 
of Australia and several 
Australian universities, 
the ‘Past in the Present: 
Australian Lesbian and 
Gay Life Stories’ project 
will record the experiences 
of 60 gay and lesbian 
people from various 
walks of life. Individuals 
wishing to take part can 
register their interest at 
australianlesbianandgay
lifestories.org.au or by 
phoning (02) 9850 9678.

BY MadelaIne Wong 
The International Fleet Review 

arrived on Sydney shores last week 
with hordes lining the harbour to 
celebrate.

Last Friday, over 50 historical 
military warships representing 
various countries entered Sydney 
Harbour. Later in the day, a Navy 
helicopter display and RAAF Roulettes 
commemorated the first seven ships of 
the Royal Australian Navy introduced 
to Sydney Harbour 100 years ago.  

Hugh Lander – a representative of 
the Lady Hopetoun, built in Sydney 
in 1902 – said the naval display was 
unique.

“It was an occasion to feel proud, 
as an Australian, and also to reflect on 
our servicemen and women who have 
protected us in war and in peace, often 
at great personal cost of life and limb,” 
he said.

Prince Harry arrived in Sydney for 
the celebrations on Saturday. He was 
greeted by Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
at Kirribilli House as an official guest of 
the Australian Government, kicking off 
a two-day visit for the Fleet Review.

Saturday was perhaps the most 
notable day for the public, featuring 
Prince Harry’s first official visit to 
Australia. 

Spectator Karl Schmidt was one of 
many clamouring to catch a glimpse of 
the Prince.

“We noticed a large amount of 
police in ships, jet skis and military 
ships surrounding a boat, which was 
interesting as they were shepherding the 
large amount of private boats out of the 
way of this boat,” he said. 

“We discovered it was Prince Harry 
coming to dock next to this pier a large 
crowd had formed around. Harry came 
out of the boat, which brought a roar 
from the crowd.”

Mr Lander said Saturday boasted 
great performances.

“There were many other highlights 
... and to top it all off, the fabulous 
Sydney weather and the evening’s 
fireworks Sound and Light show,” he 
said.

The 30-minute show incorporated 
an array of gold, red, green and blue 
plane-shaped fireworks, while large 
projections were seen at the Opera 
House, commemorating 100 years of 
the Royal Australian Navy. Searchlights 
accompanied the display along with a 
soundtrack that included the Australian 
national anthem.

Memorials and parades continued 
throughout the streets of Sydney this 
week, with most ships set to depart on 
Friday. 

Crowds greet fleet review
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BY peTer hacKneY
Sydney is arguably up there with Singapore, Hong Kong, 

Bangkok and Tokyo as one of the culinary and cultural 
hotspots of the Asian region.

The onetime Anglo-Celtic nature of Sydney, itself an 
aberration after thousands of years of Aboriginal settlement, is 
clearly taking on an Asian countenance, with Asian influences 
extending well beyond the Harbour City’s burgeoning 
Chinatown.

But Chinatown remains the focal point of Sydney’s Asian 
cultures and is, fittingly, the home of the second annual Asia 
On Your Doorstep Festival.

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the festival was a 
unique opportunity for diners to sample delicious cuisine from 
around Asia in one of the city’s most popular precincts.

“Chinatown is such a drawcard for Sydney,” said the Lord 
Mayor.

“This festival gives people a chance to step behind the 
scenes, see Chinatown’s chefs at work and try out some of the 
area’s most delicious food,” she said.

Key components of this year’s festival will include the ‘Eat 
Your Way to Thailand’ competition, with entries available to 
diners at Haymarket eateries until October 31; a ‘Little Eat 
Street Market’ in Little Hay St on October 25; and special 
appearances by Adam Liaw from MasterChef Australia.

The winner of the 2010 MasterChef series, Mr Liaw 
will show off some of his favourite dishes in cooking 
demonstrations at Market City each lunchtime from Thursday, 
October 10 to Sunday, October 13.

Mr Liaw will also judge an Asian cooking competition, 
which will see local TAFE students battle it out with their best 
Chinese, Korean, Malaysian and Japanese creations.

Meantime, students from the City of Sydney’s International 
Student Leadership and Ambassador Program will act as 
festival ambassadors by visiting businesses in Chinatown, and 
nearby Thaitown (Campbell St) and Koreatown (Pitt St).

For more information on the festival visit 
www.asiaonyourdoorstep.com.au.

Asia - and Adam - 
on your doorstep

Prince Harry’s boat on Sydney Harbour
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BY Max chalMers
The University of Sydney Union (USU) has 

confirmed it is seeking to have its Vice-President 
Tom Raue expelled from the board after he leaked 
information contained in an internal report to student 
newspaper Honi Soit.

The student organisation’s attempt to remove the 
elected board director has stirred controversy at the 
university and earned the organisation rebuke from 
vocal sections of the student body.

The information suggested that the University of 
Sydney had exerted influence over police during a day 
of industrial action on campus in August. The university 
had previously tried to distance itself from police actions, 
which earlier in the year resulted in picketers suffering 
injuries including a cracked rib and a broken leg.

Mr Raue has claimed the leak caused no harm to the 
USU and that keeping the information secret would 
have been against the interest of students.

“I think that our primary role as a union is to 
protect the welfare of our members and the university 
community,” he said. “By keeping this information in 
order to preserve our relationship with the university we 
weren’t doing our jobs.”

The USU is one of the country’s largest student 
organisations and received close to $4 million in SSAF 
funding from the University of Sydney this year. Its 
board consists of 13 Directors; 11 of whom are students 
elected by their peers.

Mr Raue’s position on the board was confirmed to 
be in jeopardy after members of the USU’s executive 
drafted a motion calling for his dismissal. A meeting has 
been scheduled for this Friday, at which a two-thirds 
majority will be needed to expel Mr Raue.

Other members of the USU’s board have declined 
to comment on the matter, but a blog posted on the 
organisation’s website accused Mr Raue of breaching 

internal regulations, including his fiduciary duty and his 
responsibility not to use information in an “improper” 
manner.

The blog post said that as Mr Raue had previously 
been censured (for publicly criticising a USU event) and 
that he could not be let off with a reprimand lighter than 
expulsion.

The move has angered some students, who have 
accused the USU of excluding them from the process. 
A Facebook event has been set up inviting students to 
attend the Friday meeting and encourage the board not 
to vote Mr Raue off. Some students took to the page’s 
wall to air their complaints.

“I’ll be standing by Tom, and everybody else 
supportive of a USU that actually prioritises the interests 
of its members,” wrote Leonidas Kontaxis. “He’s one 
of the few members of the board who isn’t a walking 
monument to mediocrity. If he’s suspended, it’d be a 
great loss for the USU and its membership.”

The university management have played down their 
interest in the affair. “It is entirely a matter for the Union 
Board to determine how they deal with Mr Raue’s 
apparent breach of confidentiality but the university was 
not seriously alarmed by the story which appeared in 
Honi Soit,” a University of Sydney spokesperson said.

raue’s expulsion 
leads to 
student rebuke

By PAuL GREGOIRE
Pyrmont residents and office workers 

are up in arms over the proposal to open a 
brothel at 200 Harris St.

Members of the Pyrmont Community 
Group have been campaigning against the 
brothel and have received a groundswell of 
support with a petition reaching nearly 400 
signatures.

The group argues that the locality of the 
proposed brothel is an area already serviced 
by several similar establishments and the 
proposal contravenes Council planning 
guidelines as it is adjacent to 198 Harris St, 
which is zoned for residential development.

“This is a really close community,” said 
Convenor of the Pyrmont Community Group, 
Jill McKay. “We just don’t feel another brothel 
is conducive to a good community.”

The rear entrance of the proposed brothel 
on Paternoster Row is only three doors down 
from an existing brothel at 121 Pyrmont St.

“Our office is next door to the proposed 
brothel and there’s also a brothel right across 
the road from us,” said Ms McKay. “We’ve 
been harassed at night by guys looking for 
the brothel.

“To have another brothel within 70 metres 
and we’re sandwiched between the two. It 
really concerns us for our safety.”

Another concern for local residents is that 
a childcare centre operates only doors down 
from the proposed brothel. Parents already 
have to walk their children past one brothel 
on their way to the centre on Paternoster 

Row.
Jean Stuart from the Pyrmont Community 

Group said: “I think it’s an unsuitable use 
of the buildings when we have so few retail 
opportunities on Harris St and so it will 
impact on resident amenity.

“I mean, people don’t want it. That’s the 
village hub and it’s most unsuitable.”

Ms Stewart was one of the successful 
campaigners against the proposed brothel 
at 1 union St in 2011. At that time the 
developer withdrew their development 
application due to the community outcry.

The Pyrmont Community Group has 
submitted several letters to the City of 
Sydney Council, calling for the DA proposal 
to be addressed at the next Council meeting.

Responding to the letters, Council 
made moves to ensure that the developer 
displayed the DA notification on the 
premises.

However, a spokesperson for the City of 
Sydney said that Council cannot comment 
on development applications under 
assessment.

The planning firm that submitted the 
development proposal is Turnbull Planning.

“The matter is before Council and it’s up 
for determination,” said Director of Turnbull 
Planning, Peter Le Bas. “It satisfies the 
planning criteria, so really that’s the start and 
finish of it.”

Submissions for the DA proposal closed 
on Thursday, October 3.

Pyrmont rallies 
against proposed brothel

USYD students protest at Tom Raue’s expulsion
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BY adaM hunT
With Australia lagging behind the developed 

world on same-sex marriage, political 
campaigners convened last week to champion a 
federal binding vote on marriage equality.

The Future of Marriage Equality forum at the 
Beauchamp Hotel on Oxford St saw a variety 
of politicians and marriage equality campaigners 
discuss the way forward.

Alex Greenwich, the Independent MP for 
Sydney, said it was important campaigners 
were respectful and revealed that less than 
20 Coalition MPs were needed to pass gay 
marriage should the Labor Party hold a binding 
vote.

“There is a strong push within the Labor 
Party for a binding vote for marriage equality 
that ensures there will be maximum number of 
ALP members supporting it,” he said.

“There are currently 55 of them – that means 
we only need something like 16 to 20 Coalition 
MPs to get it across the line. The way we do 
that is by ensuring we don’t have a divisive 
debate but that we have a respectful dialogue.

“Teresa Gambaro, Kelly O’Dwyer and 
Malcolm Turnbull have already come out and 
supported it and we know that there are other 
numbers considering it, so we’re really close. 
This is a really exciting time.”

Liberal City of Sydney Councillor Christine 
Forster, the gay sister of Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott, urged supporters of marriage equality to 
take their family members along to talk to their 
local MPs.

“It is up to everybody who can influence their 
Liberal and Labor MPs and anyone who has a 
voice in this debate to actually get that argument 
out there and to do it in the most respectful 
way,” she said.

“From the community in terms of their 

Liberal Party representatives – go and talk to 
them, take your mum and dad to talk to them.”

The ACT Government introduced the 
Marriage Equality Bill last month permitting 
same-sex marriages. The bill is expected to 
become law this month with the support of 
Labor and Greens MPs.

However, the Federal Government could 
threaten the bill with a High Court challenge 
following Tony Abbott’s decision to seek legal 
advice. The Commonwealth Solicitor-General 
last weekend found that the ACT’s gay marriage 
laws are unconstitutional.

Ivan Hinton, Deputy National Director for 
Australian Marriage Equality, emphasised the 
importance of encouraging federal members to 
acknowledge the democratic rights of the ACT 
population.

“There’s a couple of ways the bill could be 
under threat: one is a High Court challenge and 
that’s a distinct possibility,” he said.

“We need support and influence with our 
federal members, particularly in the Senate. 
We need to encourage them to leave the ACT 
alone. We need to encourage them to recognise 
the democratic rights of the ACT population to 
choose their own laws.”

Sarah Hanson-Young, the South Australian 
Greens Senator, said the ACT bill was critical to 
Australia’s wider debate because it involved the 
rights of the country’s jurisdictions to govern for 
their citizens.

“The ACT legislation is really crucial in this 
because the debate should be about the rights 
of states and territories to govern for their own 
constituents and their own communities,” she 
said.

“I think in a lot of ways it helps build a bridge 
between those in Labor and those in the Liberal 
Party, but particularly those in Labor who feel 
like they can take advantage of the caveat of the 
conscience vote.

“You can’t have caveats on ending 
discrimination – you either believe it needs to 
end or you believe that it can continue.”

Paul Howes, a Labor Party member and chief 
of the Australian Workers’ Union, called on 
his party to reject a conscience vote and hold a 
binding vote.

“I want to urge my party to finally disown 
this phoney notion that we should be affording 
equal respect to both sides of the gay marriage 
debate as if it was some increasingly balanced 
moral quandary,” he said.

“It is the very basic question of equality and 
every moment that we fail to recognise it as such 
is a moment we are denying our true Labor 
values.”

Marriage equality “really close”

City of sydney Councillor Christine Forster
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tSydney councillors slam local government conference

BY PETER HACKNEy
The first annual Local Government NSW 

(LGNSW) Conference, hosted in Sydney 
from October 1-3, has been branded a 
disappointment by City of Sydney councillors 
of various political hues.

Criticisms of the content and calibre of the 
conference were expressed, with complaints 
about sexism looming especially large.

In a statement released late last week, 
Greens Councillor Irene Doutney criticised 
what she saw as “a return to the old boy’s 
club”.

“In a weak local government conference, 
the ‘old boys’ have been returned to the main 
office bearer positions,” said Ms Doutney. 
“No women have been elected to office bearer 
positions.”

Ms Doutney went on to attack the 
conference’s procedural structure, expressing 
concerns about the lack of opportunities to ask 
questions.

“It is extremely concerning that the standing 
orders … prevent any delegate raising any 
business from the floor,” she said.

“It is further concerning that 
the conference has not … allowed 
questions on the financial reports 
[or] following speeches from State 
Opposition Leader John Robertson and 
Local Government Minister Don Page.

“The conference was confused and 
lacked structure and accountability,” 
she said.

At the other end of the political 
spectrum, Liberal Councillor Christine 
Forster also noted the lack of female 
representation.

“There’s a lack of women 
representatives in local government 
generally – that is reflected in the 

make-up of the board and the delegates. It’s 
certainly a problem in local government – 
though not at the City of Sydney, where seven 
of the ten councillors are women.”

Ms Forster, sister of Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott, had been considered a favourite in 
the LGNSW presidential election held during 
the conference, with commentators noting her 
high-level links to the O’Farrell and Abbott 
Governments – but Coffs Harbour councillor 
Keith Rhoades won the role of LGNSW 
President.

Labor Councillor Linda Scott said she 
was “incredibly disappointed” by the lack 
of women elected to the LGNSW executive 
board, noting that of 24 people elected to 
the executive, just seven were female. But 
Ms Scott said some good came out of the 
conference, and was pleased delegates upheld 
her concerns about changes to state planning 
laws.

“I moved an amendment in the planning 
debate, which was accepted, to express very 
strong concern about the State Government’s 
proposed changes to planning laws,” she said.

Ms Scott’s amendment called on the 
State Government to ensure community 
consultation, and said planning decisions 
must be made with infrastructure provisions 
in mind.

Living Sydney Councillor Angela 
Vithoulkas also voiced criticisms of the 
conference, and said she found the opening 
night at Town Hall “offensive”.

“I really think that in this day and age, we 
could have done without the drinks dollies 
dressed in burlesque outfits,” she said. “You 
had all these male councillors leering, being 
served drinks by scantily-clad girls – it was 
very derogatory and degrading.

“I don’t know what the point of the 
conference was,” she added. “There seemed to 
be more emphasis on the correct placement of 
semi-colons than anything substantial.”

By contrast, Sydney Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore refused to comment on the conference. 
A spokesperson for the Lord Mayor said all 
questions should be directed to LGNSW.

Keith Rhoades, in his capacity as LGNSW 
President, said: “To date, LGNSW 
has not received a single complaint 
from City of Sydney councillors or 
any other council. Delegates will soon 
receive a survey on the first LGNSW 
Conference to obtain their feedback, 
both positive and negative, so that 
we can make improvements to future 
conferences.”

Mr Rhoades said elections for the 
LGNSW board were conducted by 
the Australian Electoral Commission 
“in a democratic and fair manner” 
and said there were “no impediments 
to women being nominated for board 
positions”.sydney Town Hall





BY adaM hunT
Wordsmiths, adventurers and lovers of mystery 

are in for a treat this October as the inaugural 
Word Travels Festival hits town. Created from the 
Australian Poetry Slam, the festival will play host to 
the annual spoken-word competition and many more 
hip events.

Festival coordinator and spoken word poet, Miles 
Merrill, explains what a poetry slam is. “Basically 
people get up onto the microphone with their story, 
their poem, monologue or lyrics. The judges are 
chosen from the audience randomly and as people 
perform, they get a score out of ten and whoever has 
the highest score at the end of the night either wins a 
prize or can go on to compete in the next round,” he 
says.

“When I think of spoken word I think of a variety 
of things. It can be poetry but it can also be lyrics and 
stories and monologues and kind of anything that 
you’d get up and perform with words.”

Merrill, who is originally a native of Chicago, 
tours his Word Travels company to communities 
internationally, inspiring people to write and perform 
their own stories. He originally wanted to be an actor 
but couldn’t find any scripts that were up to scratch.

“I realised that there were no scripts that I really 
liked. Especially being African-American in the States, 
but even in Australia it’s the same thing, you end 
up waiting a long time before you see a script that is 
about something you identify with,” he says.

“What I’ve discovered here is the diversity of 
writers. In the States the slam has been really utilised 
by more marginalised communities and these 
marginalised communities don’t have an audience 
of people who feel the same kind of empathy for 
oppression.”

So what does the Australian community have to 
wax lyrical about?

“In Australia it’s often the case that people aren’t 

going through as much suffering, certainly in Sydney, 
so it’s harder to see people getting up to do just 
identity poems about race or about the difficulties of 
growing up poor. What you do get is a lot of gender 
politics and a lot of political poetry in general,” says 
Merrill.

“Then I see even more diversity when I go out to 
the regional areas in Australia and hear the different 
perspectives there. It’s not so much a struggle as a 
different perspective of poetry.”

Aside from unearthing poetic voices all over 
Australia, the Word Travels Festival is also a great 
opportunity for established Australian performers 
to introduce new elements to their art. Successful 
Sydney historian/storyteller, Vashti Hughes, is one 
such person.

“I’m on of a team of performance poets and 
storytellers who will be performing inside of a 
mansion in the Rocks,” she explains.

“There are a whole lot of rooms in this mansion. 
There are five storytellers and poets who are all 
really well renowned. In these rooms we each do 
a little performance piece to an intimate audience 
and then the audience switches rooms. So you keep 
moving around this amazing mansion and keep seeing 
different storytellers and poets.”

Innovative events like this are changing the face 
of poetry and lifting the art out of dusty old history 
books and high school english classes, it forces 
performers and writers to ‘speak outside of the box’.

Hughes is a performer though who has had 
striking local success using history by recalling the 
characters of Sydney’s past.

“My piece is going to be a 1920-30s inspired piece. 
I’m going to be a criminal called Tilly Devine. It’s 
going to be really nice to bring a piece of Sydney 
history into that historic setting.”

Miles Merrill says that the thing that gives this 
form of entertainment an edge over any other is 

its honesty and “an immediacy between artist and 
audience”.

“There are very few buffers and gate-keepers, so 
we’re not looking at documents or archives seeing 
video or listening to CDs. This is an actual person in 
front of you saying what’s on their mind,” he explains.

“Without waiting around for the editor or a 
publisher to decide what the audience will appreciate, 
it goes directly to the audience and the audience has 

a direct response. They either acknowledge with wild 
applause and high scores or the applause is mild.”

Spoken word is grass roots at its most pure.
“They’re up there with a message, but they’re 

not up there with a campaign or trying to sell you 
something,” says Merril.

“It’s from the heart.” (LC)
Word Travels Festival, Oct 11-13, various Rocks 
& Circular Quay locations, wordtravels.info 

word travels fast
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Darlinghurst and Surry Hills – the epicentre of cutting edge art 
and culture – has a new kid on the block. The Eternity Playhouse 
opens in November and is joining a myriad of cultural venues 
proving once again 2010 is the creative place to be. 
Glenn Terry, Director of the Darlinghurst Theatre Company, said 
the reason for moving to the Eternity Playhouse was to improve 
the financial situation of its artists.
“The Eternity Playhouse is a bit like our old home but on 
steroids,” he said. “It’s a 132-year-old heritage listed building that 
was bought by the council around 2004. 
“One of the main reasons we are moving is to make it better 
for the artist because those little theatres are really tough for 
professional artists to make any sort of return.” 
Now that the dust has settled from the extensive renovations 

and the company has moved from Elizabeth Bay to its new digs, 
it is announcing its lineup for its premier season at the Eternity 
Playhouse. 
“The first production is Arthur Miller’s All My Sons – we wanted 
to have something very landmark for our first show,” said Mr 
Terry.
“Our second show is probably the Broadway musical Falsettos 
that will be playing through the Mardi Gras period.
“In April we are doing The Gigli Concert – a piece by Tom 
Murphy with the O’Punkskys Theatre Company.
“We are doing The Young Tycoons in June which was a hit for us 
in 2005 and 2006.
“Then Every Second, in July, is a black comedy about two 

30-something people trying to have a baby.”
Towards the second half of 2014, the company is showing a 
piece originally performed at the neighbouring TAP gallery. Mr 
Terry described how the company planned to showcase smaller 
productions in the future.
“We are doing a piece called Constellations which is a really 
unusual play based on Quantum Multi-Universe Theory,” he said.
“The next piece, Motherfucker with the Hat, was a little show 
done at the TAP gallery and we’re bringing it onto a bigger stage.
“Part of our remit is to pick up productions that might have 
happened in smaller theatres and give them new life,” he said.
Welcome to our guide of everything that is happening in the 
2010 precinct this quarter.

debut in the cultural quarter
Darlinghurst Theatre Company Director Glenn Terry

Written and compiled by Adam Hunt Proudly supported by



Music Venues
Café Lounge
277 Goulburn St, Surry Hills 
(02) 9016 3951
cafelounge.com.au
Café Lounge is a bohemian 
cocktail bar/restaurant tucked 
away in the heart of Surry 
Hills offering live music and 
performance art. Upcoming shows 
this month include piano and vocal 
ensemble Martini Lounge Trio on 
13 October and the weekly The 
Comedy Lounge. 

Kinselas
383 Bourke St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9331 3100
kinselas.com.au
The Chapel at the iconic Kinselas 
venue has a unique history with its 
high ornate ceilings, a fitting tribute 
to the building’s past history as 
a funeral parlour. The bar hosts 
Tranny Trivia every Wednesday 
and The D Facto drag competition 
every Friday night.

Oxford Art Factory
38-46 Oxford St, Darlinghurst 
(02) 9332 3711
oxfordartfactory.com
The Oxford Art Factory is an 
edgy, warehouse-like club with 
numerous, flexible performance 
spaces showcasing live music, 
visual and performance art. This 
month sees Queensland’s Tijuana 
Cartel return on 11 October and 
Melbourne’s Owl Eyes performs 
as part of her ‘Nightbeats Tour’ on 
19 October.

The Exchange Hotel
34-44 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9360 1375
exchangesydney.com.au
The Exchange Hotel is home to 
venues such as Q Bar – where 
hipsters, hardcore kids and 
fabulous queers congregate – to 
Spectrum, the home of live music. 
Events planned for Spring include 
The Hellfire Club, a spooky 
almost-Halloween fetish night on 
25 October and Hot Damn! Prom 
2013 punk party on 14 November.

The Midnight Shift
85-91 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9358 3848
themidnightshift.com.au
The Midnight Shift is Sydney’s 
longest-running gay venue 
servicing the LGBT community for 
over 30 years. With a vast array 
of entertainment most nights of 
the week, the bar and club offers 
a host of entertainers including 
Tora Hymen, Carmen Geddit and 
Maxi Shield 

The Oxford Hotel
134 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 8324 5200
theoxfordhotel.com.au
The Oxford Hotel is located at 
the centre of the entertainment 
district and celebrates 30 years 
of service this year. The venue 
features four levels of varying 
entertainment, including a club, bar, 
cocktail/function lounge and live 
entertainment. Ginger’s on Level 1 
offers live music every Friday and 
Saturday night from 10pm.

The Standard
Level 3, 383 Bourke St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9660 7953
wearethestandard.com.au
The Standard is a multipurpose 
performance arts space offering 
live music, visual arts, theatre, 
comedy and burlesque. Upcoming 
performances this month include 
Sampology on 11 October 
and Lady Killers – The All Girl 
Halloween Spectacular on 31 
October.

Upstairs Beresford, The 
Beresford Hotel
354 Bourke St, Surry Hills
(02) 8313 5000
merivale.com.au/upstairsberesford
Upstairs Beresford is inspired by 
some of New York’s premium 
live music venues with decadent 
furnishings and state of the art 
technology. This month sees live 
music from Colour Coding on 
18 October and The Cribs on 24 
October and all-day DJs at the 
weekly Beresford Sundays.

Venue 505
280 Cleveland St, Surry Hills
venue505.com
505 is an artist-run performance 
space championing local 
community inner-city artists, 
musicians and performers. In 2011 
it launched a new theatre space 
offering independent theatre 
experts a place to craft their work. 
The three-day Converge Festival, 
beginning 16 October, showcases 
legendary names in jazz and blues.

Art GAlleries
Ann Snell Gallery
169 Albion St, Surry Hills
0413 554 624
annsnellgallery.com.au
Ann Snell Gallery specialises in 
contemporary Aboriginal art and 
inspires to provide her clients with 
access to Aboriginal philosophy 
and culture via the beautiful works. 
Current art includes works from 
established artist Shaun Edwards 
who has recently been collected 
by the Gallery of NSW. 

Brett Whiteley Studio
2 Raper St, Surry Hills
(02)9225 1881
artgallery.nsw.gov.au/brett-whiteley-
studio
The Brett Whiteley Studio was the 
home and workplace of Australian 
artist Brett Whiteley from 1939-
1992 – since then the Art Gallery 
of NSW has run it as a museum. 
Future exhibitions include 
Whiteley’s Nature from 4 October 
to 18 May 2014 that showcases 
his floating sensual landscapes 
involving birds, trees and rivers 
inhabiting an imaginary place.

Chalk Horse Gallery
8 Lacey St, Surry Hills
(02) 9211 8999
chalkhorse.com.au
Chalk Horse is a modern gallery 
exhibiting a range of work by 
Australian and international artists. 
Approaching events include En 
Court by Danny Morse from 10 
October to 2 November. Morse’s 
paintings function between 
dreaminess and figuration and 
his mildly absurd form of elision 
marks his work as contemporary.

Conny Dietzschold Gallery 
99 Crown St, Surry Hills
(02) 9690 0215
connydietzscholdgallery.com
Conny Dietzschold Gallery in 
Sydney is dedicated to exhibiting 
and representing Australian and 
international artists. The gallery 
exhibits paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, new media and 
photography and focuses on 
original tendencies in conceptual 
and concrete art. Current 
exhibitions include Willi Siber’s 
Sacred Space, which runs until 12 
October. The installation displays 
a selection of various genres of 
Siber’s work, including organic 
shaped wall objects and large floor 
sculptures.

Flinders St Gallery
61 Flinders St, Surry Hills
(02)9380 5663
flindersstreetgallery.com
Flinders St Gallery is a 
contemporary space in Surry Hills 
supporting a vibrant group of 
emerging and established artists 
across a wide range of media. 
Future exhibitions include work 
by Teo Treloar on 15 October. 
Treloar’s work is powerfully 
thought provoking and viewers’ 
efforts to discover meaning are 
toyed with but rapidly frustrated. 

Gallery 9
9 Darley St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9380 9909
gallery9.com.au
Gallery 9 is a contemporary art 
space in Darlinghurst featuring 
a program of established and 
young artists producing paintings, 
drawings, photomedia, installations 
and video works. Forthcoming 
exhibitions include Belem Lett’s 
Far From Nowhere from 9 
October to 2 November. Lett 
examines spatial mapping and data 
picturing as forms of abstraction; 
and Mark Rodda’s Shoeglaze 
from 9 October to 2 November 
consists of dark romantic 
landscapes. 

King Street Gallery
177 William St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9360 9727
kingstreetgallery.com.au
King Street Gallery has been 
in operation for 30 years and 
manages a number of Australia’s 
most notable artists, including 
Elisabeth Cummings, Idris Murphy 
and Jenny Sages. Upcoming 
exhibitions include Two Elements 
by Kensuke Todo, which runs until 
26 October. Todo’s exhibition 
focuses on sculptural objects 
found inside the home.

Mark Hanham Gallery
342 Crown St, Surry Hills
(02) 9358 5553
markhanham.com
Artist Mark Hanham has a 
Master’s Degree in Art and has 
painted every day since the age 
of 14. Hanham opened his gallery 
on Crown St in 2011 and notable 
clients include Russell Crowe and 
Lionel Richie. Hanham’s confident 
expressive urban landscapes – 
from Paris, London to New York 
– are unique and immersed in 
romanticism. 

National Art School Gallery
Forbes St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9339 8686
nas.edu.au/experience/NASGallery
The National Art School Gallery 
encourages appreciation and 
critical viewpoints of art and 
its function in society through 
engagement with artists and 
pioneering art practices. Future 
shows include the Emporio Armani 
National Art School Postgraduate 
Exhibition 2013 that runs from 1-9 
November showcasing the best 
emerging talent from students 
graduating with a Bachelor of Fine 
Art and Masters of Fine Art.

Object Gallery
417 Bourke St, Surry Hills
(02) 9361 4511
object.com.au
Object Gallery is one of the 
country’s leading centres for 
contemporary design and plays 
an important role in building 
a significant design culture in 
Australia. The Make Play Spring 
Workshops from 19 September to 
17 October will have participants 
creating their own no dig garden, 
braiding up a storm and animating 
stop motion style on their phones.

Outré Gallery
Shop 7/285a Crown St, Surry Hills
(02) 9332 2776
outregallery.com
Outré Gallery is a leading 
alternative gallery specialising in 
modern pop surrealism, lowbrow, 
international pop and underground 
art. The space features artists 
including Angelique Houtkamp, a 
Dutch artist and tattooist with 
a cult following. Definitive retro 
tattoo imagery juxtaposed with 
mythological dreams, nautical 
iconography and Hollywood 
romance produce a distinctive 
magic. Upcoming exhibitions 
include Lab Partners Showcase 
from 1-30 November. Husband 
and wife team Lab Partners are 
famed for combining imaginative 
storytelling with a notable amount 
of colour magic.

Platform 72
72 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 8068 8184
platform72.com.au
Platform 72 is an evolving art 
gallery and retail store covering 
an extensive mix of high-end 
artworks and Australian designer 
homewares. The gallery is curated 
by artists who commercially 
support the exhibiting designers 
and artists. Current works include 
Mother Earth by local artist 
Edmond Thommen.

Rex-Livingston Art Dealer
59 Flinders St, Surry Hills
(02) 9357 5988
rex-livingston.com
Rex-Livingston Art Dealer centres 
on high class developing and 
mid-career artists and represents 
such artists as David Van Nunen, 
Debra Luccio and Sonya Rothwell. 
Current shows include the Mount 
Eyre Art Prize 2013 Winners and 
Finalists Exhibition, including work 
from Alun Rhys Jones and Julie 
Keating. 

Robin Gibson Gallery
278 Liverpool St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9331 6692
robingibson.net
Robin Gibson Gallery was 
established in 1976 and focuses 
on living Australian artists, both 
established and emerging, but 
has since gone on to represent 
a few artists’ estates who were 
represented by the gallery when 
they were alive, including Clement 
Meadmore and Elwyn Lynn. Future 
exhibitions include Peter De 
Lorenzo from 2-27 November and 
Kyra Henley from 2-27 November. 
De Lorenzo’s work lies between 
a kind of colour abstraction and 
expressionism.

Stanley Street Gallery 
1/52-54 Stanley St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9368 1142
stanleystreetgallery.com.au
Stanley Street Gallery carries 
work of artists in a variety of 
forms, from paintings, photography, 
ceramics, vessel and object design 
to contemporary jewellery. 
Current shows include Bridges 
and Returning Clouds by Brendon 
Stewart and Glenys Jackson – 
running until 12 October. The 
artists are both Zen Buddhist 
practitioners and the exhibition 
explores the link between the 
mystical and the philosophical.

TAP Gallery
278 Palmer St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9361 0440
tapgallery.org.au
TAP is an open exhibition space 
providing emerging artists with a 
steppingstone into a commercial 
galleries stable.  Artists are 
granted freedom with their own 
curatorial and are welcomed to 
use the space for their own shows. 
Upcoming exhibitions include 
Space, Light and Landscape on 
23 October, which consists of 14 
photos by Jeppe Aagaard Andersen 
that display places that have been 
vital as inspiration to his work; and 
Janet Venn-Brown 89th Birthday 
Retrospective from 14-18 October 
which showcases the artist’s 
painted interiors of other well 
known artists and associates.

The Artery
221 Darlinghurst Rd, Darlinghurst
(02) 9380 8234
artery.com.au
Since its opening in 2005, The 
Artery has become specialists 
in affordable contemporary 
Aboriginal art. Current artwork 
on offer includes pieces by Agnes 
Brown Nampitjinpa, a talented 
artist from Yuendumu, Northern 
Territory, who paints dreaming 
stories associated with her 
country.

What’s on guide
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The Australian Art Print 
Network
68 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9332 1722
aboriginalartprints.com.au
The Australian Art Print Network 
carries high quality modern 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander prints and sculptures 
by established, mid-career and 
emerging artists. Existing art 
includes works by Brisbane-
based visual artist Tony Albert, 
who explores representations 
of Indigenous Australian people 
through wordplay and highlights 
the isolation and displacement of 
Indigenous people.

The Australian Museum
6 College St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9320 6000
australianmuseum.net.au
For more than 180 years, the 
Australian Museum has been 
the lead in Australian scientific 
research, collection and education. 
The Museum has grown to 
an internationally recognised 
collection of over 18 million 
cultural and scientific objects. 
Upcoming events include Mini 
Explorers: Frogs and Toads! This 
program runs from 10-24 October 
and is specifically designed for 
preschool aged children and 
will help them to learn all about 
amphibians.  Also from 15-28 
October is Travel Program: 
Chinese Dinosaur Odyssey – 
where you can join an Australian 
Museum palaeontologist on a 14-
day tour of some of China’s most 
exciting dinosaur sites.

The Hughes Gallery
270 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
(02) 9698 3200
thehughesgallery.com
The Hughes Gallery exhibits 
contemporary and modern 
Australian art as well as 
international art. Upcoming 
exhibitions include one of 
the most significant Chinese 
traditional brush painters Li Jin 
from 5-30 October. Jin’s work 
deals with the banality of everyday 
life from eating and bathing 
to sitting on the toilet. Other 
exhibitions include Brisbane 
ceramicist Pru Morrison from 2-27 
November.

United Galleries 
179 Palmer St, Darlinghurst
(02) 8915 5300
unitedgalleries.com.au/galleries
United Galleries, a leading 
Australian art company, consists of 
a national system of dealers, agents 
and galleries supporting, exhibiting 
and managing a vast array of the 
country’s leading contemporary 
artists. Represented artists 
include Johnny Romeo who is 
famed for being a bombastic neo-
expressionist popular painter.

Watters Gallery
109 Riley St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9331 2556
wattersgallery.com
Watters Gallery has been a 
significant and innovative art 
gallery since its opening in 1964. 
The gallery remains at the 
forefront of modern Australian 
art and rejects the desire to 
follow art-world fashions. Current 
exhibitions include Ken Searle’s 
Walking into the Landscape, which 
runs until 19 October. Searle 
is famed for his large and often 
whimsical paintings.

theAtres & 
cineMAs

Belvoir
25 Belvoir St, Surry Hills
(02) 9699 3444
belvoir.com.au
Belvoir is one of Australia’s most 
innovative and acclaimed theatre 
companies and has nurtured 
the talents of many notable 
Australian artists over the last 
30 years, including Geoffrey Rush 
and Cate Blanchet. The theatre 
involves some of Australia’s 
most prominent and talented 
playwrights, directors, actors and 
designers to produce a season 
of work that is lively, thought 
provoking and imaginative. The 
Upstairs Theatre at Belvoir 
showcases William Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet from 12 October to 1 
December and stars Toby Schmitz, 
Robyn Nevin and Emily Barclay. 
The Downstairs Theatre presents 
The Cake Man from 14 November 
to 8 December – this play laid the 
foundations for contemporary 
Indigenous theatre when it was 
first shown in the 1970s.

Eternity Playhouse
39 Burton St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9331 3107
darlinghursttheatre.com
In 2004, the City of Sydney 
purchased the Tabernacle on 
Burton St, which had operated 
as a Baptist church since the late 
1800s. It was transformed into the 
Eternity Playhouse, which recently 
opened its doors to the public. 
The theatre is named after iconic 
Sydney resident Arthur Stace who 
chalked the word ‘Eternity’ on 
Sydney’s streets some 500,000 
times over a 30-year period. 
Forthcoming shows for November 
include Arthur Miller’s All My Sons, 
which runs from 6 November to 
1 December. The show focuses 
on proud family man Joe Keller, a 
successful business owner who 
places the prosperity of his family 
above the lives of others – leading 
to devastating consequences. 

Govinda’s Cinema
112 Darlinghurst Rd, Darlinghurst
(02) 9380 5155
govindas.com.au
Govinda’s is a unique inner city 
restaurant renowned for its 
delicious international vegetarian 
buffet and boutique cinema. On 8 
November Hari Bhakti Dey, one 
of the world’s leading classical 
Indian kirtan singers, performs his 
farewell Australian concert.
Golden Age Cinema & Bar
80 Commonwealth St, Surry Hills
ourgoldenage.com.au
Built in 1940 in a Late Deco style, 
Paramount House at the Golden 
Age Cinema & Bar is a cultural 
and architectural foundation of the 
Surry Hills area previously known 
as the ‘Hollywood Quarter’. 
Upcoming screenings include Big 
Star: Nothing Can Hurt Me on 9 
October and What Maisie Knew 
on 10 October.

Griffin Theatre
10 Nimrod St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9361 3817
griffintheatre.com.au
Griffin Theatre Company is 
Australia’s novel writing theatre 
residing at Sydney’s historic SBQ 
Stables Theatre. The company 
leads in developing and producing 
excellent Australian stories 
and is dedicated to supporting 
Australian talent. Upcoming shows 
include The Floating World from 
4 October to 16 November. The 
show focuses on a former WWII 
prisoner of war who descends 
into a wartime nightmare 
whilst celebrating his wedding 
anniversary on a cruise around the 
Pacific with his wife.

Palace Verona Cinemas
17 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9360 6099
palacecinemas.com.au
The fully licensed Palace Verona 
Cinema screens the best in 
international cinema, from 
art-house to documentary, 
edgy independent filmmaking 
and vintage movies. Upcoming 
screenings include Diana on 10 
October,  A Clockwork Orange on 
13 October, Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
on 27 October,  Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Psycho on 10 November and The 
Breakfast Club on 24 November.

Slide Cabaret
41 Oxford St, Darlinghurst
(02) 8915 1899
slide.com.au
Slide Cabaret is the home of the 
respected El’ Circo and features 
the best cabaret shows on 
Oxford St where burlesque meets 
Broadway. Pan Asia performs every 
Wednesday in October and sees 
five inspiring Asian performances 
from aerial to magic to martial 
arts and more.

TAP Gallery – Theatre
278 Palmer St, Darlinghurst
(02) 9361 0440
tapgallery.org.au/theatre
The TAP Gallery and Theatre 
provides a platform for all artistic 
mediums, including a film society 
and live theatre space. Guest 
curators and community groups 
are encouraged to use the facility 
for their own productions. 
Upcoming shows include Love 
Field by Ron Elisha from 23 
October to 2 November. In the 
aftermath of John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination, the play imagines 
the extraordinary conversations 
between the newly inaugurated 
President Lyndon Johnston and 
ex-First Lady Jackie Kennedy as 
they fly back to Washington on 
Air Force One whilst transporting 
Kennedy’s body. Triune by Brave 
New Word Theatre Company 
runs from 22 November to 7 
December. The play focuses on 
Sam, a man who loses everything 
at the age of 25 but begins to 
rebuild his life as he enters his 30s. 
He toys with the notion of visiting 
his past and correcting the errors 
of his ways.

During September and until 
20 October, Art & About sees 
Sydney’s streets and public 
spaces used by artists and 
performers and transformed 
with projects that encourage 
art enthusiasts to go public with 
their secrets. This year’s festival 
features gigantic neon snails, 
a spirited acknowledgment to 
the humble pedestrian icon and 
an illuminated maze of mirrors. 
From 1 October until 20 January 
2014, witness Reg Mombassa’s 
enormous Millennial Wallscape 
at the Sydney Opera House. This 
giant mural towers six metres 
high and continues Mombassa’s 
‘eye’ theme.

Creatives Uncovered Fashion Night & Inspirre Magazine Launch Party
Cnr of Bourke St & St Peters Ln, Darlinghurst, www.creativesuncovered.com.au
Launching on 10 October this event brings you a night of fashion entertainment 
and networking with designers from Australia and Africa. The affair will include 
fashion from Dalian Teppo, Red Sky At Night Jewellery, Melinda Jenkins and Mitta 
Studio with music from D.I.S.C.I.P.L.E, Charmaine and Miss Tina A.

art & about sydney 2013 Magazine launch

A
rt

w
or

k:
  M

in
ja

e 
Le

e

Belvoir

King Street Gallery

Eternity Playhouse





ROCKS & CBD

Rabbit Hole Bar & Dining
“Pick it up, flip it over, try to catch 
the balls in your mouth,” says 
handsome, tattooed Doug Laming 
about his namesake Margarita 
($12). The balls in question contain 
tequila, sugar syrup, and Cointreau, 
and are balanced upon a lime with 
a lick of salt. Consuming it is sexy; 
ditto is watching him use more 
spherification to form the “olive” in 
your (well-balanced) Martini Magic 
($21). Offerings from Chef Tomoyuki 
Usui’s kitchen take a Ferran-Adria-
for-beginners track; modernising 
familiar dishes like roast chicken 
and potato into Sous Vide Chicken 
Breast, Roast Thigh, Potato Puree, 
Crisp Potato Cubes, Potato Film and 

Passion Fruit ($32), and brulee-style 
Strawberry Mousse ($19) (think: 
strawberry shortcake)! 
Basement Level, 82 Elizabeth 
Street, Sydney (02) 8084 2505 
rabbitholebar.com.au
Bar, Modern Australian, Cocktails $$$$
Front Restaurant 
Thought you might appreciate me 
pointing out a waterfront spot that 
slides quietly under the radar… 
The Sebel Pier One’s restaurant is 
right on the wharf’s edge, practically 
underneath the Harbour Bridge. 
It’s well placed for public transport 
and (timed) parking spaces, and 
dishes up a mean 200g Grass 
Fed Beef Fillet with Café de Paris 
Butter and Duck Fat Chips ($30). 
Suiting the unseasonably warm 
weather, a trio of Pan-Seared Citrus 

Pepper Scallops ($18) arrived on 
a bed of moist salted cucumber 
ribbons – great with Western 
Australian Swings and Roundabouts 
Chardonnay ($10). There’s also 
Pan Fried Ocean Trout ($30) on a 
slightly wintery lemon, parsley and 
squid risotto. 
The Sebel Pier One Sydney, 11 
Hickson Road, Walsh Bay 
8298 9999 sebelpierone.com.au
Modern Australian $$$
Délisse
Thought has gone into every aspect 
of the new Délisse flagship store’s 
décor and produce selection, all 
the way down to a specially crafted 
coffee by Bay Coffee, meaning your 
Latte ($3.50) will compliment your 
morning croissant. The Ham and 
Cheese Sandwich ($9.50) – which 

of course means baguette – uses 
imported French bread that is 
chewy and flavoursome, even in a 
moister Tarragon Chicken Sandwich 
($9.50) incarnation. Package deals 
remove the guilt by making a 
cake selection mandatory. Café 
Gourmand ($6) offers your caffeine 
fix with two bite-sized selections 
from the gleaming rows of pastries 
– the rustic lemon meringue pie was 
my favourite. 
Underground, 52 Martin Place, 
Sydney (0401) 523 252 
delisse.com.au
Café, Breakfast $

DARLO, KINGS X 
& SURRY HILLS

Franco Franco 
Get stuck into a chewy Neapolitan 
style pizza from the dome shaped 

oven, while watching the pizzaiolo 
work. Con Patate ($21) bearing 
perfectly cooked potato, red onion 
and Italian sausage, won me. Speaking 
of Italian meat, the shiny red Berkel 
meat slicer (and the lad operating 
it) provide much to salivate over 
too, like boards bearing Prosciutto 
San Daniele ($16/50g). He’s also a 
dab hand at pasta making, so order 
a gleaming copper Scanpan bearing 
joyously simple Bucatini Cacio E 
Pepe ($20) against easy-drinking 
2010 Antica Enotria Falanghina ($48/
bottle) from the regionally arranged 
Italian list. Ricotta Polpette ($8/4 
pieces) prove a perfect start to my 
Italian family-style feast! 
628 Crown Street, Surry Hills
9318 0500 francofranco.com.au
Italian, Pizza $$
Ume 
Two bites into the delicately seared 

signature Scallop Carpaccio ($21) 
with soy brown butter, finger lime, 
young sorrel and dulse, and I’m 
kicking myself for not heading 
to Ume sooner. The understated 
white-tiled room quietly oozes 
confidence. Sipping Dassai 50 Junmai 
Daiginjo Sake ($39/180ml) I peruse 
the beverage list – wine, Japanese 
whisky and beer – they’ve got it all. 
I explore Japanese beers with Tako 
($20), plump tentacles of sustainable 
Fremantle ‘giant’ octopus; the mellow 
and slightly sweet Echigo Koshihikari 
($17/500ml) rice beer proves my 
favourite. Yebisu and Kirin take 
me through gently updated Nasu 
Dengaku ($18) and soy-braised pork 
belly, Butaniku no Kahuni ($22)… 
wow! 
478 Bourke Street, Surry Hills (02) 
9380 7333 umerestaurant.com.au
Modern Japanese $$$$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30
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Continuing the exodus from fine dining to 
approachable eateries, two of Guillaume Brahimi’s 
chefs (Zacharay Tan and Jacqui Ektoros) have landed 
in this little café on Devonshire Street. If the vibrant 
breakfast and lunch trade is any indication, Noni 
Widjaja’s decision to switch from an Indonesian 
restaurant (Padi) to an affordable eatery with fine 

dining values was right on the money! While there are 
the usual hipster affectations - what with a hanging 
herb garden, and everything from the Refresher Juice 
($7) with freshly squeezed watermelon, apple and 
mint, to the Iced Coffee ($6.50) served in jam jars 
– the coffee’s great and the food’s even better! The 
confidently short seasonal menu offers up beautifully 
presented breakfast options, like Citrus Cured Salmon 
($18.50) with apple, celery, fennel, split dill cream 
and brioche, crowned with a soft boiled egg; and My 
Second Asian Cousin ($12) - a nicely balanced bowl of 
tapioca and coconut, almonds, chia, poppy seeds and 
intriguing burnt citrus. These creative combinations, 
which demonstrate a mastery of both European and 
Asian flavours and sensibilities, continue into the lunch 
menu with Green With Envy ($23) - a fat, log of nettle 
semolina gnocchi presented as a spring garden with 
pumpkin puree, zucchini, yellow squash and peas. Even 
the muffins are amazing…   
76 Devonshire Street, Surry Hills (02) 9211 8777 
devoncafe.com.au 
Café $$

Devon Café 

Having your coleslaw, hotdogs and burgers stolen 
overnight doesn’t equate to a good day in the kitchen, 
but Chef Tony Gibson certainly took it in his stride. 
He’s just moved his New York style delicatessen 
Ruby & Rach into temporary gigs at Strattons Hotel. 

I suspect though, if this is the quality of lunch on 
a difficult day, in three months we’ll all be begging 
him to stay! The namesake sangers - Reuben ($16) 
and Rachel ($16) - are made respectively, on house-
smoked and pickled corned wagyu and pastrami. I’ve 
earmarked them for a return visit, because I had to 
have Tongue ($12)! Who could pass up thin layers of 
pickled tongue piled upon lightly toasted rye with peas 
pudding and piccalilli? If you’re doubtful, wrap your 
laughing gear around a smaller serve in Half ’n’Half 
($11). It’s basically your choice of sanger with a cure-
all bowl of Jewish Penicillin ($9) a.k.a. chicken soup 
- I do love a matzo ball! Round it out with shared 
Poutine ($12) (the Canuck’s fancier version of chips 
and gravy) and a Mountain Goat Steam Ale ($5.90/
schooner). It’s one of two craft brews on-tap in the 
er…  shall we say, ‘unrenovated’ bar downstairs. On 
second thoughts just head straight on up to the white 
tablecloths…  
Strattons Hotel, 249 Castlereagh Street, Sydney (02) 
9264 5636 strattonshotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $

Ruby & Rach at 
Strattons Hotel 



What’s this? “Tables” constructed from pallets and 
other repurposed materials; potted succulents; drop-
shadowed retro font work; a blackboard promising 
cold-drip coffee; and an all-girl team wearing sensible 
aprons? Yes, a small piece of hipster Surry Hills has 
sprung up in downtown Petersham, just ‘round the 

corner from Little Portugal (and on a street with free 
parking, no less)! The Cold Drip ($4) made on Coffee 
Alchemy (from Marrickville) is quite good: fruity, and 
perfect for a warm day. However if you find yourself 
sitting in a wind tunnel (as I did), consume yours in a 
Latte ($3.50) with their signature Beetroot Brownie 
($4.50). Owner Mariella Traina (who you might 
remember from Balmain’s True Religion Espresso) 
has come up with a menu that peppers the usual 
all-day breakfast options with some excitement. 
Smashed Avocado ($15) and Tasmanian Smoked 
Salmon ($17) are both dressed up with 63 degree 
poached eggs. (These are the ones UK celebrity chef 
Heston Blumenthal calls “the perfect egg”.) On the 
sweeter side there are fluffy Hotcakes ($12), served 
in triplicate with rhubarb compote, mascarpone and 
crunchy pistachio praline; plus a counter of interesting 
baked goods. Explore them with The Hugo ($5), a 
summertime blend of lemon, mint, apple juice and 
panela (cane sugar). 
96 Audley Street, Petersham (02) 9569 2949
Café $

The Counter 
“You build an Irish bar, and they come,” laughs Pub 
Manager Natasha Coster. She’s not wrong – the bar is 
jumping, with an unnatural conglomeration of natural 
redheads (all female). What’s kind of remarkable is 
this pub is on Norton Street, Leichhardt – a dining 
strip that could be accused of Italian nepotism. As 
we chat, at the next table a guitar and fiddle player 

slide into playing with a relaxed informality 
that belies them being a band. I’m coaxed into 
a Kilkenny Irish Beer ($8.50): “Aussies who 
don’t like Guinness tend to like it.” Natasha 
isn’t wrong, so I let myself be guided into 
a companion meal – Steak and Guinness 
Pie ($18). The generous, golden-domed 
pie, topped with mash and mushy peas, is a 
popular for a reason, and suits my Guinness-
for-beginners ale. As a second fiddle joins the 
unfolding musical collaboration I find myself 
smiling, it’s already (so soon in its evolution) 
that kind of pub. The rest of the menu shows 
you the roots of traditional Aussie cooking 
– from moist Corned Beef ($22) with more 
creamy mash, peas and white sauce; to a 

plump trio of Crab Cakes ($16) with lemon and dill 
aioli – it’s the kind of stuff my Mum used to trot out 
for tea.
1 Norton Street, Leichhardt (02) 9560 3322 
pjsleichhardt.com.au
Irish, Pub Bistro $$-$$$

PJ Gallaghers 
Leichhardt 
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The Welcome Hotel 
Ricotta Fritters ($14.50) dotted 
with chocolate chips and drizzled 
with warm apple blossom honey, 
were the crowning glory on a 
wonderfully unexpected pub meal, 
taken in a venue that makes you feel 
like part of the family. The freshly 
shucked Pambula Oysters ($3.50/
each) revealed there’s a real chef 
in the kitchen. Daniel Mulligan 
(ex-Pilu at Freshwater) aces both 
seafood and Italianate flavours, from 
Black Cobia Fillet with Cloudy Bay 
Clams, Artichoke and Chicory ($30) 
to silky Kipfler Potato Gnocchi 
with Pork and Fennel Ragu ($24). 
Nick Davies’ craft beer list is also 
exciting – offering bottled beers, 
like the pretty To Øl Eurodancer 

($12/330ml) plus 20 on-tap options. 
91 Evans Street, Rozelle 
(02) 9810 1323 
thewelcomehotel.com
Modern Australian, Seafood, Pub Bistro 
$$$$
Ruby L’otel
On a bleak winter’s night Ruby 
L’otel was jumping. Sliding between 
rowdy groups doing ten-buck meals 
with ten-buck beer jugs, I settled in 
with a pot of chalky Baked Goats’ 
Cheese ($11) with tortilla chips. I 
followed it with a plate-sized 400g 
Angus Rib Eye ($32) served on 
the bone with the marrow cleverly 
revealed, black cherry and roast 
eschallot jus and hand-cut duck 
fat chips. Not being a mainstream 
beer gal, I took it in with Czech 
Cernovar ($4), and Ninth Island 
Pinot Noir ($32/bottle), which 

lasted into a better-than-average 
pub dessert: a whopping slab of 
warm Chocolate Cake ($7) packing 
a clever chipotle punch. 
68 Victoria Road, Rozelle 
(02) 9555 1900 rubylotel.com.au
Pub Bistro $$$
Penny Fours
“Violet Crumble should just 
stop,” I mutter through an earth-
shattering mouthful of Leatherwood 
Honeycomb ($3). Apparently the 
secret to the slate-like interior of 
the honeycomb is a labour-intensive 
cooling process that sees it slid 
from cool spot to cool spot on 
stainless steel. Penelope Ransley’s 
impressive resume includes fine 
dining big hitters like Est., Tetsuya’s 
and Sepia, as well as Iggy’s, known 
for excellent bread. Now it’s 
pillowy Citrus Marshmallows ($2/

each) rolled in toasted coconut and 
ephemerally light Sour Cream and 
Mascarpone Brioche Buns ($4.50/
each). High quality ingredients 
make a Ham and Cheese Croissant 
($6.50) a near religious experience 
– just like the honeycomb, it’s the 
way it shatters that matters.
141 Norton Street, Leichhardt 
(02) 9572 8550 
facebook.com/PennyFours
Bakery $

GREATER SYDNEY

The Ivanhoe Hotel   
With alcohol-fuelled violence 
plaguing Manly, this pub undertook 
a total renovation by Paul Kelly, the 
man responsible for The Bourbon 
and The Oaks. The resulting airy, 
modern hotel has a whitewashed 

and gently weathered Hamptons 
feel, with multiple spaces to enjoy. 
Classier surrounds have seen a 
natural attrition toward folk more 
interested in sipping Lychee Ginger 
and Elderflower Slings ($16) over 
Spanish Paella ($26.50) in one of the 
venue’s open-air courtyards. There’s 
also pizza, like the quirky Hot, 
Sweet and Savoury ($12/$18/$23) 
with leg ham, crème fraîche, corn, 
mint, provolone and jalapenos - 
made in a ground-floor kitchen 
where you can also get takeaway to 
eat on the beach. 
27 The Corso, Manly 
(02) 9976 3955 
ivanhoehotelmanly.com.au
Pub Bistro $$-$$$
Flanagans Dining Room 
Sitting facing a straight golden surf 
beach in a gently renovated 1940s 
beachside kiosk eating from a menu 

focused on locally caught seafood 
from Shellharbour is delightful. 
Throw in local booze – 2010 
Cuttaway Hill Estate Chardonnay 
($40) grown less than 100km 
away and Pigs Fly Apple and Pear 
Cider ($8.50) from Bowral (75km 
away) – and you have a South Coast 
adventure that’s well worth the trip. 
Design your own-shared meal from 
a short list that includes Clyde River 
Oysters ($12/4), Seared Scallops 
($12) with house-made (hot) sambal 
and moist Swordfish Belly ($18) 
with sweet soy and pickled apple. 
Even the bread comes from Berry 
Woodfired Sourdough just 73km 
away.  
Thirroul Beach Promenade, The 
Esplanade, Thirroul (02) 4268 1598 
flanagansdiningroom.com.au
Seafood $$
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Dragons Den Food & Wine Bar 
A new Asian tapas cocktail bar 
in the vein of Mamasan has 
emerged on Bondi Road. Although 
the darkness suggests late night 
cocktails, it’s also popular for 
weekend yum cha (12pm-4pm). 
Cocktails are Asian-inspired like the 
refreshing Ginger Ninja ($16) with 
lemongrass and Aperol, or the spicy 
Dragons Breath ($17). While the 
theme is kitsch, the food’s authentic. 
Prawn and Chive Gow Gee ($11) 
and Sesame Prawn Rolls ($10) are 
the best this side of Dixon Street. 

Standout is the Nonya Curry ($17), 
a classic Malay dish. Duck Pancakes 
($18) are very tasty, but a tad 
overpriced; regardless it’s a great 
lazy start to your weekend. 
227 Bondi Road, Bondi 9365 5110 
dragonsdenbondi.com
Asian, Yum Cha, Cocktails $-$$
Anatoli 
Anatoli offers up elegant Greek 
food in a fine dining setting inside 
The Eastern hotel. Pork Cutlet 
($30) comes with a side of 
moussaka that should be a dish 
unto itself. Team it with the healing 
powers of a Rosemary Mule ($17) 
and Taramasalata ($10). Whole 

Artichoke ($10) swimming in lemon 
butter was messy but enjoyable; 
in contrast, showing Greek food’s 
versatility, Bonito with White 
Anchovy ($25) is light and summery. 
The wine list is pages long, with 
lots of Greek options. End the night 
with Wine Poached Pear ($16) 
combining custard, semolina and 
caramelised almond. It’s a cute and 
tasty dessert offering many textures 
on one spoon.
Level 1, The Eastern, 500 Oxford 
Street, Bondi Junction 
(02) 9387 7828 
anatolirestaurant.com.au
Greek $-$$

$ - mains less than $15    $$ - mains between $15-$22     $$$ - mains between $22-$30     $$$$ - mains over $30

Falling into that strange nether region between pub 
and restaurant, the latest incarnation of this beautiful 
sandstone building takes up where The Montpellier 
Public House left off. Pushing it toward the pub side 
of the equation is the good on-tap beer selection that 
includes the refreshing, hoppy Riverside 69 Summer 

Ale ($6/middy). However like restaurants, 
when you arrive you should wait to be seated, 
and unlike 7-day-a-week pubs, here they take 
Mondays off.  The inexpensive share plate 
selection makes heavy use of the ubiquitous 
wooden board; however the approachable 
Brandade Hot Pot ($10.50), Lamb Croquettes 
($6) and planks of Char-Grilled Haloumi 
($5) are all affable drinking companions. An 
interesting selection of wines can be had by 
glass, carafe or bottle, or like me, you can 
head straight for a well-mixed post-work 
Martini ($18). Stave off drunkenness with fat, 
fluffy pillows of house-made Gnocchi ($18.50) 
with roast pumpkin, sage, peas, Parmesan and 
nut brown butter - easily the most satisfying 
plate of gnocchi I’ve eaten all year. Clutching 
at the last of the cooler weather, my dining 
companion got stuck into Slow Braised Beef 

Cheeks ($26.50) with mash, peas, eschallots, carrots 
and jus. So is it a pub, or isn’t it? I’ll let you decide…
141 Belmore Road, Randwick (02) 9399 9660 
thecookhouserandwick.com.au
Pub Bistro, Cocktails $$-$$$

The Cookhouse 

I am more conventional than I may at first seem. I am a faithful 
lover; but as I entered the hotel this week, I strayed. Temptation 
stole me away from the bar… The Gallery Tea Lounge was 
the setting for my first ménage à trois: Guanaja 70% chocolate 
mille-feuille dessert, a glass of Brown Brothers dessert wine 
and me. This might excite you too. Drinking, after all, is not 
only about cocktails. But my devotion to the bar finally won, 
and with my BFF, I made my way upstairs to the Conservatory 
Bar (and the stunning view of Hyde Park) for a Green Bicycle 
– Tanqueray gin, elderflower liquor, muddled cucumbers, apple 
juice and mint – served with Japanese edamame beans, steamed 
and served with sea salt. Both of these $20 food and beverage 
combinations are available during October after 5.30pm, daily. 
161 Elizabeth Street, Sydney (02) 9286 6000 
sheratonontheparksydney.com

SHERATON ON THE PARK 

With October positively rammed with foodie events, I was 
recently reminded by Sydney Cove Oyster Bar, that all good 
eating doesn’t have to be high-brow. They’re throwing open 
their arms and welcoming everyone (including any oyster-
scarfing children you might happen to have) to a Harbourside 
BBQ every Saturday in October (12th, 19th and 26th). There’s 
something mighty satisfying about sharing platters of freshly 
shucked bivalves, octopus salad, BBQ king prawns and char-
grilled lamb skewers as you sit back and admire our busy 
harbour, especially while Chef Rhys Ward (a true-blue Bondi 
lifesaver) keeps those tantalising BBQ aromas flowing. Lunch will 
set you back $55/head (and even includes ice creams).
www.sydneycoveoysterbar.com
While we’re talking interesting barbecues, you can also check 
out BBQ Pasifika who are putting on a hangi, umu, lovo and spit 
roast out at Casula Powerhouse on Saturday 19th October at 
12pm. Entry is free (but you pay for what you eat).
www.casulapowerhouse.com

FOOD NEWS 

BAR FLY By Rebecca Varidel
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When asked about the charisma 
needed to play leading man Danny 
in Grease is the Word: The Musical, 
Rob Mills shrugs it off.
“I’m just being me I suppose. The 
last 15 years of my life I’ve been 
onstage. You get more confident 
about who you are during that.”
That confidence has been finely 
honed since he was a finalist in 
the 2003 Australian Idol series. It’s 
been a busy time since then for 
Mills, 31, who never thought he 
could sing full time; from releasing 
an album, then a tour, hosting 
Young Talent Time on TV last year, 
playing the lead role in Wicked 
onstage and a supporting role in 
Legally Blonde: The Musical.

Grease is the Word is billed as the 
number one party musical that 
everyone can relate to.
“The songs in the show are 
so much fun, energetic and 
fast-paced, featuring all the 
unforgettable songs from the hit 
movie. Everyone in the audience 
sings along,” says Mills, relishing 
the role made famous by John 
Travolta in the iconic film.
Mills is joined by Gretel 
Scarlett as Sandy - the one that 
Danny wants - in this musical 
extravaganza. (MS)
Oct 13-Dec 8, Lyric Theatre, 
Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont, $89-140, 
1300 795 267, 
ticketmaster.com.au

GREASE IS THE WORD
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Version 1.0 theatre company delivers productions that 
provoke the audience to ask questions. They’re set to 
do this again with The Vehicle Failed to Stop.
Two Iraqi women were gunned down in a Baghdad 
street in October 2007. What captured world headlines 
was that they were shot by private contractors working 
for an Australian company.
This tragedy is the impetus for a production that 
explores the increasing role of privatisation in modern 
warfare.
“People are making millions of dollars from these 
industries that span the globe and operate outside 
the laws of any country,” says company artist Irving 
Gregory.

He explains that The Vehicle Failed to Stop investigates, 
“issues both ethical and political that arise around the 
use of private companies in international conflicts,” 
such as, “lack of accountability and the legalities of what 
happens when civilians lose their lives.”
Gregory along with Jane Phegan and Olivia Stambouliah 
appear in this piece of documentary theatre, which was 
put together collaboratively using source materials such 
as transcripts, articles and documentaries.
Gregory says of version 1.0, “We like to present certain 
facts to an audience and have them question what those 
things mean to them.” (PG)
Oct 15-26, Carriageworks, 245 Wilson St, Redfern, 
$35, 8571 9099, carriageworks.com.au

THE VEHICLE FAILED TO STOPALL DOLLED UP
Gay marriage has certainly been on the 
agenda this year, so what a perfect time 
to welcome to town, the “High Queen 
of Ireland” Miss Panti Bliss and her one-
woman show, All Dolled Up.
Rory O’Neill aka Panti Bliss has shared 
the stage with the likes of Cyndi Lauper 
in Japan and assures audiences that this 
show will not be a re-run of Pricilla. 
Instead, he wants to appeal to a broad 
cross-section of Sydneysiders.
Hailing from Ballinrobe in Ireland, 
O’Neill came out of the art college 
scene into the world of drag with 
comedy and colourful costumes but 
has now taken a more traditional Irish 
narrative approach based on strong oral 
traditions and storytelling. Even if the 
show is about the life of a drag queen 

it’s of “universal appeal,” says O’Neill.
He continues, “It’s kind of a memoir 
about a boy from a small village who 
becomes a drag queen… It’s part 
performance lecture, part stand-up 
comedy.”
Panti, inspired by the film The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie, is “a sexy 1960s woman 
with a fun quality,” he says.
She’s “old school glamour, quite prim 
[but definitely] not trashy.”
O’Neill’s optimism and intensity is 
infectious so audiences should be 
excited about All Dolled Up - Definitely 
worth a look! (VP)
Oct 16 & 17, The Vanguard, 42 
King Street Newtown, $30-120, 
thevanguard.com.au
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A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED  
Everyone loves a good murder 
mystery, and that’s exactly what 
audiences will get with Agatha 
Christie’s A Murder Is Announced.
“A murder mystery gives us the 
opportunity to prove how clever 
we can be to solve a murder long 
before police or detectives; it gives 
us a chance for one-upmanship,” 
explains acclaimed actress Judi 
Farr, who plays the role of Miss 
Marple.
A Murder is Announced will 
bring the inner detective out in 

everyone, and according to Farr 
you can’t ask for much more.
“Mystery, suspense, and a lot of 
fun, what more can one ask from 
an evening in the theatre?” (AH)
Until Oct 27, Sydney Theatre, 22 
Hickson Road, Walsh Bay, $95-110, 
9250 1999, sydneytheatre.org.au
SUPER DISCOUNT Back 
to Back Theatre’s inventive new 
production delivers a first-rate 
comic experience.
The convention-breaking 
ensemble, which has been working 
with actors with perceived 
disabilities for 25 years, teams up 
with Sydney Theatre Company and 

Malthouse Theatre to challenge 
audiences to think differently 
about disability.
Super Discount opens with a 
room of fictional characters as 
they audition for the chance to 
play real-life actor Mark Deans 
in a superhero role. Taking on 
confronting ideas of agency and 
empowerment, the play is buoyed 
by surprising humour. (EJ)
Until Oct 19, Wharf 1 Theatre, Pier 
4/5 Hickson Rd, Walsh Bay, $30-65, 
sydneytheatre.com.au   
THE FLOATING WORLD is 
an Australian black comedy from 
the seventies that deals with 

xenophobic attitudes and post-
traumatic stress disorder.
The play’s protagonist Les 
Harding is a returned serviceman 
on a Women’s Weekly Cherry 
Blossom cruise bound for Japan. 
The drama develops when Les 
suffers flashbacks to his days in the 
Changi POW camp.
“It’s a vaudevillian look at post-
traumatic stress disorder,” says 
Peter Kowitz, who plays Harding, 
“the play uses a lot of musical and 
vaudeville techniques to express 
quite a serious story.”
The current production brings a 
more contemporary feel to The 
Floating World giving emphasis to 

themes concerning Australia’s role 
in Asia and fears surrounding this. 
(PG)
Until Nov 16, SBW Stables Theatre, 
10 Nimrod St, Kings Cross, $32-49, 
griffintheatre.com.au
ROMEO AND JULIET  
Following his STC debut with last 
year’s Under Milk Wood, 27-year-old 
co-resident director Kip Williams 
leads a talented young cast and 
crew in the production, with 
Eryn Jean Norvill in her first STC 
appearance as Juliet and Dylan 
Young as Romeo.
Williams’ interpretation explores 
darker themes of rebellion and 

chaos as the spirited protagonists 
defy traditions and escape their 
suffocating world of wealth.
However, Williams insists romance 
will still anchor the play as it has 
across the centuries.
“In this hyper-superficial 
universe…they meet each 
other and strike up an authentic 
connection,” says Williams.
“There’s something eternal about 
that idea of love at first sight.” (EJ)
Until Nov 2, Drama Theatre, Sydney 
Opera House, $50-$95, 
(02) 9250 1777, 
sydneytheatre.com.au

Sons of Sun tells the story of the 
legendary Sun Records and its 
founder Sam Phillips. The play 
fuses live theatre with rock ‘n’ 
roll to present an innovative and 
exciting experience.
It takes place in 1950s Memphis 
where Sam Phillips is about to 
discover Elvis Presley, Johnny 
Cash, Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Roy Orbison among 
many others. He will soon 
become known as the father of 
rock ‘n’ roll, his influence and 
tenacity going down in history.
Written by playwright Kieran 
Carroll, in collaboration with 
musician and performer John 
Kennedy, Sons of Sun has found 
acclaim in Sydney and Melbourne 
over the last year and a half. 
With shows in both cities, it has 
now landed at the Bridge Hotel 
in Rozelle where it will stay until 
November.
“There was a little fortuitous 
coincidence that the figure we 
decided to be the lynchpin of 
the story turned out to be a 
fantastic, colourful character,” 
says Kennedy.
“By taking his love of black-
written blues and finding 
white artists, he melded these 
together and made great music. 
Somehow Phillips created 
magic.”

An ostentatious businessman, 
Phillips was also ahead of the 
times socially. 
“He tried to get an all-black 
radio station licensed and did 
get an all-female radio station 
called WHER. He was a social 
revolutionary,” continues 
Kennedy.
With a strong cast performing 
a series of iconic rock ‘n’ roll 
numbers, this hit show is a firm 
favourite.
“We are trying to illustrate the 
details of the birth of rock ‘n’ 
roll,” Kennedy continues, “how 
it is so much more than just the 
musicians who helped create the 
musical form. Everyone knows 
about Presley and Cash but not 
many people know about Sam 
Phillips.” (TW)
Oct 19, Nov 15, 22 & 29, The 
Bridge Hotel, 119 Victoria Rd, 
Rozelle, $28.30, 9810 1260, 
ticketek.com.au

Dreams Are Just Movies is 
Sydney singer-songwriter, 
Rosie Catalano’s latest 
offering. Catalano says the 
eponymous track on her latest 
EP was actually inspired by 
nightmares.
“I wrote during a period when 
I was experiencing some 
pretty horrific nightmares.
“The song was borne out 
of this idea that we would 
sit at the end of our beds in 
the night and watch them 
projected above our heads as 
though they were movies.”
Just like her debut EP, Dreams 
Are Just Movies is a crowd-
funded project. Catalano says 
the focus of her latest crowd-
funded campaign was to build 
a community around her more 
than anything else.
“It’s a great way to involve 

people in your project, so 
rather then disappearing 
for a while and returning to 
the world with a completed 
work, you can take them on a 
journey with you.”
A brilliant storyteller, Catalano 
will be celebrating her release 
with a string of intimate 
shows around the country.
“I’m going to try something 
new for this tour though and 
am setting up my own one-
man-band Mary Poppins style, 
with a guitar in my hands, a 
stomp box and a tambourine. 
I briefly considered some 
cymbals between my knees 
too.” (SY)
Oct 10, Oxford Art Factory 
Gallery Bar, 38-46 Oxford 
St, Darlinghurst, Free, 9332 
3711, oxfordartfactory.com

A line-up of Australia’s top 
comedic talent will take 
to the stage at the No 
Laughing Matter Comedy 
Gala in support of suicide 
prevention.
The Enmore Theatre in 
conjunction with the 
Comedy Channel are 
presenting the all-star gala 
event hosted by Sammy J 
and Randy.
“I’m looking forward to it 
because what a great cause 
and the other beauty is the 
line-up’s just so good,” says 
stand-up comedian Fiona 
O’Loughlin, known for her 
appearances in Spicks and 
Specks and Good News Week.
O’Loughlin continues, 
“Generally with stand-
ups we tend to fly solo, 
so it’s so much fun to get 

together with a group 
of comedians and have a 
bloody good laugh.”
Tragically, over 3,200 people 
lose their lives to suicide 
each year. In its third year 
the No Laughing Matter 
Comedy Gala raises funds 
and awareness for suicide 
prevention.
O’Loughlin whose uncle 
committed suicide says, “It 
took us by such surprise 
and I thought, if he can 
then anyone can. It’s just a 
dreadful way to end their 
lives.”
All proceeds from the show 
go to Suicide Prevention 
Australia. (PG)
Oct 13, Enmore Theatre, 
118-132 Enmore Rd, 
Newtown, $55, 
nolaughingmatter.org.au

An asylum-seeker, a gambler and a lawyer walk into a theatre. 
Brace yourself. For three weeks during October, the Tap Gallery 
hosts Tony Laumberg’s latest masterpiece.
The Good, The Bad and The Lawyer promises audiences a night of 
havoc and hilarity.
Following the life of Laumberg’s favourite repeat character, Henry 
Crowley, the play depicts the tale of his latest drama while pushing 
all the right buttons and tickling all the right fancies.
“What’s happened to this country when a man can’t even control 
who lives in his own house?” exclaims Crowley.
When the Mrs announces their new house guest is to be an 
Iranian refugee fresh off the boat from Indonesia, Crowley’s life 
undergoes a drastic change of pace. The arrival of his problem-
gambler cousin and the appearance of a nosy journalist just adds 
fuel to the flame. Or more accurately, kerosene to Crowley’s 
already raging inferno.
Actor Geoff Sirmai (who plays Ahmed, the cheeky Iranian refugee) 
describes his character as a cross between Woody Allen and 
Harpo Marx, with a persian accent.
When asked about Laumberg’s comedic style, Sirmai explains 

that “either people love his work or he just hasn’t offended them 
enough yet”.
Described as “buzzing, bumbling and bombastic”, there isn’t an 
excuse to miss it. (TO)
Oct 10-27, TAP Gallery Theatre, 278 Palmer St, Darlinghurst, 
$24-30, 1300 306 776, mca-tix.com.au

SONS OF SUN - THE 
SAM PHILLIPS STORY

ROSIE CATALANOTHE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE LAWYER
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NO LAUGHING MATTER 
COMEDY GALA





T H E  N A K E D  C I T Y

By COFFiN ED, MiSS DEATH & JAy 
KATZ

In 1974 the legendary Afro-
American saxophonist Roland 
Kirk was playing a concert at the 
Sydney Town Hall. Waiting on the 
steps with a number of friends I 
noticed the remarkable sight of 
three of Sydney’s most famous 
eccentrics about to converge in 
front of Woollies, directly across 
the road.

Approaching from George Street south 
was the mysterious ‘knife grinder’, a 
man who had been pushing a metal 
box on wheels around the streets 
of Sydney for what seemed like an 
eternity. Walking down Park Street 
was another offbeat character whose 
name now escapes me but a man who 
was famous for carrying and displaying 
a small Chinese fan whenever your 
eyes made contact. From the north of 
George Street, directly outside the old 
Town Hall Hotel came Sandor Berger, 
poet, publisher and a crusader famous 
for the placard he wore attached to his 
chest which shouted “Psychiatry Is An 
Evil And Must Be Stamped Out”.
Together the three had been endlessly 
traversing the streets of the Sydney 
CBD and maybe in some distant past 
they had all crossed paths, albeit totally 
unnoticed. Tonight however, they had 
an audience and with an uncanny 
synchronisation of the traffic lights they 
came together for that fleeting moment 
in history on the corner of Park and 
George. Neither acknowledged each 
other and they simply disappeared 
into the night, waiting for the law of 
averages to once again dictate their 
planetary alignment.
I remember the incident well and 
had always been intrigued as to what 
became of the three gentlemen in 
question. The knife grinder was around 

for a number of years to follow and 
his image even appeared in a “My City 
Of Sydney” promo piece on Channel 
7. The man with the fan seemed to 
disappear soon after and as for Sandor 
Berger, I am not too sure.
The Internet and Google throw little 
light on his whereabouts in the ensuing 
decades and record only a number 
of the publications he left behind. I 
remember discovering a bound volume 
of his largely unpublished letters to 
the press which had found its way 
into the old City Of Sydney Library 
in the Queen Victoria Building. Berger 
was a prolific self-publisher of books 
and pamphlets ranging from erotic 
novels to his tirades against psychiatry. 
Somebody once told me he had his 
own printing press and at one stage had 
a regular spot on Darlinghurst Road in 
the Cross where he hawked his various 
publications. The story goes that one 
night he was attacked by a bunch of 
drunks and that was the last of the al 
fresco bookshop.
I also remember Berger confronting 
patrons at a screening of Ken Loach’s 
Family Life at the old Walker Street 
cinema in North Sydney during the mid 
70s, feverishly handing out pamphlets 
and displaying his trademark body 
placard. I can vaguely recall talking him 
to him once in either the Piccolo or 
the Coluzzi Bar but that’s where my 
recollection ends.
Whatever happened to Sandor Berger 
and what’s his life story? If you can shed 
any light at all this column would love 
to hear from you. It seems a shame that 
somebody like the less than exciting 
Arthur Stace has been immortalised in 
the Sydney iconography when he only 
wrote one word (i.e. “Eternity”). Sandor 
wrote millions, and whilst some survive, 
others have apparently been lost to 
the vagaries of history. He certainly 
deserves better.

COFFIN ED RECALLS 
SYDNEY’S FORGOTTEN 

HISTORY - PART 1
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Every step stirs a song. Only you have strayed up here alone, a 
voice from the feet uttered on the lower jaw of the ground, like 
the feelings of birds your steps become airborne and ephemeral. 
Likewise they then can come to rest in silence, in the wrinkles 
and leafy recesses of a shady tree, or hidden in the Rookwood 
Cemetery.
Feelings located in amongst the many headstones betray a visual 
influence of sculptures big and small in the fifth exhibition of 
Hidden, a sculpture walk within the largest cemetery in the 
southern hemisphere.
Flaws and imperfections map our vision along the art trail and 
are part and parcel of this total desiring look. The lopsided 
walk binds more lastingly and relentlessly than any permanent 
monument.
Among the many exhibits of Hidden, technology and innovation 

are the seeds of Sydney artist Lisa Bowen’s work. Lost and Found 
is an interactive dig-up that seeks clues to uncover the identity 
of people whose photograph was taken. The unidentified portrait 
gets a life-line and is revived, purchased from a thrift shop 
and posted on poles.  A compelling work that has successfully 
bedded a number of characters both from the physical posters 
installed onsite at the graveyard and also from online social 
network sites.  These resurrection photographs invite the reader; 
“do you recognise this person - are you missing them?”
Hidden was created to promote local art by supporting the arts 
community and to overturn the public’s negative perceptions of 
cemeteries by ‘re-enlivening’ burial grounds.  Visitors can explore 
the historical site freely while picnicking their way through an 
afternoon. (AS)
Hidden 2013, until Oct 31, Rookwood Cemetary, 
Hawthorne Ave, Rookwood, free, 
hidden.rookwoodcemetary.com.au

HIDDEN 2013
TALKING THROUGH YOUR ARTS

As Bondi Junction’s latest hole-in-
the-wall, this venue will rapidly rise to 
become one the most talked about 
culture hotspots in Sydney.
Presenting: The Jam Gallery. A hub 
tailored to feed the addictions of 
Sydney-siders and their penchants 
for art, live music, dining out and a 
stellar atmosphere. Transformed into a 
culture-fanatics dream abode, The Jam 
Gallery holds three separate bars and 
stages which cater for those whose 
pallets extend much further than the 
narrow confines of the usual fare.
Sharing a space with Spring Street 
Social, this venue will showcase a 
plethora of acts from varying veins 
in its first few months of existence, 

including The Liberators, Pat Capocci, 
Afro Moses and Samba Mundi to 
name just a few. Joining these musical 
merchants, Maroubra artist Gabbi 
Lancaster will adorn the walls with her 
visual finesse before a regular rotation 
comes into effect.
What separates this venue from most 
others is the anticipated seven-day 
week live music cycle that will come 
into effect from mid-November.
Until then, The Jam Gallery should 
definitely be the late-night destination 
between Wednesday and Saturday.
(CD)
Nov 15, The Jam Gallery Grand 
Opening Party, 110 Spring St, Bondi 
Junction, jamgallery.com.au

THE JAM GALLERY

Nick Stathopoulos is obsessed with toys, and the paintings 
in Toy Porn 3 reflect this. The exhibition is a testament to 
fixation and intensity and focuses on characters which are 
part of the modern zeitgeist.
They leap off the walls as if standing on a toddler’s shelf 
waiting to be fondled. The bold lines and vibrant colours of 
the portraits stir emotions of envy, awe and temptation.
Featuring popular cultural tropes such as Felix the Cat, 
Astroboy and the cast of Toy Story, the images are tour 
guides for a journey into childhood.
Most poignant is When Somebody Loved Me, a portrayal 
of a broken Jessie from Toy Story. The doll, bruised and 
brutalised, stares with a stony expression in her crystallised 
blue eyes, begging for understanding and compassion.
Toy Porn 3 is a symphony of colour and strength which 
resonates with a society of narcissism and nostalgia. (LR)
Until Oct 12, NG Art Gallery, 3 Little Queen Street, 
Chippendale, Free, ngart.com.au

TOY PORN 3 - NICK STATHOPOULOS

‘When Somebody Loved Me’, by Nick Stathopoulos





LOVE OVER 
GOLD - FALL 
TO RISE 

This is an 
album for 
lovers. It 
combines two 
angelic voices 
that harmonise 

beautifully and an electric guitar. That’s 
it. Those with short attention spans will 
struggle. The stripped-back nature means 
that there is a lack of variety. However, 
there is a mellow smoothness that runs 
throughout and makes listeners just want 
to kick back, or else become intimate 
with a loved one. Although there is only 
one or two guitar sounds, they have been 
recorded with such attention to tone 
quality that it feels like the guitar is giving 
listeners a big hug. (LC)

HAYDEN 
JAMES - 
PERMISSION 
TO LOVE

The sounds 
are subliminal. 
Electronic air 
causes spaces 
to form in 

the listener’s mind and allows the often-
repeated words to sneak in. Zoning out 
to James’ mixes should happen around 
track one, the aptly titled Beginnings. 
The messages are simple sentiments, 
which create a theme of freedom in love. 
Permission To Love forces the listener to 
absorb James’ words and team them 
with a light constant background that will 
compel a physical sway, from one side to 
the other. Let go, imbibe and let it into the 
mind. (SP)

Pete Cornelius: The 
Vanguard will fall victim to 
the sweet bluesy sounds 
of Tasmanian tunes-man 
Pete Cornelius. Starting 
at the age of 13, Pete 
has released a plethora 
of quality material that 
made his touring schedule 
become an extensive 
itinerary. Now 29 years old, 
he will launch his nineth 
album, Groundswell, on this 
night that fuses together 
elements of R ‘n’ B, funk, 
soul, rock and alternative-
country. This Tassie legend 
will steal the show and 

engulf his audience with 
quality sound.
Thu, Oct 10th, The Vanguard
Amorphis: Metal heads 
raise your horns! Finnish 
metal maniacs Amorphis 
are on our shores and 
ready to destroy. With over 
20 years dedicated to the 
metal cause, these guys 
have won over plenty of 
fans across a vast array of 
genres with their 11-album 
strong catalogue. This visit 
to Australia will promote 
their latest collection 
Circle with the same raw 
energy and commitment 

that has seen them rise as 
the pinnacle of their genre. 
Expect to hear these new 
masterpieces, as well as 
some classics.
Fri, Oct 11th, Factory Theatre
The Village People: 
Young man, there is 
definitely no need to 
feel down. The iconic 
characters that make up 
the disco-kings Village 
People are performing 
for one night only. They’re 
here to promote the latest 
single Let’s Go Back To The 
Dance Floor, a song that 
came to fruition through a 

collaboration with KC and 
the Sunshine Band main 
man and close friend Harry 
W. Casey. However don’t 
be fooled into thinking 
that the classics will be 
ignored! YMCA, In The Navy 
and Macho Man are just a 
few that will get retro toes 
tapping.
Sat, Oct 12th, Enmore Theatre
The Handsome Family: 
Not many couples can 
boast a creative partnership 
that has longevity and 
success, but Chicago 
husband and wife Brett and 
Rennie Sparks sure have 
nailed it. Spanning over 
20 years, these musically 

compatible individuals 
have created a sound 
that uses descriptive 
lyricism, psychedelic rock 
and country elements. 
Their most recent work 
Wilderness, which was 
released in May this year 
exhibits Rennie’s love of 
nature combined with 
true stories of death and 
everyday life. Their live 
show will be an insight into 
their creative storytelling 
mixed with wondrous 
melodies.
 Sun, Oct 13th, The Basement
Peña Flamenca: Think 
Spanish and Latin mixed 
with a little sprinkle of 

good ol’ Aussie culture. 
This is what’s in store at 
The Basement featuring 
Peña Flamenca. After 
emerging from a two-
year residency at Sydney’s 
Spanish Club, the group 
are setting up to tour 
with their unique fiesta. 
The six members of this 
group combine a variety 
of musical backgrounds to 
give a brand new tang to 
the traditional flamenco act. 
They’ve got a busy schedule 
ahead of them this year, so 
don’t miss them fresh-faced 
and ready to dance. 
Wed, Oct 16th, The Basement
(CD)

LIVE WIRE SYDNEY LIVE MUSIC GUIDE 

While most would strive for that faultless polish and 
studio perfection when recording a brand new album, 
genre-colliding trio Taylor and the Makers felt that doing 
things their way would be best.
“We went into the studio and recorded it together so we 
could try and get the natural flow of a live performance,” 
explains dreadlocked vocalist Chris Taylor.
“Over time we have become a live band, that’s what our 
sound is to us. We are at our fullest and best when we 
are performing because that’s what we love about music.”
Since the trios inception back in 2010, Taylor, drummer 
Bryce Crocombe and guitarist Brendan Shanks have left 
audiences awe-struck with their blend of rock, roots and 
soul. Energy pitched at beyond 100 per cent, these men 
now have only one aim when taking the stage – enslaving 
the audience with their sound.
“Our live shows definitely have a lot of energy,” Taylor 
says.
“I think it definitely comes from our natural want to 
play together through our musical personalities and 
relationship. We love that high-energy deliverance of 
music and we just want to get everyone in the audience 

to enjoy themselves.”
With the launch of their new album The Gypsies Flee on 
September 14th, the trio has even more motivation to 
take their enthusiasm up another level.
“The album is of great contrast to our EP that we 
released a few years ago. From the 
first track, like five seconds in, you 
can tell it’s completely different,” says 
Taylor.
“We didn’t want a polished studio 
version, we wanted people to listen 
to it then come to our shows and 
be like ‘wow they sound remarkably 
similar’.”
“I used to play saxophone in jazz 
bands, so I have a lot of that as an 
undercurrent, Bryce is very rock-
heavy influenced and Brendan brings 
an entirely different vibe. We’re all so 
different that we create a very unique 
sound when we are together.”
This album could present a lot 

of opportunities for Taylor and the Makers. With the 
ultimate goals of one day being able to sustain themselves 
solely off their music and meeting their idols; for now 
Chris Taylor has a slightly smaller task in mind.
“The aim is to reach every corner of the country. Even if 
we play someone’s lounge room.” (CD)
Oct 11, Beresford Hotel, Lvl 1, 354 Bourke St, Surry 
Hills, Free, 8313 5000

TAYLOR AND THE MAKERS





Diana is based on Kate Snell’s 
book Diana: Her Last Love 
which focuses on the last 
two years of Princess Diana’s 
(Naomi Watts) life, exploring 
her relationships with heart 
surgeon Hasnat Khan (Navee 
Andrews) and Dodi Fayed 
(Cas Anvar).
What should have been a 
well-intentioned tribute 
to the “People’s Princess”, 
highlighting her many 
wonderful achievements, 

results in a terrible and tacky 
narrative which tarnishes 
Diana’s memory. With little 
substance, the screenplay 
concentrates overwhelmingly 
on her love affairs, with little 
mention of her children.
The ‘daytime serial’ style script 
is off-putting, inadvertently 
arousing laughter. Watts did 
not resemble Diana and the 
film offers nothing new.
As a sign of respect to 
Princess Diana this film should 
never have been made. (MM)
WW½

Academy Award nominated 
director Robert Stone is 
coming to Sydney to present 
special screenings of his new 
documentary feature Pandora’s 
Promise.
Stone makes a compelling 
argument for the use of 
nuclear energy by focusing 
on the experiences of five 
prominent environmentalists 
who converted from anti-
nuclear stances to become 
nuclear advocates.
“It chronicles their 
transformation on this issue, 
why they were anti-nuclear, 
what they despised about it, 
what’s led them to change 
their minds and why they now 
embrace it,” says Stone.
Pandora’s Promise debunks the 
myths surrounding nuclear 
energy by exploring the fear 

created by nuclear weaponry 
and investigating disasters 
scenes such as Fukushima and 
Chernobyl.
On visiting the disaster sites, 
Stone says, “to go and see 
these two instances where 
this technology has gone 
completely awry actually made 
me question my own beliefs.”
Pandora’s Promise has been 
criticised for lacking balance in 
its narrative.
Stone responds to these 
criticisms by saying, “I don’t 
actually think that’s true. I 
mean the first third of the 
film actually lays out the case 
against nuclear power.” (PG)
Oct 12 & 13, Hoyts, The 
Entertainment Qtr, Lang Rd, 
Moore Park, $29-49 + bf, 
cinemaventures.org

Directed by Nimród Antal 
and featuring iconic hard rock 
outfit Metallica and actor 
Dane DeHann, this award-
winning film capitalises on the 
captive audience of hard-core 
Metallica fans.
The 3D motion picture 
combines a daring narrative 
in which crew member Trip 
(Dane DeHaum) is sent on 
an errand when he’d rather 
watch Metallica.
The action skilfully switches 
from Metallica’s onstage 
performance, to Trip’s bizarre 

mission to recover a bag.
A stimulating, visceral 
cinematic experience, 
Metallica fans everywhere will 
be overwhelmed with joy at 
this film. Despite its 3D format 
and excellent cinematography, 
a little more of the narrative 
would have widened the 
appeal of this film.
Heavily laden with live 
Metallica footage, Metallica: 
Through the Never offers little 
to those who are not diehard 
Metallica fans. (SC)
WWW

Gravity is an extraordinary cosmic science 
fiction thriller, starring Sandra Bullock and 
George Clooney as two astronauts who are 
left adrift in space after their space shuttle is 
destroyed by an avalanche of debris.
This incredible story of survival is 
breathtaking and unbearably stressful to 
watch as the spectacular 3D visuals and 
special effects bring the space disaster to life. 
Audiences will experience the terror as the 
astronauts are lost in space, 600km above the 
Earth where nobody can hear their screams.
Bullock and Clooney are the only actors 
onscreen and their chemistry shines 
throughout. Bullock gives an emotionally 
charged performance and Clooney provides 
comical relief from the ongoing, heart-
stopping suspense.
Audiences will be astounded as this jaw-
dropping marvel unfolds on screen. (MM)
WWWW½

Adapted from a graphic novel series 
and directed by Baltasar Kormàkur, 
2 Guns is a typical, cop-buddy, action 
movie starring Denzel Washington 
and Mark Wahlberg.
The twisted and confused plot 
involves both cops working 
undercover, unbeknownst to each 
other. Wahlberg works as a U.S. Navy 
Intelligence Officer, Washington a 
DEA Agent and each believes the 
other is a dirty cop working for the 
Mexican drug cartel. They become 
allies in the face of their mutual 
enemy, a corrupt CIA nutter, played 
by Bill Paxton.
The 80s-esque style is humorous, 
but the convoluted plot feels like a 
Tarantino movie gone wrong. It’s 
witty, fast-paced and entertaining, but 
immediately forgettable.
2 Guns is held together by 
Washington and Wahlberg. (LK) 
WW½

DIANA PANDORA’S PROMISE

METALLICA: 
THROUGH THE NEVER

GRAVITY

2 GUNS
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TIM WINTON’S THE 
TURNING  is simply a 
masterpiece. This is a collection 
of short stories, each helmed by 
a different director but wound 
together by Winton’s uniquely 
beautiful writing. Although long it 
leaves audiences wanting more.
Director, producer and 
screenwriter Robert Connelly 
decided to assemble 17 Australian 
directors from diverse artistic 
disciplines to tell 17 Tim Winton 
stories. They were each given an 
open brief and worked with their 
own crew to turn Tim Winton’s 
iconic Australian short stories 
into big screen adaptations. (NL) 
WWWWW

PLANES Dusty (Dane Cook) 
is a crop-dusting plane with 

a fear of heights and a crazy 
dream of competing in a famous 
around-the-world aerial race.
Planes flies under the DisneyToon 
banner as opposed to the usual 
Pixar collaboration and contains 
a lot of the same successful 
elements as Cars but the Pixar 
production is missed, making 
this a standard animation.
A feel-good film that will keep 
the kids entertained. (LL)
WWW

LOVELACE is a low-budget 
biographical drama about infamous 
porn queen Linda Lovelace 
who starred in Deep Throat, the 
first scripted adult movie.
Lovelace (Amanda Seyfried) 
escaped her strict religious 
upbringing only to marry hustler 

Chuck Traynor (Peter Sarsgaard) 
who introduced her into the 
seedy world of pornography.
Seyfried delivers a powerful 
performance in this sexually 
explicit film which is camp 
and contrived at times.
Lovelace is insightful and explores 
a porn star’s tortured world, her 
plight to escape pornography, the 
horrors of domestic violence, 
her desperation to take control 
of her life and the suffocating 
need for redemption. (MM) 
WWW

R.I.P.D Nick Walker (Ryan 
Reynolds) is dead and is given a 
choice, join the R.I.P.D (The Rest 
in Peace Department) to hunt 
the evil dead, or be eternally 
damned as a crooked cop.

ridiculous re-enactments creates 
a monumental documentary.
Directors Joshua Oppenheimer 
and Christine Cynn capture the 
story with intensity. (TW) 
WWWW

GROWN UPS 2 Lenny 
(Adam Sandler) relocates his 
family to the town where he 
and his friends grew up and 
there’s plenty of misadventures 
awaiting them in this sequel.
Sandler has sunk to new lows in his 
latest offering, redefining the word 
‘embarrassment’. This senseless 
comedy devoid of any intelligence 
or humour only delivers the 
occasional chuckle, owing to a 
boring and cringeworthy script.
Improbable scenarios and subplots 
with vulgar toilet humour and 

sexual innuendos are prevalent 
and Sandler delivers his usual 
third-rate performance. (MM) 
WW

RUSH is a sports action drama 
detailing the true-life fierce 
rivalry between professional 
racing car drivers James Hunt 
(Chris Hemsworth) and Niki 
Lauda (Daniel Brühl).
Hemsworth delivers a strong 
performance, showcasing his 
versatility as an actor under the 
brilliant direction of Ron Howard. 
The loud, octane charged, high-
speed racing sequences are 
exhilarating in this insightful look 
at the egotistical and competitive 
world of motor racing. This is the 
must-see movie of the year. (MM) 
WWWW

R.I.P.D is a light-hearted romp 
with an interesting concept 
but poor execution. The cast is 
competent but the dialogue is 
clichéd and the plot predicable.
It’s not bad, but seems more 
suited to late night TV than 
the big screen. (LR) 
WW

THE ACT OF KILLING 
asks former Indonesian death 
squad members to re-enact 
their mass-killings in all forms of 
creative and lavish manner – from 
Hollywood dance numbers to 
film noir gangster shoot-outs. It 
is as vibrant and as harrowing 
as audiences could imagine.
Such a brutal subject matter 
told in frightening depth, 
cleverly juxtaposed with the 





F R E E W i L L A S T R O L O G Y

by Rob bRezsny

aARIES (March 21-April 19): sometimes you 
quit games too early, Aries. you run away 

and dive into a new amusement before you have 
gotten all the benefits you can out of the old 
amusement. but I don’t think that will be your 
problem in the coming days. you seem more 
committed than usual to the ongoing process. 
you’re not going to bolt. That’s a good thing. 
This process is worth your devotion. but I also 
believe that right now you may need to say no 
to a small part of it. you’ve got to be clear that 
there’s something about it you don’t like and 
want to change. If you fail to deal with this doubt 
now, you might suddenly quit and run away 
somewhere down the line. be proactive now and 
you won’t be rash later.

bTAURUS (April 20-May 20): Jugaad is a 
Hindi-Urdu word that can be translated 

as “frugal innovation.” People in India and 
Pakistan use it a lot. It’s the art of coming up 
with a creative workaround to a problem despite 
having to deal with logistical and financial 
barriers. Masters of jugaad call on ingenuity and 
improvisation to make up for sparse resources. 
I see this as your specialty right now, Taurus. 
Although you may not have abundant access to 
VIPs and filthy riches, you’ve nevertheless got 
the resourcefulness necessary to come up with 
novel solutions. What you produce may even 
turn out better than if you’d had more assets to 
draw on.

C GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In accordance 
with your current astrological omens, I 

authorize you to be like a bird in the coming week 
-- specifically, like a bird as described by the 
zoologist norman J. berrill: “To be a bird is to be 
more intensely alive than any other living creature. 
birds have hotter blood, brighter colors, stronger 
emotions. They live in a world that is always 
present, mostly full of joy.” Take total advantage 
of the soaring grace period ahead of you, Gemini. 
sing, chirp, hop around, swoop, glide, love the 
wind, see great vistas, travel everywhere, be 
attracted to hundreds of beautiful things, and do 
everything.

d CANCER (June 21-July 22):  “The 
nonexistent is whatever we have not 

sufficiently desired,” wrote nikos Kazantzakis 
in his book Report to Greco. I’m hoping that 
when you read that statement, Cancerian, 
you will feel a jolt of melancholy. I’m hoping 
you will get a vision of an exciting experience 
that you have always wanted but have not yet 
managed to bring into your life. Maybe this 
provocation will goad you into finally conjuring 
up the more intense desire you would need to 
actually make your dream come true.

e LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “It is truly strange 
how long it takes to get to know oneself,” 

wrote the prominent 20th-century philosopher 
Ludwig Wittgenstein. “I am now 62 years old, 
yet just one moment ago I realized that I love 
lightly toasted bread and loath bread when 
it is heavily toasted. For over 60 years, and 
quite unconsciously, I have been experiencing 
inner joy or total despair at my relationship 
with grilled bread.” your assignment, Leo, is to 
engage in an intense phase of self-discovery 
like Wittgenstein’s. It’s time for you to become 
fully conscious of all the small likes and dislikes 
that together shape your identity.

f VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “I’d rather be in 
the mountains thinking of God than in 

church thinking about the mountains,” said 
the naturalist John Muir. Let that serve as your 
inspiration, Virgo. These days, you need to be 
at the heart of the hot action, not floating in 
a cloud of abstract thoughts. The dream has 
to be fully embodied and vividly unfolding all 
around you, not exiled to wistful fantasies that 
flit through your mind’s eye when you’re lonely 
or tired or trying too hard. The only version of 
God that’s meaningful to you right now is the 
one that feeds your lust for life in the here and 
now.

g LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The advice I’m 
about to dispense may have never 

before been given to Libras in the history of 
horoscopes. It might also be at odds with the 
elegance and decorum you like to express. 
nevertheless, I am convinced that it is the 
proper counsel. I believe it will help you make 
the most out of the highly original impulses 
that are erupting and flowing through you right 
now. It will inspire you to generate a mess of 
fertile chaos that will lead to invigorating long-
term innovations. Ready? The message comes 
from Do the Work, a book by steven Pressfield: 
“stay primitive. The creative act is primitive. Its 
principles are of birth and genesis.”

h SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Two years ago a 
british man named sean Murphy decided 

he had suffered enough from the painful wart 
on his middle finger. so he drank a few beers to 
steel his nerves, and tried to blast the offending 
blemish off with a gun. The operation was a 
success in the sense that he got rid of the wart. 
It was less than a total victory, though, because 
he also annihilated most of his finger. May I 
suggest that you not follow Murphy’s lead, 
scorpio? now is a good time to part ways with a 
hurtful burden, but I’m sure you can do it without 
causing a lot of collateral damage.

i SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):  Grace 
has been trickling into your life lately, 

but I suspect that it may soon start to flood. 
A spate of interesting coincidences seems 
imminent. There’s a good chance that an 
abundance of tricky luck will provide you with 
the leverage and audacity you need to pull off 
minor miracles. How much slack is available 
to you? Probably as much as you want. so 
ask for it! Given all these blessings, you are in 
an excellent position to expunge any cynical 
attitudes or jaded theories you may have been 
harboring. For now at least, it’s realistic to be 
optimistic.

j CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):  Capricorn 
innovator Jeff bezos built Amazon.

com from the ground up. He now owns The 
Washington Post, one of America’s leading 
newspapers. It’s safe to say he might have 
something to teach us about translating big 
dreams into practical realities. “We are stubborn 
on vision,” he says about his team. “We are 
flexible in details.” In other words, he knows 
exactly what he wants to create, but is willing to 
change his mind and be adaptable as he carries 
out the specific work that fulfills his goals. 
That’s excellent advice for you, Capricorn, as 
you enter the next phase of implementing your 
master plan.

k AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Here’s the 
horoscope I would like to be able to 

write for you by the first week of December: 
“Congratulations, Aquarius! your quest for 
freedom has begun to bear tangible results. 
you have escaped a habit that had subtly 
undermined you for a long time. you are less 
enslaved to the limiting expectations that 
people push on you. even your monkey mind 
has eased up on its chatter and your inner critic 
has at least partially stopped berating you. 
And the result of all this good work? you are as 
close as you have ever come to living your own 
life -- as opposed to the life that other people 
think you should live.”

l PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): “It’s an 
unbearable thought that roses were not 

invented by me,” wrote Russian poet Vladimir 
Mayakovsky. you’re not as egotistical as 
Mayakovsky, Pisces, so I doubt you’ve ever 
had a similar “unbearable thought.” And it is 
due in part to your lack of rampaging egotism 
that I predict you will invent something almost 
as good as roses in the coming weeks. It may 
also be almost as good as salt and amber and 
mist and moss; almost as good as kisses and 
dusk and honey and singing. your ability to 
conjure up long-lasting beauty will be at a peak. 
your creative powers will synergize with your 
aptitude for love to bring a new marvel into the 
world.
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